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CHAP. LXXUI. 

A. Revival af pafi Scetteh 

iN the journey from London to the Hill, 
the fenfdtions of Anna were, at firft, too . 
'ftrong for exprcflion s but as they proceed- 
ed, in the language of pure and unafieftcd 
latitude to the wife difpoter of all events, 
ihe drew an affefling piAyiv of her diffe- 
rent feelings now, and when the laft tjme 
ihe travelled the fame road. How full of 
ferrow and anguiHi did ftie leave her then 
home! how many reludant thoughts, at 
i]uitting the friendship «f the good Mrs. 
V«t; IV. e WcUcts I 
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"Wdlcrs! how infinite her' diftrefs in the 
prefent, and her defpatr in the future, pro- 
fpefts 1 fhc recognized the fpot where Lord 
Sutton and Dalton pafled her, and tears 
gulhed from her eyes, when fhe faw the 
ftyle from whence {he took the ftage. 

Now Ihe was returning, no longer the poor 
orphan, flying from the horror of a prifon 
and the tyranny of thofe to whofe vain 
glorious charity (he fuppofed her exig- 
ence was owing } or going a poor outcaft to 
feek her bread, in a world, where Ihe 
feemcdtoftand alone, but triumphant, and 
abounding in friends, riches, and honour j 
overpowered with the difierent fenfations ari- 
fingfrom thofe reflexions, flie funk in tears 
into the arms of her friend. Charmed at 
die whole of her behaviour, Mrs. Wellers 

- applauded the natural gratitude of her dif- 
pofition, but begged Ihe would, at lead 

- for the prclentt drop all painful recollec- 
tions of the palV, in (he opening felicity fhe 
might now juftly expeft, - with this one re-" 
fledion, which time and fifty years expe- 
rience had taughc faer, 

That 
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That patience and refignaiion are only 
wanting to convince the moftafflidlcd of 
mankind, that the prefehi calamity, be ic 
<vcr To bitter, and hard to be borne, leads 
in fome Ihape or other, to fuccceding good. ' 

In this happy conclufion they reached 
the hill, and were there mod aiFcftionate- 
\f received by Mr. Wellers, andwelcoin- 
■cd by Dr. Collet, whofe fincfrc congratu- 
lations, and lively friendlhip, a little 
<lifpeUed the gloom recoIlt«9:ion had begun 
to caft over our heroine's countenance ; as. 
her mind grew compofed, the fa:igues of 
the day were vifible to her friends, and 
painful to herfelf} by their cffe^ on her 
health. Dr. Collet declared ialine draughts^ 
and reft, were abfolutely neceflary ; Mrs. 
Clark, who attended her, anxioufly urged 
her to follow his advice, and ihe retired 
immediately to bed, but not to reft. 

Her feelings foon convinced her, how- 
ever eiigiblc to thfc fopport of a mere ex- 
iftcnce money and friends were, the latent 
difeafe of the mind was as much out of their 
teach, u out of the power of medicine; 
B 2 Herbert, 
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Herbert, dear amiable Herbert, was he 
alive, to (hare with her thqfe unexpefted 
gifts of fortune } could (he have pu^ it in 
his power, to add to the h^ppincfs of the 
worthy Mrs. Herbert, (rf her dear Patty ; to 
rcnderhimindependentof his proud coufins, 
that were a gratification worthy living for ! 
to tell him by all her aftions, how the phi- 
lanthrophy of his difpofition, the goodnefs 
of his heart, the purity of his fentiments, 
had now on het foul, were a happinefs, in- 
ferior only, to heaven itfelfl 

But of this felicity Ihe was for ever depri- 
ved, and this, in the waywardncfs of hu- 
man nature, was all Ihecovetedi it was in 
vain (he condemned her own want of thank- 
fullnefsto heaven for its baunties, and at- 
tempted to footh her ideas with the many» 
many fources of happinefs in her power, 
that crowded to court her acceptance! 
ftiU thought, hopclcfs thought, hung on his . 
dear image, and her heart recoiled from 
pleafures, Herbert could not (hare. 

The morning found her with increafed 

fever, but with appearance of its again 

intermiiting j 
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intermitting; medicine did little for her; 
a he^ic habk. Collet feared, was gaining 
on her conftitutionj Mr. Mordant's an- 
xious apprehenfions were only to be equal- 
led by thofe of his fon's; Mrs. Wellcrs 
felt as for her own daughter; and Mr. 
. Bently was half diftrafled; a confultation 
of phyiicians was held, and he, at his verf 
earneft requcft, indulged with being pre- 
■fent; he had a fmattcring ofphyfic, juft 
enough to render him inquifitive, as an 
employer for others, and very trouble- 
fome as a patienc himfelf; he would not 
only know the quality, but.the quantity, 
of the prefci'iptioos, and in the cafe of 
Anns* would himfelf adminiftcr them. 

In a few dayt her fever abated, buc 
languor and depreffion of fpirits ftill con- 
tinued; nothing feetned to give her either 
pain, or plcafurc. In this unpleafant ftate, 
Mr. Mordant was obliged to leave her 
with Mrs. Wellers, having bufinels of the 
vtmofl importance to traofaA at a diftance 
from the metropolis, whither his fon ac- 
companied him. The evening after their 
B 3 departure. 
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depamwe, (he faw Polly Dalton, the 

friend of her juvenile years, pafs by. Ah, 

'my Godt exclaimed ihe, how, my dear 

" friends, could you fufFer me to be fo long 

riear Layton, without once feeing, or even 

inquiringafter Mrs. Dalton and herfamily ! 

You mighr>anfwered Mrs. Wellers, have 

been filent about them for ever, withoutin- 

curring any blame from us. Oh ! fay not 

fo, madam; you know not how good Mrs. 

Dalion, nor how affeftionate that young 

perfon, who now pailed, always was to 

me ! Pray indulge me by fending for her, 

I have fo often called, and who, ia every 

inflaiice, afted like a mother by me[ for 

as to Lord Suttcrii, i am convinced, thsjr 

would have been ftill more vehement in 

his behalf with a child of their own. 

Charming gtrl, faid Mr. Bently^ though 

they merit every punifliment for driving 

fuch a mind to defpair, 1 will myfelf be 

themeflengerof your wiihes--and away he 

■went. Anna, in the mean while, pleafing 

* herfelf with the happinefs her affefiionate 

' heart predetermined to beftow on Mrs. 

Dalton. Mr. Bentlyj however, retuincd 

without 



ANNA. 7 

without her; ffie and her huCband were 
both gone to town. 

Mr. Thortihill had heard of his conduft 
towards Anna, and Cent him hisdifchargc 
' from the meeting; for though he had en- 
gaged to give him fifty pounds a year for 
life, he had the honour of his maker too 
firmly at heart, to fuffcr that agreemenc 
to operate, as an obligation, to continue 
d man in a pulpit he had endowed, who 
was proved to a£t in oppofition to the 
divine tenets of chriftianity. 

Defpairing now of ever obtaining any 
employ about London, heagreed witli hii 
wife to retire to fome diftant part of the 
world, where, with the intcreft of her for- 
tune, and Mr. Thornhill's annuity, they 
might live, and be out of the reach of any 
farther iti'oleftation from Mr. Mordant 
or his neice; a farm, advertized to be 
fold in Cornwall, was th'at day their bufi- 
nefs from home. Mr. Bently knew the 
earneftnefs of Anna to fee the Daltons 
proceeded from the reiftilude of her prin- 
cipleif and drawing a favourable omea ' 
B 4, from 
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from the inteceft he obfervcd Eer to take 
in their affairs, told bcT, if flie was not too 
much difappmnted in her expeftation of 
killing time, which he was grieved to fee 
hung heavy on her hands, he would, if Ihe 
would accept his company, have a little 
chat with her himfelf. 

Anna could not confident either with 
good nature, or good manners, decline his 
offer, more efpecialty as the manner he 
made it. Teemed to have a meaning be- 
yond his words. 

Mrs. Wellers, laughing, faid, Ihe fup- 
pofed the doctor and herfelf were to be 
excluded this tete a tcte^ Oh, by no 
means, anfwered Mr. Bendy ^ I only mean 
to convince this girl fhe is an ingrate. The 
wan cheeks of Anna exhibited a faint 
blufli at this accufation of a vice ihe moft 
abhorred, tho* the looks of her aecufer 
fpoke the kindeft things; however, being - 
feated, he addrefled her in a very ferious 
tone, charging her with the concealment 
of fome hidden grief, which he was cer- 
tain, preyed on her fpirits, and if not com- 
bated 
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bated with rcfolution, would (he meant 
not to alarm her, but here plain dealing 
was abfolutcly neceflary) undermine her 
conftitution, and carry her in the prime 
of her days, into eternity. The averted 
eye, and glowing cheeks of Anna, encou- 
raged him to proceed.-^ Whatever was 
the malady of the mind, which was of too 
facred a nature for the participation of 
her friends, its'confe^uence was ingrati- 
' tude. Anna ftarted;' and feeing, in the 
ferious czft of his -countenance, he then 
really meant to reproach her, with tears 
and heart-felt lighf only could ihe anfwer. 
He continued : you have been, my be- 
loved Anna, from the age of three years, 
to now, that you are entered on your 
twenty firft, the peculiar care of heaven ; 
behold the providential love of that being, 
of whofe bleflings you arc infcnlible,' - 
whofe gifts youfo little prize; the unfor- . 
tuhate death of your father, ■ a ftranger, 
and unknown, was inftantly fupplied out 
pf the very bofom of corrupted ava^ 
rice; and then you received youreduca- 
. ■ - - ;,.-tio» 
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tioQ by another miracle, fucb as a mind 
and talents like yours deferved. I have 
' myfelf known fome women, who acquit- 
ted thcmfelves with decency and pro- 
priety, in the charafter of governedes, 
but your Mrs. Manfel, was fcledted by 
the hand of heaven, on purpofe to bring 
to perfeAion the faireft blofibm of the 
creation; through what fcenes of diftrefs, 
perfecution, and temptation, has your life, 
and, what is of far more confequeace^ 
your honour, been preferred, from the 
verge of defpair? you fee yourfclf fafe in 
the protection of relations, whofc happi- 
nefs is centered in yoursi of friends, who* 
would facrifice any worldly thing to eon- 
ttibute to your eafe, and who exult in the 
triumph of virtue over vice; is not then 
your continued dejei^ion ungrateful to 
God, to your relations, and to youp 
friends? you mufi confefs it is, but I have 
A charge ftiU more henious to bring againfl 
you. 

Oh! fpare me, dear fir; I am very cul- 

,pable, very weak; buc Indeed I do try to 

exert 
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, exert myfelf, to return, in fome degre 
your kindnrfs, and Mrs. Wellers* in pa 
ticular, who was (o good to me, wh( 
I liad no other friend; who took t 
the c^fe of my orphan and diftrelli 
ilate, when the world feemed favagely f 
againft it; but iate is not to be refifted, fl 
continued weeping, I have no heart f< 
happinefs. 

Miftalcen woman ; it is not only to): 
reGAed, but overcome ; call forth the i : 
cultiea of your mind, employ them in a 
of beneficence, fearch out the habl ; 
tions of the wretched, learn the comn 
woes human nature is fubjeft to, feci ; 
the anxious mother, unable to fatisfy 
calls of hunger in her young ones, or : 
the fighs of the miferable father n ' 
thee, who mourns, perhaps, hot only 
lofs of wealth in himfelf, but of ho 
in his pofterity; fee the deferted i i 
callous to every calamity but the 
-One that wounds her bofom, rendliif 
jur with lamentations for the Ipfs o' i 
faith^efs hufband; let your pity lig' 
ilia drooping head, who having he 
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the treafure of his foul, in one little caP- 
ket, finds it rifled, and all his blooming 
hopes forever blafted ^ if, he continued, 
you can trace forrows like thcfe, and fuch, 
be aflured, there are in cvety habitable 
ipot; feek the haplefs orphan, if indeed 
jouT imagination fickens at the happinels 
in your power, extend it to them, for endi 
Jike thefe we^ you endowed with noble 
fentiments, a feeling heart, the love of 
virtue, and principles of juftice; for them 
you were born, and 'preferved amid fo 
many evils, and thofe will laudably em- 
ploy your mind, and baniih from thence 
the woes which are potent onjy from ii>- 
aftivity. 

Behold thefe white hairs; oh, Annat 
eould you know, could you conceive, the 
forrows they cover, you would wonder, how 
I have attained the age they fpeak. Alasl 
alas ! time, nor change of place, or circum- 
ftances, can obliterate them from my 
memory; yet robbed in the crueteft man- 
lier of all my foul delighted in, I once 
gayc mylelf upto defpair; defp^ir was a 
Hovp 
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{low, a lingering period, to the mifery I 
had not patience to endure a moment. 
I flew to liquor, to noify, mad, immoral 
mirth, but in vain was every effort; th« 
lofs of reafon foon fucceeded lofs of peace ; 
not, indeed, till my fortune became the 
prey of the abandoned crew, with whom, 
in the defperalion of a burfting heart, I . 
plunged into viees, and exceffes my foul 
abhorred. 

In one of the receptacles for unhappy 
lunatics, I ^ould have dragged on a mi- 
ferable exiftcnce, but for the love of a 
twin fifter who married very young, and 
accompanied her hufbandto India ; Jhe re- 
turned a widow, and Immenfely rich; en- 
quired me out, took me to her houfe, and 
procured me all the afliftance fraternal 
love, with the aid of wealth, could obtain, 
and I recovered to a fenfe of my horrible 
£tuatton. 

.1 foon recoUeded how my peace had 

been murdered, and my patrirnony dc- 

. ftroycd; the anguifli of my woes renewed 

with the i4ea of again mixitig in thip 

worldit 
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world, where myall was loft; my tlear 
Honoris forefaw- it would, flie therefore 
propofed changing the fcene by travel- 
ling-, we went, wherever fancy led, France, 
Italy, Spain, Holland, and Germany; my 
reafor, blefled be God, fully returned, and 
myfifl:er,beingfcvercly affliftedwithapain- 
ful and lingering ficknefs, I had the con- 
folation of being to her, what, dear ami- 
able woman, flic had fo long been to me, 
a foothing companion in the hour of pain; 
fhe died leaving me her heir. I iliH con> 
tinucd rambling, till at length, the infir- 
mities of age began to overtake me, reft 
and a home became ncccflary for a petu- 
lant-old man; I returned to my country 
not to be known, for my name is not 
Bently, and here, in the exercifes of be- 
nevolence, I have found the firft refpite 
from grief. 

The Abbey which I purchafed is, T be- 
lieve, going to decay ; my mind finds the 
Ijefl: employ in rendering comfortable the 
^labitations of others; fo that what com- 
fpany, dUEpation, travel, or even madaefs. 
could 
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could not effedt, the extending comfort 
to the dffiifted, relieving the opprefled, 
cheriihing the- faint-hearted, and feeding 
the hungry, has done; it has banilhrd felf, 
and while I feel the forrows of others, I 
likewife participate in the comforts I am 
enabled to bell9W. 

Lee us then, faid the venerable Enthu» 
fiaft, refolve, my Anna, to be happy; 
chear thy gentle heart by difpelling grief 
from thofe of the lefs fortunate; 1 have 
enough and enough, for the purchafes of 
generous charity, not to the clamorous 
beggar, not to the hardened wanderer, 
but to the modeil few, vihofe pride of 
heart, infpired by the honeft dignity of 
inward reftitude, ihriiiks from the offered 
aim, will we turn our eyes. The dumb for- 
row of thofe who recoUeft, with deep re- 
gret, the better fate of their earlier days, 
and who feel, in the fad reverfe, pangs, to 
which the ftarving mendicant is a ftrangef, 
Ihall fpeak a language we will teach our 
fouls to iinderftand; nor will We refufe to 
hear the faltering voice of the repentant 
iniquity^ 
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iniquity, while the ftill foft plaint of dc- 
fertcd infancy ihall never be heard but to ■ 
be relieved. Sweet piftiirc of heaven, wilt 
thou not leave thy bed of fickncfs? wilt 
thou not exchange languor and melan- 
choly, for joys like thefc ? , 

Moft gladly, deareft, honoured Sir, an- 
fwered Anna, as foon as. her admiration of 
the refpeftable monitor, her cotnpaffion 
for his misfortunes, and her entire appro- 
bation of his fenciments, would fuffer her 
to fpeak; I fet-l, how very much I am to, 
blamei we will lofe no time; I am ready 
this moment to enter on the delightful 
taik. 

Youmuft be well firft, faid he, pleafcd 
at the alacrity, with which his plan was 
adopted; and as a proof you mean to be 
fo, you muft now retire to reft, and not let 
the new avocation I recommend ©ccupy 
your thoughts to tlie prejudice of fleep. 

She iaimediately complied with thia 
injundion, asd retired for the night. 

Neither Mr. or Mrs. Wellers, any more 
thaE the doctor, bad before heard any 
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part of Mr. Bently's hiAory; his charity ' 
and generofity w^re unbqunded, and con- 
fequently his riches fqppofed to be im- 
iticnfe, but he convcrfed with none of the 
polite inhabitants of Layton, except the 
family at the hill, and the poor and Jabou* 
rious, whofe interefts and whofe misfw- 
tiineswere infinitely below the attention of 
thequality of the place; it wasj indeed, no 
great wonder they fliould not chufe to have 
their pleafurea . interrupted by evils they 
had already experienced, fince, with very 
few exceptions, they had all known in their 
own original, the ills of poverty and hard 
labour, which, as they cbofe to forget, they 
flattered themfelvcs other people would; 
not ble0ed with underflanding enough to 
feel, it Was their prefent vanity, not their 
former poverty, that was contemptiblej 
Mr. Bently was a man of family and rank; 
he had been all his days accullomed to the 
manners of a gentleman, but he neverthe- 
lefs preferred the fociety of uncultivated 
poverty, to that of unfeeling affluence ; 
there was hardly a working pair in the 
neigh- 
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neighbourhood, with whofe affairs he was 
not perfe£tly converfant, or a child, who 
" was not his particular acquaintance; he 
had a room at the Abby full of toys of 
different forts, which were conftantly dif- 
tributed, as rewards to his little favourites; 
he could not go two fleps without having 
his advice alked, or his charity excited; 
but this mean turn expofed him to the 
fcorn and derlfion of his polite neighboufs, 
who, after wondering and condemning 
till they were weary, now feldom trotibled, 
themfelves about him. 

His tide, when he bought the Abby, 
was 'Squire; it had funk into plain Mr., 
and was now got to Old Bcntly ; fomething 
particular in his charafter had always ap- 
peared, which this voluntary account of 
himfelf explained greatly to his honour. 

Mrs. Wellcrs was too much affefted, 
as well as himfelf, to take any notice of 
his communication, farther then her tears 
expreffcd; Mr. Wellcrs, took areli^ousfit; 
and Collet had twifted bis cane firing quite 
off. 
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off, when, with the falutation of the even- 
ing, they parted. 
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Nevi Schmes, 

/xS Toon as Anna was alone, ihe went orer 
in her mind, the arguments, as well as hif* 
Tory, of her nobie-minded friend J flic ac- 
knowledged the juftice of his reprehenfions 
and anticipatedthe comforts of thofeamufe* 
ments he fele£ted.forher, and fhe follow- 
ed his advice in letting her thoughts dwell 
on the felicity it was nv her power to 
beftow. 

What tranfports had fte hitherto depri- 
ved herfelf of enjoying ? * Mr. Manfel, 
' that dear friend, how could Ihe fo long for- 
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get the obligations Qie owed him I oh, that 
her dear maternal friend was living, tofliare 
hrr fortune, to guide her fteps, to teach, 
her fortitude, and direct the wanderings of 
her heart. The Daltons, (he was determi- 
ned, fliould be happy 1 Polly fhould live 
with her, and Mrs. Clark ihould never 
know carci Mrs, Metmoth Ihould be con- 
vinced her favours were not ill bcftowed j 
Mr. Mclmoth, when he found, how ftrift- 
ly (he had adhered to principles he had Brit 
implanted in her mind, would rejoice; and 
if her fortune could do it, he Ihould have 
. caufe ; it Ihould be the bufinefs of her ex- 
iftence to do honour to the gracious being 
whOi as Mr. Bcntly obfcrved, had fo mU 
raculoiiOy prefervedher in the firft inflance, 
and. in the next, by fuch various and un- 
forefcen means, expanded her under- 
ftanding. 

Thofe reflcftions kept her awake moft 

part of the night, but towards morning 

they had the falutary efFca: of compofing 

her mind, and flie tell into a found fleep, 

from 
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from which flic awoke, animated and re- 
frelhed. 

Her reftoration to health and fpirits, was ' 
what Mr. Bently had very much at heart, 
he was not idle; he had Teen Mrs. Dalton, 
and found great difficulty, to prevail on her 
to go with her daughter to the hill ; con- 
fclous of being in her hufband's lecrcc, tho' 
not a partner in his iniquitous dcGgns of 
defrauding our heroine, flie could doc be- 
lieve fhe was fent for, on any other occafion 
then to, receive the juft reproaches of an 
injured perfon, 'who had left their houfe, 
under the double apprehenfion of perfccu- 
tion and iinprifonment ; and her mortifi- 
cation at the fevcre and fcornful look of 
Mrs. Wellers confirmed thoie fears, not- 
wiihflanding Mr. Bently's encouragement. 

The moment Anna was apprized of her 
viCtors, inftead 6f ordering^^Kem up to" 
her, with the ufual vivacity of her fcnfa- 
lions, file haftily went to them, and throw- 
ing her arms round Mrs. Dalton's neck, 
; burft into tears. 

The 

L',,..i., Google ■ 
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The poor woman, equally furprized and 
afFefted, kept an involuncary filence, while 
Anna, m the effufions of a tender and grate- 
ful heart, embraced- them both, thanked ■ 
the mother for every maternal aft of kind- 
mtk towards her, and promifed the daugh- 
ter never to forget their infant attachment. 

Severer to Mrs. Dalfon was this unex- 
pefted goodnefs, than the reproaches (he 
expefted } but as (he really lovf d Anna, the 
pleafure of feeing her in fiich brilliant cir- 
ciimftances, gave additional force to the joy 
her promifes infpired, and Iheprefently for- 
got all difagrceable recoUcdion of paft 
events-, flib repeated with the fame con- 
fidence and as little referve as (he would 
to her own daughter, the prefcnt (ituation, . 
and intention, of herhufbtnd, on whom 
no intreaties could prevail to accompany 
them to the hill, a circumftance Anna very 
littleregretted; (he ventured to promife them 
aniplc affiftance, but would not fettle the 
bounty (he meant tp extend to them, 'till 
ihe had confulted Mr. Bently, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dahon then produced the watch 
and rings, J before mentioned, and the rea- 
der may imagine flie was not a little ftruck, 
on obferving, fome part of the arms 
was the fame with that of Sir William 
Edwin's ■, (he indeed rccolkifted young 
Mordant's being treated with great kind- 
nefs, by the family, but never heard they 
were related, which being the only way flie 
could account for the imprcffion on herfa- 
ther's feal, left her puzzled but notinteieft- 
«di -theobjift no longer cxifted, that could 
render her confanguinity with the Edwin's 
of any importance lo her, and as not only 
her peace, but health, was dependent on 
■her efforts to forget ihem, the hurried the 
watch into her Iccrctary, and fent Mrs; 
Dalcon away happy and elated with her 
reception. . , . 

She then begged Mr. Bently and Mrs, ' ' 
Wellcrs' advice as to what could be done 
with propriety for a family, who, it was 
not enough to fay Ihc forgave, Ihc adually 
loved them ; humane and tender-hearted 
AS Mrs, Wellcrs was on every other occa-; 
fion. 
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lion, her love for Anna rendered her rather " 
obdurate on this, but as_/&^ protefted, her 
happ'mels was conneded with theirs, and 
the generous Benily applauding her motive, 
flie perfifted ; and he, as the firftproof of her 
obedience to her adopred father infifted on 
her taking from him a paper, ready drawn 
and (igned, containing an annuity of one 
hundred pounds a year to Mrs.' Dalton 
during her life, and to her children at her 
death', he would no: be refufed, it was his 
own gratification he was fccking, and mult 
pc fuffcred to go on his own way. 

I need not fay this was the road to hap-' 
pinefs in the edimation of thcDaltons, more 
efpecially as with the fame pacquet, Anna 
told them her intentions of taking Polly 
to wait on her, and inclofed a bill to equip 
her for that purpofe ; Mr. Bctitly himfelf 
called on them, ajid commended their in- 
tention to remove out of the reach' of the 
tale which had juft tranfpired s he advif. 
ed their going as foon as Mr. Mordent's 
return ftiould fatisfy them any farther tef- 
timooy ' 
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tttnony oh Mtfs Manfel's accouni wu 

unncceflary. 

Mrs. Clark was next difpatched* her 
purfe, fufficiently furntfhcd to pay hrr rent 
and other Httle debts, which had long hung 
heavy on her mind i ihe was inftrudcd to 
part with her houfe and buGncfs* with alt 
the expediiion (he could, and Polly Dalton 
joyfully fupplicd her place with Anna, 

Thcfe matters, as Mr. Bcntly fortetold, 
by employing her mind in fuch acceptable 
exercifes of generofiiyi tho* the could not 
but remember, 

Sach thiogi were uid were mo& dear, 
Ijeffcned her attention to the fatal dlfap- 
poiniment of her heart. She wrote, as I have 
faid to Mr, Manfel, an accouni of her then 
fituation, which letter being fent while that 
gentleman was in town, could not bereceived 
by him till his return home -, her thanks for 
thefeafonablefupply, towhkb Qie attributed 
the faving her life, aftonifhed him; and 
the account of her leaving Dalton, her 
fubfequent iUnefs and diftrefs, affe^d 
higi fo much, that now he know where to 
Vol; IV C fir 
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Bod her, he rdblved on a lecond journey to ' 
London i when he arrived at Mrs. Clark's, ■ 
her religion having by the late difcovery, in 
which, as (he foFctold, the bad borne an 
adive part, been ihcreafed in its fervor, ■ 
was gone to the tabernacle with her daugh- 
tdr i but a lervantgirl, they, at Anna's de- 
fire, had hired, could eafily give directions 
to one, who was the continual theme of her 
miftrefs's converfation. 

Eager to fee the dear girJ he fo entirely 
loved, his tired hdrfe.was again mounted ; 
it was then near nine o'clock, and it was 
paft eleven when he reached the hill. 

Mrs, Welkrs had that evening been en* 
joying the triumph of truth, by carrying 
Anna in Mr. Bently's new cpach round the 
feveral houfes in the village, on pretence of 
returning vifltSiwhichf to own the truth, 
as ihe was pretty deep in arrears, might elfe 
have ftil! remaiped ta account ^ainft her . 
pQlitencfs. At the worihipfnl Mr. Scrap's, 
Ihe had the fatisfaCtion of looking Mi& ; 
Bibbins into the moQ: evident confu0on, bjr 
aiking Aooat Mikt had not fcen thatUt^ 
i . befwc i 
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before ? and her brother the beau, tho* he fo 
well knew the girl at the parfon's to be* . 
courtezaa in high life,, never beheld any 
thing fo lovely ; he was enchanted with her • 
bcauiy, cbatmcd with -her wit, and (but . 
that was afide) captivate with her fortune,- 
which .Mrs. Welltrs took care to rcprefent r 
large enough. Had Anna been Tenribleof > 
the obligations fhe was under to thcfe ladies ; 
and gentlemen, it is probable ftie might - 
have been diverted at the ftraincd politenefs 
which was intended to corer both envy and 
fliame; but as, during the time the rcBded 
at I^ayton, her obfervations had been con- 
fined by lier anxiety, apd perffdly irno- 
cept in all her. thoughts and a^ioas, /t waa 
impoflibte ihecoUldfufpeA people Ihe ac- 
tually did not know, could find a fubjeft 
either for envy, or dctraiftion Jn her.; Mrs. 
Wellcrs, however, enjoyed it, and was di- 
verting her hufband with the defcription, . 
when Mr. Manfel's ring at fo late an hour 
alarmed them. 

■A fervant announced a gentleman inquU 
ring^or Mifs Manfel, and before thi^y had 

. , - - C 2 ' lime 
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time for conjefture he was in the room, 
and Anna at his feet, from whence he fond- 
ly raifed her, ^nd prelTing her to his pater- 
nal bofom, felt himfelf, and afforded Mr. 
and Mrs. Wcllers unuttrrablc pleafure. 

Ac length the voluptuous filence gave 
way CO tTiUtual and kind inquiries after each 
others health; Mrs. Wcllcrs. Toon undcr- 
fiood this was the relpeftable clergymancf 
whom Anna fpoke with fuch an afFedlibnate 
warmth; her reception of a gueft fo wel- 
come to her friend, was no lefs friendly 
than polite; (he would not (xxSer them to 
enter into recitals of the paft, that nighty 
Mr. Manfel woufd want reft, and flie ' 
was (tire Anna's would be entirely broke, 
if they began a repetition of old grievances; 
to-morrow would be quite time enough. 

Early, however, in the morning they 
met. Mr. Manfel's remonftrances at her 
unkindnefi in not returning to him, accom- 
panied every painful event fce then related ; 
his furprize at her account of the note, 
could only be equalled by hers, at his 
^fclatouDg that, or any other knowledge 
of 
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of her fiiuation, than what Wilkinfon 
learm from thjt village*, the conjr£ture fell 
on Edwin, as the/ rightly concluded no 
other pcrfon would chUfe to part with their 
money without, at leaft, having the credit 
of iti Mr. Manfcl very pathetically lamen- 
ted the depravity of that young man, as it 
would, he knew, give great uneafinefs to 
his worthy parcn:s, .and indeed all his fa* 
mily ; here was an -opportunity to hear the 
purtlculars of Herbert's death, Anna could 
neither avail herfelf of, nor rcGltj fiie 
could only Hammer out the name of Her- 
bert; they were, he faid, as well as ihcir [ 
Jate calamity would admit; and obferving 
the change in her countenance, which he 
fuppofed was occafioned by,the fatal cataf- 
trophe of Mr. Herbert* haftily changed 
the fubjeft to that of her quitting the Ed* 
wins i he told her he had refolved not to 
return without her, and to take Mctmoth 
J edge in their way, in order -to know on 
what pretence her charafter had been fo in- 
famoufly afperfedi that now her affairs 
wore fo much more pleafing an afped, it 
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Wits ftifl more neceflary to clear her fame, 
and as (he thoi^ht it proper to wait lier 
uncle's return, he would himfclf undertake 
that matter. 



CHAP. LXXV. 



'A nfm Difcovery, 

. W HIt,E they were conYcrfing With the 
real racisfaftion which ever attends the meet- 
ingof true friends, a very loud ring oc- 
caftoned Anna to look towards the gate, 
.when fhe was in the utmoft adonifhmenr 
. to fee a poft coaf h and four, with & numf- 
. rous futc of attendants, in Sir William fid- 
win's livery. 

Mrs. Welters ahJ the whole family were 

in a buftle, .while Anna looked with lilenc 

curiofuy co.{ee who would alight from tr>e 

'" : . ^ well- 
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well-lcnoffn carriage; her own tdeas being, 
that it wasfome new conrrirance of Mr. Ed- 
win ; but ffic was convinced of her miftake 
"by the fight of her unclf^ handing out lady 
Edwini (he was confidering what particular 
end this vifit was to anfwer ; when they en- 
tered the room, Anna ran to her uncle, who 
inftantly prefented her to lady Cecilia as 
her niece; unable to account for fo unex- 
pected an aft, ftiti looked almoft incredu- 
lous. Well, my deaicft gkl, faid that lady, 
embracing her, may you doubt what you 
hear, unkind and unjuft as I have been to 
the child of my only brother I but myJove, 
by a natural inftinft was drawn to you, ' and 
■ when every art was Cried to change my feru 
timents, ftill the tmpulfeof my nature wai 
ftrongly in your favour ; and my pride will . 
be gratified, in refigning your cftate to 
One, wl|o promifes To well to fupport the 
iiooour of our family. ' - 

Ah, madam, anfwered (he, if this bi 
true, if it is no iltufion of my fenfeB, if in- 
deed I have the honour ot being rerated to 
you, talk aof of making your acknowledge* 
C 4 mcnc 
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ment to me, by any kind of reHgnacion; 
I (hall be fufficienrly rich in your love, and 
happy in your protecHon! My ever honour- 
ed patroncfs, flie continued, throwing her- 
frlf at her feet, permit tne to add to, but 
never believe me capable of taking' from 
your enjoyments of any kind. 

Ohj Mr. Mordant, cried Lady .Edwin, 
how could [ ever fuffer my judgement to 
be fo impofed ort by the prejudices of wick- 
ed inventions, againfl this amiable creatare!- 
Rife, my love, faid fhe to Anna, this pofture 
ill becomes Lady Ana Trevanionj your 
dear facher, at the time he breathed his SiOi 
at a paltry lodging, was aiflually Earl of 
Trevanion, with nothing wanting but his 
own claim to put him in poffeffion of his 
family eftaiei it is indifpulably nowyour's; 
you will not receive your right with.half the 
pleafure with which 1 fhall refignir; thehoufe 
of Trevanion is rich Ip all its branches t my^ 
fortune is large enough to aofwer amply 
every claim of my children ; there is ihe 
copy ot your grandfather's will, do you 
retire and perufe it ; I have, to prevent your 
: . ■ teazing 
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teazing yourfelf with forms and old lega- 
cies, marked the paflage which relates to 
my dear btothcr; in the mean while I will 
beg of this lady a dilh of chocolate, 

Anna obeyed her aiint,Meaving Mrs. 
Wellers not a little pteaiJed with her 
gueAs} ^the parage alluded to, flie found 
as follows : 

** And as>from'an tinfbfttinate attach- 
ment of my ton Hi%h'TTl;vanion) and in 
confequence of my Uifpleafore il^ereon, he 
hat withdrawn himfelf out of my know* 
ledge, and if living, keep$ himfelf conceal- 
ed from his family, iii ferir o( being again 
treated with a rigour I condemn myfelf for; 
it is my true will and'meatiing, if my afor^* 
fajd fon Hugh Trevanion, or his lawful 
heirs, Ihall pcffonalty appear lo make good 
their claims as heretofore recited, then my 
eAates and all the hereditaments thereuniD 
belonging, Ihall be immediately relinquifb- 
cd by my daughter aforefaid* her heirs, ScC> 
ficc. whether covenant or ikki and thatifhc 
or they Hull be encitlcd t9 the fixiy.tbob- 
JQuid pounds before mentioned, togeib$r> 
^. C § with 
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v/ith tbe rAH\5on houfe and eftate called 
DcnnU Place, left to my late lady by her 
motherladyBUncbDennis; provided never-' 
thelefs, thac at whatever time fuch claims 
bemadetmyiddugfater be indemniBed for 
all rents, fines, and' all other monies, liie- 
producc of my eftate which flie may re- 
crive before fuch claimant fhatl appear^ 
.and as Iwriee this wilt wkh my own hand^ 
,4'ithQucciHiiuking'Or advifing with an at- 
torney of any defcription, I advifeand re- 
' qucft my chttdren' to follow my ezunple^. 
■and if neither myfon Hugh, nor his heirs*, 
rfliould appear ti» claim my cRate withia- 
.twenty ooe. yeaxi after my death, then I 
■ give and beqvnnth the whole of my'eAate- 
itod .fortune befow recited to- my daugh- 
:«cr, &c. hc."^ >i 

- This cjeu-aft ftoh» the old Earl's wilt„ 
elucidated: :thc rdtnatningmyfixry of her' 
-&aily, and much more than: gratified all* 
■her wiDies on'that head-, the carried with. 
-htr, on licr recufn into the brcakfail roonit. 
-the watch and rings ; had there needed fajr- 
•ibu confiftaoatioo, ^thoie-.scoulii have been> 
i'-^'.i , > fiifficientj; 
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fuficient; the family arms, which had 
ilruck her as refembllng the Edwin's; were 
the Trevanion quartering, and the rings 
ancient mourning onesof their great grand- 
father Dennis, and immediately known by 
' lady Edwin ; the hair was her mother's, and 
thehandwritingunqueftionably herfather's. 
Mr. Bentty foon after appeared % he enjoys 
ed the dignity of his young friend with 
tome alloy } he could not, he faid, think o£ 
drawing fo largely on lady Ann Trevanion 
. for happinefs, as he could on his Ann4 
Manfcl i but he could tell her, he would 
nor give her up-, he had already enter-^ 
cd into league with Mr. Manfel; you 
cannot, I think, do better, faid Mr. Mor- 
dant i fome neceflary forms, notwithttand- 
iitg the Earl's injunflions, mull be gone 
through i my niece not being of age, flie 
will .become a' ward ' of Chancery till 
that period, and guardians mult be appoint- 
ed for her minori^yj I have indifpcnfabie 
rcafons for returning to Jamaica, and Sir 
\V^illiani Edwin thipks they ought td b*^ 
<bolen out of her bwn family, fo that t 

." ■ '"■:- '-m^ 
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think you will be the moft .unobjcft'ionable 
to her friends, and the moft acceptable to 
my niece for that office ; as far as I am con- 
fulted, I (hall, I afTure you, be very nice tor 
her; few men can defetve, tho' the inftant 
fhe is anounccd heirefs to the Earl of Tre- 
vanion, many will afpire to her. 

A llarting tear would now Bnd its way 
from the do)*ncaft eye of the young heirefs, 
. while Mr, Bently and Mr. Manfel were ac- 
knowledging the high honour conferred 
on them in the lovely ward intrufted to- 
. their care; the latter faid he fitould begin 
**s office, with the journey they had agreed 
on; begin! my dear fir, anfwered (he -, your 
guardidnlhip, in the moft valuable Jcnfe, 
has long been begun, I pray to G;>d I may 
not live to fee it end. 

The chocolate removed. Lady Edwm 
told her Hie was going to towji, from whence 
Ihe did pot mean to return till every ftep 
was taken tQ fettle her beyond a polBbility 
of interruption in the poffeflion of her cC- 
tatei we have concluded, coritinucd fhe, that 
fi^me aUeratien; may polEbly arife in our 
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on n family, not plea5ng, or ntce^ary, for 
you to be troubled with; if, therefore, this 
good lady can make, it cooyfnient, and 
you are happy. faere-^ we think you had 
better continue tiU you can be pioperly 
fixed, cither with fome of yoqr relations, 
or in a houfe of your own. 

Mr. Mordant gave it as his decided 
opinion, as Ae was fo near being of age, 
if fome prudent well-bred pcrfon could 
be fixed oHj to be both chaprone and 
companion, her houfeihould be eltabliihed 
as fooQ as polfible. The conduit of young 
^wio was his private reafon for wiihing 
to pUce her out of that family, and any 
Qther proper one was notcafily tobe found* 

Lady Edwin, perhaps for the fame rea- 
fon, did not oppofe Mr. Mordant's opi- 
nioTi; it was agreed, he Jhould look out 
for a houfe, and ^^^s. Wallers kindly of- 
fered to fpend the winter, with her in 
town; this point fettled, they parted, her 
uncle and aunt to town, the laner leaving 
her footman to wait on her ni6ce,' the for- 
fost engaging to correfpond with Mi*. 
Bently, 
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BemTy> who would not leaTC' htsward; 
Manfel fet out on bis journey to Melmoth 
Ijodge the fame dajr. . 
' In the interihediate time j' Mrs; WcUers 
fendeavoured to chafe from the thought- 
ful brow of Anna, the gloom which too 
often clouded her cliarming face, by. 
tempting her to make frequent cxcurfions 
to town, to purchafe cloaihi, and other 
appendages requifice to her approaching 
entrance into the great world. 

Mr. Mordant, the feeond day after hit 
departure, fentto requeft they would give 
thetr approbation of a houfe he had feen 
in St. James's Square, which, as they were 
extremely pleafed with it, he purchafed, 
and accounted for Lady Edwin's filence, 
as he faid he knew fome difagreeable oc* 
currences had happened in the fainily, 
which entirely took up her attrition, and 
advifed his niece, for thfi prefent, to avoid 
going to Grofvenor Square, - 
' A few weeks pdOed in preparations for; 
het reception at her owji ' houfe, and in 

' ■■■■'■ 'thfe 
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the mean while the letters which follow 
were received at LaytOD* 
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Correjpondents. 

« To Robert Bektlt» EG^ 
"SIR, 

** X Have deferred writing from day to 
•• day, eipeiSing to be able to tell you of 
** the formal renunciation. Lady Edwitt 
** infiftcd.on from her children of the Tre- 
•* Tanion eftate; Mr. Edwin, as well ashU 
•* fifter, refufing to gratify her j indeed, 
•* were it not for the^lovely Anna, the 
." lopg-boftfted dignity of that ancient fa- 
.'• mily;^V0ujd wear »:Tery unfavburable 
^ a^£t; Mr> Edwin has, in lefs than 
"tw^ve 
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*' twelve months, run out forty thoufand 
<* pounds, moft part at the gaming table ; 
•* and his lady, I am forry to fay, has not 
** been more careful of her charafter, than 
« he of his money, aod is likewife fcxtra- 
*• vagance and folly itfelf. Mifs Edwin 
** is removed to her father's boufe; a man, 
** who calls himfelf a colonel in the Ruf- 
'* fian fervice, had publicly addrefled her, 
" but finding the fixty thoufand pounds, 
*' to which the younger child or children 
** were entitled by her mother's marriage 
" fettlcment, was on condition only of the 
** Trevanioneftatenotbeing claimed, aban- 
" donedhisconqueft, andhas,toherinfinite 
*' mortification, left the kingdom; theyare 
" now, I believe, concluding a match for 
*' her in their own family. Lady Edwin 
"•* choofes to fay little, but I can perceive 
." flieis extremely affrfted. Mr.Edwrn and 
•' his lady are the moft fafhionable pair in 
*' London. Ijhallnot lofe a moment in 
** my dear niece's affairs ; her houfe will 
." be very foon ready for her reception-, as 
: ^* will ours for us ; it is in the firfl adjoin- 
••irig 
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'* ing ftrcct. The datnafkyou fent is fuperb, 

* and tbc glaffes efteemed the moft elegant 

* in the kingdom. - Lady Edwin with her 
' two daughters, palling by this morning, 
' I alked her to look in; Mrs. Edwin and 
'Cecilia foUowed, but never did aftb- 
' nilhment put on (b unamiable an ap- 
' pearance ; the things were only too rich 

* and too elegant for a Duchefs; when I 

* told them of your prefents, they fee you 
■* down as the intended lover of the 
''young hcirefs, and ungracioufly floun- 
'* ced off. 

** So you fee. Sir, if there had bee'n a 
" poffibility of difputing my niece's right, 
" it would have been done. How lucky 
" it is the difco^ery was made in Lady 
'' Edwin's life time. 

*' I trouble you. Sir, with my beft affec- 
■• tions to my dear niece, and compliments 
'* to Mrs. "Wellers. 

^" Yours, &c. &c. 

■ " J. Mordant." 
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" To Lady Ann Trevaniow. 

" My Dearest Ward, 
" THE eager defire of vindicaiing your 
" charafter carried me, infcnfible of fa- 
*' tigue, to Melmoth Lodge on the eve of 
** the ftcond day after I parted with you j 
*' but on entering the avenue, I was fttuck 
** by the entire change of the appearance 
*' of every thing about the houfe; the 
*' grafs was growing over the court yard.; 
** the locks of the gate fo rufty, that it waa 
;** impoiEble to open them for the admif- 
** (ion of my chaife ; a clean old woman ia- 
*' formed me, the 'fquirc was abroad with 
.•' his' lady and family, where he had beea 
" five years; I then returned to. the inn, 
" very m^ich regretting the impetuolity of 
." itiy nature, which the efforts of reafoa 
" have not yet been able to corred; for 
" had it not been for that cha,ra£teriftic of 
« Qur country, I might have learnt, by 
*• inquiring in London, a journey here 
«wauW be fruitlefs; however, as I have 
« the 
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** the opportunity of the poft to write, 
** what a fudden attack of the gout will 
*' for foftic days, at leaft, put it out of rriy 
"power to tell you of the' family in which 
*' you fpent your early years, I make ufe 
" of it. 

" The landlady of the inn, where Inow 
" am, immediately recollefted me, and in- 
" formed me hername is Steward; that llie 
" lived firfl: nurfery maid to you, and after 
" in the fame capacity to Mrs. Melmoth's 
'* children; Ihe perfeftly remembered your 
" departure from the Lodge, and faid, 
" fome difputes occafioned Colonel Gor- 
"get to leave it the fame evening, and 
** very foon the French govcrnefs was 
" llkewife difchargcd; flie faid that Mrs. 
••* Melmoth's beft point and Mechlin 
* ruffles being mifled immediately after 
*' your departure, Madamoifelle Frajan. 
".had theaddrefs to perfuade Mrs, Mel- 
"moth you was the thief, and Mrs. 
" Alhby's family not only credited but 
** patronized her at the defire pf the Qolo- 
"nel; that the fquire never would be- 
" liev* 
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*' Heve it, though, as he was at that time 
" trying to reconcile himfelf to theColo- 
" nel, he did not publicly fay fo at firft, 
** but BniJing him not again to be won 
*' to his intereft, he made no fcruple of 
" charging him with meanly plotting with 
** the French woman to ruin an innocent 
** girl, and that foon after he fold off all his 
*' ftock here, put th,e eftate to nurfe, and 
** retired to France, or fome foreign coun- 
** try; for her part, being engaged to her 
*' prefent hulband, where, as coachman to 
*• Mr. Melmoth, they chofe to have a be- 
*' ingoftheirown, and have kept this little 
" inn fince that time. She fays, Mrs. 
** Melmoth 's family is increafcd fince they 
** have been abroad. When I told this 
*' good creature, which in the pride of my 
•' heart I did, your prefent fituation, ibe 
" was joyful indeed. You, my dear Anna, 
*• (you have commanded .me ftill to ad- 
** drefs you by that epithet,) will not, I 
*• truft, be the only perfon who feels not 
*• happinefs atfuch a chain of provideri- 
** tial difcoveries, I p,ray to God, I m^y 
" not 
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" not in mine forget, what as a fervaot of 
**the moft high, becomes my dear child, 
" your affeftionatc, 

- ** and devoted, 

*' David Mansbl." 



Thefe letters were followed by one from 
lady Edwin, which I likewife tranfcribe. 

" Mr Dear. Nuci, 

** My filence, and not feeing you at your 
" good Mrs. Wcllers's, mud) 1 fear, have 
** given you reafon to doubt the warm af- 
" fcdion I am proud of bearing you^ my fa- 
" mily, my dear, is wholy divided t no unity 
*' no peace, and lefs affeflion fubfifts among 
" us. My fon, who is endowed with ta- 
*' leots to render him an ornament to his 
" country, devotes his fortune to fluipers, 
** and his inclinations to the noft aban- 
** doned part of the creation. 

" Mrs.Edwin, iflheh3sp^efcrveclberho- 
*' oour, has been fb exceedingly carelefs of 
;* her repuutioni that flic has no admittance , 
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** In' the circles where I can have a chance- 
*' of feeing Ker^ and Ihe has not thought it 
"^neceflary to pay me more than one vifir. 

**, Cecilia; ohi Anna! I rauft fay no- 
** thing of her i bad it not been difcovercd, 
*' that the independency my fctdement gave 
*' her, in "cafe you had not been fo happily in 
** exiftence, wasnowofnoeflPeft, fhe would 
** have been by this time wife to an Irllli 
*' fortune hunter of neither birth; fantily, 
** or charafter. He was introduced by a 
*• perfon who, they fay, is a foreign noble* 
** man, but whoTe choice of an aflbciate 
" renders his own character doubtful ; we 
" have removed her from her brother's, but ■ 
" we have fo little weight with,' or autho- 
*' rity over her, that, as we could not pre- 
" vail on her to pay you proper refpeft, and 
« we chbfe not to truft her out of our owh ■ 
** prott&ion, wc could not, with{)ropriccy, 
** give you- the invitation ve longed to do. - 

*' Mr. Mordant is - indsfatigable about ' 

•' your haufc ; my fiftcr Herbert, and her 

** meek Patty, will fobn be in towji ; to- her, 

** and her ool}', dare I now conlign my 

** daughter. 
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"daiighrcr. The counfel goon'widi your 
" aSairs, as they lay, very faft; but their 
" expedition does not keep pace with my 
"wiflics; I long to fee you in pofTeiTion 
*' of your right, and your uncle declares, 
" he has a capital of tbirry thoufand 
" pounds to pay you. 

" Receive my congratulations, my dear, 
*' and be afTured, I am thankful to hea- 
" ven that the honour and virtues of my 
" anceftors are adofned by fuch a reprefen- 
" tative. Sir William joins in every kind rc- 
" membrance. Your aflFcAionate Aunt, 
" Cecilia Edwin." 



By: this letter Anna was informed of 
the fentiments .of the young Edwins to- 
wards her, and as fhe had no wilH to exult 
at Cecilia's ezpence on the change in her 
fonune, flie coincided with, her Aunt's 
opinion, that it was moft eligible to ftay • 
wjiere flie was, till her own houfe wu ' 
ready. 

Mean 
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Mean while the prepai'atioM for her 
fplended entree into life filled the village with 
its lullrej but the cafe was now different; 
that affct^cd look of modefty, which was 
fg vifibljr a mark of the undaunted frgnt of 
immorality, was. changed into the rvfeetcll 
delicacy; her face, which aftoniftied the wo- 
men how any man could like, became the 
beautiful index Of. an accomplished mindj 
and thofe ladies whofe misfortune it was they ' 
could not walk out without having their 
delicacy Ihockcd by the fight of a young 
woman^ (wtio, if (he had been all their 
candour fufpc^ed* certainly wilfully of- 
fended nobody,) now had a fulHcient caufe 
for exultation if they pafled in the way of 
the flighteft civility from lady Ann Trc- 
TanioH' 

Alike amiable in profperity or adver- 
fiiy, was our heroine \ but grievous as the 
obfervation is. It is neverthelefs true, with 
the fame fentiment, pcrfon, and manners, 
fee, who wa» in poverty and dependence, 
chatted with almoft every vice, and un&c 
for 
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far fociecjr became an example to the wo- 
nen and the admiration of the mea. 

Mr. Mordant having completed her 
feoufe, and prepared every thing for her re- 
ception,, came down in her own coach, 
whh the heirefs lozenge, to fetch her-; be- 
fore they left the hill, he defired to have 
fome private conveHation with his niece. 



CHAP. LXXVII. 



The Brilijb Merchant. 

W'HEN Mr. Mordant and Anna were 
alone, he expreflcd his happinefs of having 
his wifhes accomplii^, in leaving her ia 
pofletfioD of her right % I have, my deaf} 
did he, a large fum to account with you 
fort ai>d perceiving io the countcnan^i^ 
his niece, ever ftrongty expredive of the 
Vol. IV. D emotion* 
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emotions of her mind, a , repugnance to 
hfcfir of her having any, claims on him, af^ 
feftionately putting his hand on her mouth, 
*' I muft: flop, my dear," faid he, " thofc t(- 
fufions of a noble heart j although not a 
^Trcvanion, t am a proud Briton ; Lady ■ 
Cecilia Edwin cannot be more anxious to 
pr^ferve the honour of her noble blood, 
more tenacious of its dignity, or value ic 
higher, than I do the title of a Britilh Mer- 
chant* Inflexible integrity, indullry with- 
out parfimony^ hofpiialiiy without extra- 
vagance, a noble confidence in the fpirit of 
commerce^and above all, re<^itude-of heart 
and probity in dealings, are the marka 
which always Ibould, and in general do, dif- 
tingulfh our refpcAable body. 

" Vou,Lady Ann, arenobly defcended on 
your father's fide j your mother's will not 
difgrace you i you muft not affront a mer- ^ 
chant by interrupting htm in an a& of com- 
mon honefty % the nioney is your juft right; 
1 aiUL too rich and too proud to accept the 
pr6|*erty of another; -the iiprightneft of 
my dealings have rendered them profperous. 
My 
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My fon" — he paufed— and looking fn the 
bluOiing face of Anna, — '" I fee you antici- 
pate what J am going to fay* butit is necef- 
fary you (hould know why he has left the 
kingdom without feeing you." 

** Good heavens, ii my coufin then 
gone !" exclaimed Anna* 

Mr. Mordant proceeded—** when firft, at 
Sir William Edwin's, his young and guile- 
Ids heart became enamoured of you, and 
made propofals to ra^rry and take you to 
Jamaica with him, he but made ufe of the 
privil^e be received from me, to chufefof 
himfelf, previous to his leaving England ; 
I laid no reftcidions on him, but with, re- 
fpefit to the charafter and education of 
the objeft of his choice; my correfpon- 
dent here had indeed direflions to be par- 
ticular on that head} but m point of fettle- 
ment, I gave them their own latitude ac- 
cording to the merit of the lady. RejciSed 
by you, on his return home, when I met 
him at the Madeiras, I found his heart ftill' 
opprefled with the weight of his firft dif- 
appolntment; fondly anxious for his hap- 
D 3 pineal 
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pinefs, and bearing the dependenc fituatibii 
of the perfon he loved, 1 flattered mylclf> 
I might yet prevail on her » content to the 
\ happinefs of a youth, whp> in my partial 
eye, defcrved every thing j it was long' 
lince I had embraced my boy}- and as I 
could not,prevaiI upon myfelf to part with 
him fo foon as the different voyages we 
were engaged in required, I brought him 
back, fully determined to omJt nothing 
on my part that could contribute to his 
[ peace. 

" The dilcoTery of your rank was a fatal 
blow to our plan; fanguine, as youth gene- 
Tally are, he foolilhty flattered himfelf with 
. the contrary j he hoped— but why do I re- ■ 
peat what was an tnlult on the charaAer of 
his father — which nothing but the violence 
of his pafTion and want of experience can 
palliate or excufe ; his attachment, his love, 
increafing too rapidly' for prudence or rea- 
fon to guide, I have.fent him away ; I felt 
his forrow— but time will melliorate the 
tranfpona Qf"y(iuth and paflion, and be 
wiU 
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will yet thank his father for hot taltiiig 
the advantage of — — fituatioa, to be a 
villain." 

The admiration of Anna equalled her 
gratitude-, thofefeotimentsfo nobly conGf- 
tent with the charwfter he had before drawn, 
and thofe actions of probity and honour, 
filled her wiih painful plcafure, which de- 
prived her of fpeech — he went on 

** If, when his offers were of importance 
to your fubfiftence, you could with ftrmncfs 
rtjeft thtm, w'as it likely they Ihould now 
be accepted? Yes, Anna, dear, amiable 
girl, image of [hy bdoved mother, I know 
thy foul i a falle Icnfe of honour, the fa- 
cred impulfe of gratitude, 'would have in- 
duced you to give happinefs, when, for 
want of a parity of inclination, you could 
not have received it; I IHouId have been 
difgraced in my fon's advancement, and 
mifcrable in the reproaches of my own 
heatft. 

<" Pardon me, Anna, for thus affefting 

you; fome apology for your coufii was 

neceflary^ and none fo pi-oper for the oc< 

D 3 cafion. 
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cafion, or fo agreeable to my principles as 
truth; you have now my indifpenfablc rea- 
fods. for returning foon to Jamaica, al- 
though my ultimate wifh is to fettle in 
my native country j but the time when, 
depends on two things — my fon's peace 
—and your marriage. Perhaps, faid he, 
fmiilng, that confideration may be of 
fome fervice to the happy man of your 
choice, wh(^ being lb wilt be to me 
his highcfl: recomm_eridation. 

** Mr. Bently is your warfn friend ; he is 
the oobleft work of heaven, an honeft 
maD} confult him on points of judge- 
ment, and let your aunt be your guide in 
point of family; her pride has a laudable 
foundation. It is neceffdry for the good of 
the common weal that fubordi nation 
■flio'uld be kept up; there may be fome 
exceptions; but there is in general that in 
noble blood which commands refpeft, 
and ihofe marriages are raoft happy that, 
are neareft equality. A's to wealth, you 
hivc enough for both ;" and then tenderly 
embracing 

u Cookie 
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«nbracing her, he left her, to prepare foe 
their little joulncy. 

Mrs. Wellers, on witerihg, found Anna 
in tears, and inquired with great anxiety 
the caufe, which our heroine repeated" 
with a mixture of delight and aflfedtioo ; 
and both ladies did ample juQice to the' 
principles of the Biitiib Merchant. 



CHAP. LXXVlIt. 



AFaJhionahk Enlrlu 

J. HE time was now arrived when Anrnt* 
was to be introduced into what is called 
life ; fenfible, accomplUhed, beautiful, 
rich, and nobly born, was it poffib le ihe 
could be lefs than the rdge ? Her jewels- 
were fuperb, her houfe elegant, equipage 
fplendid, aad furniture in the higheft 
p4 taftet 
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tafte; tn her domeftic eftabtiflunent, &apM 
pioefs and decorum were liiorc confulted 
than ihew or grandeur, although there ap- 
peared ;io deficiency in the latter. Mrs> 
Wellefs was fo obliging as to make her 
home with her; Mrs. Clarke was her 
boufekeeper, whofe daughter flie permit- 
ted to live as afliftant to her mother; Polly 
Dalton was her woman, and her other 
domcftics were fober and orderly. 

Sir William and Lady Edwin went to 
her houfe the moment, fhe arrived; his 
honeft difinterefted foul felt not a thought 
of difpleafure towards Anna ; though we ' 
will not pretend to fay he would not haVe 
been as well picafed to have retained the 
acres; he, aa I jiave faid, fondly loved his 
children; notwithftanding his diflipation, 
fcfe gloried in his fon ; that young man was 
a' phenomenon; he had made ar fpeech 
sgainft the miniftcr the day before, that 
lafted two hours and a haff, in which he 
difplayed fuch a knowledge of the cotv- 
ftituttoiial law, fuch intelligent wifdoni, 
and fuch ibuod' judgement, as aftoniihed 
ti» 
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^e houfe, though he had not been in bed 
two nights before; could the faults of 
fuch a Ton be remembered, hy fuch a fa* . 
ther? no, it was for him and him only, he 
regretted the Trevanioo eftate, and mow 
liberally than ever fupplied his extrava* 
gance. 

The Thurfday following, LadyAnu 
Vras introduced at court by Lady Edwin ; 
and here, though fuperior to the flie»pilh> 
nefs, which Httle minds often miftake for 
modefty, flic felt herfelf awed and abafit^ 
ed ; and at the inft&nt the Queen entered . 
the circle, ber tremblibg Hoabs at firft re- 
fufed their office. 

But when ibe ventured co look up^ 
when Ihe met the mild and gtacious eye 
of the beft,as weilas firftofwomenjwhen 
the benevolence which flioc its beams 
from ber countenance reaflured her, fte ' 
was feftfible oniy to thofe feelings a loyal 
heart,. .and hone but fu^ h can defcribe. 
,— »■ Who, indeed, ever felt in that auguft 
pre (ence, but that refp^ and awe wefe 
blended vi'ak love and admiration i 
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And here only it was that her gracei 
Itcauty, md mvdcfty, could be eclipfed. 

Pride of the Brittfli nation, beauteous 
bloflbms of a court, by your prefence ren^- 
dercd the brighteft in the known "world, 
into whatever clime, by the policy of na- 
tions, yc are tranfplanted, if the blefllngs 
and prayers of a people, whofe riling hopes 
ye are, be anfwered, you will experi- 
-ence the peace, and profperity -fp facredljf 
promifed. to the children of the righteous, 
«nd fo amply merited by the ^aces of your 
Own lovely forms, and the innate virtues' 
of your fouls I yet will the tears of fenfi/- 
bility drop over the Unavoidable feparation,. 
and r^ret foUitw the parting fteps of the 
cliildren of our beloved fovercign. 

The buz of, '* who is that l charming 
creature !. vvhit ia (he !" together with fome 
anecdotes of Anna's hiltorj ^that had 
tranrpired, rendered her per-fon, drcfs,. 
words, and even looks, obje^s of curiofity 
and attention -, her beauty became the to- 
pic of converfation zmopg the men, as her 
dreis did among the women. Compliments 
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and coagracuUtions flowed from every 
tongucj and ihe eye of Majcfty gliftened at 
the %ht of a young orphan, thus nftored 
t» the dignity oT her blood. 

Her doors were thronged with viGtorf, 
and'her porter's roll was too voluminous for 
her own infpedion. She appeared at the 
Opera : Ibe h^dbeen feen there beforr, when 
a few of the ornaments of Fop's alley had 
beftowed from their dear {elves fo much at- 
tention as to fwear, Qie was a deviliJh fine 
girl, a good piece, a charnung creature }— 
they had done more, they had even aOced 
vho flie was i but that was the laft ftrerdi 
of expiringcuriofity ; a poor Welch parfon'a 
daughter, a companion to ah old woman t 
horrid, contemptible, how could the pretty 
things be drawn in to bellow a moment on 
fuch an objeft i She attended Lady Edwin 
to that feat of elegance over and over after, 
without exciting a fingle glance; in this 
negled. Indeed, flie had the comfort of 
feeing almoft every fine woman included, 
thole of a certain defcription' only excep- 
ted j the beaus of the prfcient age are not 
P 6 ■■ ■ ' yw/. 
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very famous for their attcntbo to tnodell 
women, or indeed any women at all. 

New herentrance into herbox was honour- 
ed by the generiil notice of the audience ; 
the men all loft their hearts, and thfe ladies 
were raoft of them her very dear friends ; 
in fine, the lovely young heirefc was the 
fafliion. , 

But in thofefcente of (hew, pleafurt, 
and ceremony, which daily incrcafcd in 
their demands on her time, flw n^le^d not 
her friends, nor were the claims of diftrdi 
forgot i the firft part of the day, flie faid, 
wa6herowB,theremaiBdertheworld's;att(J 
jier real ideas of the duties of humanity, 
and the calls of the unfortunate on her 
Bffiuence and power; were too poRnt to 
i'uffcr mere form or diffipation to deprive 
her of the fccrct approbation of her owa 
heart. 

In fpight of whatever lafte, faftion, and 

example could urge, though an enthufi- 

, aft in Biufic, Anna preferred weeping 

with SiddoQs, or iiniling with Abington^ 

te the hearii^ a nMAer made by avarice 
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- end mhuinanity trill ooc ivocs, it was im* 
polfible it could have a natural idea of* 

AflOther very^ unfafliionable and ridicu- 
lous cuftom Ibe obftinaiet^ adhered ,to, 
which was that of fatisfying her mind 
with onecBtertainmeBt in one evening, and 
returning home when it was ended. Dan- 
cing was ba favourite divcr&on> and might 
perhaps fomecimes have carried her to the 
midnight hour^ had her fpirtcs been fucb 
tt would fuAr her to paruke of it. 

Mr. Manfel returned from Someriecfhire, 
after a twbuh's con&nement, but was noc 
fuSered by lady Ann to go to Wales } iii 
the fummer Ihe promifed to pay her h& 
refpcd to th< remains of herdear friend at . 
LlaDdore> to whofe memory the caulcd a 
black marble monument to be ereded over 
the fpot where her beloved governefs was 
buried ; fiie had likewjfe made ftri£t, but 
fruitlcfs enquiry, for the place where the 
body of her father had been interred, and 
given orders to ereft a magnificent mauib- 
leum at Trevanion chapel, in commemo- 
ration of his death and misfortunes » Ihe 
niad§ 
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Jhe made Mr. Manlel her domeftic cbap- 
lain, and the guide of her a^ons i her ancle 
and Mr. Bently had a boiife between them t 
the latter growing more attached to ouc 
heroine the longer he knew ber^ he was 
her almoner and her partner in cvsry cha- 
ritable donation. 

Lady Edwin was her conftanE Tifitor, 
and fo good as to excufe her pundual re- 
turn, on account etf Cecilia, who&rancour 
was out of all bounds; Mr. and Mrs. £d^ 
win feldomcame in her way, as her ititer* 
courfe was wholly among the amiable oi 
one fez, and the moral o£ the uher. 
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CHAP. LXXIX. 



Proves thai Riehts will not do every Thtngi 

<n.NNA*s town cfUblKhment being com- 
pteced, the many oSers of marriage^ whicb 
were rejected as foon as made, icrved only 
to convince her of the wedded ftate of her 
heart, which do change in life was able to 
wean from its firft dear object j his death, of 
which (he entertained no doubt,, fixed h£r 
lefblutions as to matrimony. 

White Herbert lived, Ibe had not pre^ 
fumed to indulge a hope of being united 
to him,, though £be Battered berfelf (ho 
might cherifli in her fecret thoughts tbc 
unconq^uerable affeftion (he bore him, with<- 
out injury to the happy woman who was 
deftined to (hare his heart and bear his 
i^me. AU he faid,. or did, was, in her 
partial e^e^ the (l:andard of petfeftion} 
; . witb 



«4, ANNA. 

with him imagipanonrcfted, and with hint 
hope died, and ftitl her hours of retire- 
ment were devoted to the fond remembrance 
of fome or other of the fcenes fhe had 
pafled in his Ibciety ; Ihe was amufing her- 
felf in a melancholy revival of paft happi- 
nefs, when Mrs. and Mifs Herbert were 
announced. 

A^taied by her own hopelcfs thoughts, 
her face pale as death, with the deplorable 
impreffidns of grief and defpair on her 
mind, Ihe very much difappointed thoTe 
ladies, who expcfled to fee the change in 
her fortune marked by the life and gaiety 
of her deportment. 

Patty took her pafllve hand, and con- 
gratulated her on, the happy difcovery of 
her rank ; Mrs. tkrberc laid all that true 
benevolence could dilate on the ftate of 
her affairs j the fable hue of their drefs 
went to the foul of Anna; it was fome mo- 
ments before her fenfations would fui^r her 
to articulate, and eveii then the power of 
fpeech was preceded by a (bower of tears t 
whcO this was fubfided, flis returned, in 
the 
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tlie mod graceful and endearing manner, 
the civilities of her friends, recolleAed the 
paft goodnefsof Mrs. Herhcrt with grate- 
fill acknowledgements, and her heart re- 
Claimed its alliance with Patty ; (he order- 
ed herfclf to be denied to every body, and 
enjoyed, in the unreftrained fociety of her 
old friends, thereal advantage of wealth 
and independence; ihe blamed hcrfelf for 
not writing to them ; but yet, faid ftic, in 
a trembling voice, not able with all her ef- 
forts to reftrain her tears as (he glanced her 
charming eyes over their mourning— what 
could I lay i 

' Mrs. Herbert, much calmer in her grief 
. than Anna expefled, anfwered only by a 
deep figh at this hintj and Patty*8 eyes 
filled, but,' as if glad to be relieved from the 
painful fuhged, hiadc no anlwer, and the 
COTiverfaiion was ftbpped, till rcfumcd by 
Mrs. Herbert's apologifing, in her turn, 
far hte fitence, by aiTuring her, how. 
ever unaccountabk it might feem, Lady- 
Edwin, wheo flie informed them of her 
brothet's 
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brother's heir being found, dropped no 
bint it was their dear Anna. 

"AndMr.Wilkinfonj" interrupted Patty 
with glowing cheeks, ** does not know- it 
** yet." They then began to talk of Llan- 
dore; Mrs. Herbert fpoke highly of Mr. 
Wilkinfon, and exprelTed herfelf under 
great obligation' to the goodnefs of his 
heart; his praifes were re-echoed by Patty 
with a warmth bpth of fpeech and colour 
Anna could not help obferving. 

Mrs. Herbert declined flaying the even- 
ing, having engaged to return to Grotve- 
Dor fquare early ; but Ihe permitted her 
daughter to fiay, as they were to quit 
town very foon, and the young ladies were 
anxious to pafs as much time as their 
engagements would allow together. 

When alone, thofe amiable women ' 
agun embraced, and UDboromed them- 
ftlves to each other. 

Patty accounted for tbc manner in 

which Anna had been difcarded from 

Grofvenor fquare, and how her note bad 

fallen into Mifs Edwin's hand, whofe uo* 

ktodnefii 
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kindnefs to Anna was but the counter- 
part of what (he had herfelf experienced 
from her; flie however hoped, when they 
were married, her brother would have in- 
fluenceenough to induce her to leave her 
London manners behind her> when they 
went to Wales. She was proceeding — 

" Your brother!" faid Anna, with every 
mark of aftoniflunentj " is your brother 
then alive?" 
"Alive !"8nfwered Patty, finiling; '* why 
** what can poffibly induce you to aik. ? yes, 
" thank God." 

•* For whom then," faid Anna, " do you 
** Wear fuch deep mourning ?" 

** Oh," returned Mifs Herbert, " I have 
not yet told you half the forrows we have 
known fincc I faw you; my poor papa— 
but I muft tell you all, and how charm- 
ing your old lover Wilkinfon has behav- 
ed to us." She then, in her ingenuous, art- 
lefs manner, related the arreft of her fa- 
ther, the accident to Tyrrel, Collet'* 
good nature, and Charles's exile. 

The 

D5-,z..t.kGOOglC 
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The agleation, the hopes, fears, and ex* 
peftations of our heroine, during this re> 
lacion, cannot be defcribed ; but her mind 
was in the end fettled with refpeA to young 
Herbert, by the conclafion of the naira- 
tive. 

" Wheu.faid Patty," ^'myanntfoupdher 
brother's lawful heir appeared, ihc wrote 
to mama, and I believe, if the ttuth was 
known, communicated fomc imprudent 
conduit of "my coufin's, but -at the fame 
time told her, Cecilia ftill avowed, her 
partiality for my brother, 'and therefore, 
»sihe would yet be. a great fortune, which 
my aunt dreaded might fubjeijt her to the 
dcfignsofbad people; and as fo greac a 
difmcmberment of the dilate W-quW prer 
vent Sir William providing for Charles 
to the manner he .had propofcd, fte con- 
jured mama to forward the marriage they 
always intended fliould take place, which, 
withgreat returnee, Ihe undertook ; what 
paffed between her and my brother, I 
can't tell ; but he has agreed to obligt her, 
and we ate come to town to meetTiim. 
. .We 
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We go to Dencis Place « famiiti\ the/ 
propoie die wedding co be celebrated im" 
mediately on our arrival there." ' 

This conclulion gave Anna a flow of 
falfe fpiritsj her pride afllfted her to con- 
ceal from the fifter her fond, and as fhe 
t^eo eAeemed it, weak attachment to the 
brother; her exertions to entertain hep 
friend the remainder of the evening were 
uncommonty vivacious } and ftrength of . 
mind did that for her, art never could ; ifl 
gave her the appearance of cafe, when her 
heart was barltii^. 

Patty regrcued very much, deccncyt 
would oblige her to return, with the hy- 
meneal party to Dennis Place; fte prO"' 
mlfed to be a punftual correlpahdent, 
and pay a vifit to Anna as foon as ihe 
could get off; Mr. Mordant attended her 
home,, and returned with the news of Mr. 
* Herbert's arrival in Grofvenor fijuare. 

Mr. Manfel, who was pre&nt, faw all 
his former fufptcions of Antu's attach- 
ment 10 young Herbert confirmed in her 
truth-fpeaking; countenance at this in- 
formation^ 
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Ibrm.itt6n, but fufiered not a thought to 
efcape him; flie ptefently Mtired to her 
apartment, and, difmtf£ng her woman, 
threw herfelf, almoft fuffocated with grief, 
andgafping for breath, on the fopha. 

*' Alive Us then Charles Herbert alive! 
does he then yet exift? and can it be?- 
reftored from death, he lives, indeed, but 
to what end? and is he at laft to marry 
Mifs Edwin? — poor young man I had he 
not been happier wedded to his grave? 
—then paufing — not his own choice nei- 
ther — that might have led him— but gra- 
titude — Oh, what a fubftitutc for love! 
liow Indelicate the mind that can accept 
it! — how ill paired will theirs be! yet, 
why do I fay fo I what right have I to fup- 
pole their anachment is not niutual i would 
l^e clfe have entered with fuch alacrity 
into their fcheme ! Ah ! no — why then lio 
1 fuSer a hopelefs, unrequited pafllon 
thus to afflifl: me, to embitter my mo- 
ments and render me wretched in the 
midft of enjoyments? Ob, why does me- 
mory, too faithful to my forrows, for ever 
rtjmind 
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rtmind mc of his perfedions? but I have 
long refolved.nerer to marry; and will ic 
be a greater crime to love, to adore htm 
when I have it fo amply in my power to 
ferve, than when poor and deftitute> I 
had but my prayers to give him? let oie 
hope not— let hidi then marry Cecilia; 
his children will, perhaps, inherit my 
efiatc ; I will, at all events, be a fifter, a 
faithful friend to him." With thofe idea*, 
fteilattered herfelf flie had compofed her 
mind ; but ileep again forfook her, and' 
het funk eyes fljewed her attentive and 
watchful friends how ill Ihe had refled. 

Anxious to fly from herfelf, when the 
newfpapcr, in which were announced the 
arrivals at Bath, was brought her, a fud- 
den hope, by change of place, to procure ■ 
the tranquillity flie could not expcft, 
where the Edwins, and their concerns, 
muft come to her eari, ftie propofed an ex- 
curfiyn to Bath ; — fhe was fick of Lor.doa 
.— Would Mr».WeIlers go? — " Heyday," 
cried Mr. Bently, " and pray what is there 
in London to ficken your whim£cal lady* 
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ihipyou will not find ia Batfc >" Well,** «it 
fwered ihCf affc&ing gaictjt, ** l-'vm deter*- 
mined to cry your gadUoEry; what do I 
keep fo many old moi -in jny train for^ 
but to exhibit thek fqlly in following me ; 
uncle, will you go?-" 

** Are you fcrious,** he anfwered? 
She aflbred htm Che yras; and Mni 
Wellers declaring it was the only fcheme 
in the world flie fliould like, if it wis 
agreeable to Mr. Wellers, he was coiT-' 
fulted, and every thing fettled for an ex- 
curfion to Bath, * 
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fie ymncf pejlfonei^ 

ANNA» always quick in her ideas, 
and rapid in putting info execution refo- 
lu^ons once formed, and willing ro avoid 
Mr. Herbert and Cecilia, they were on the 
point of fetting out for Bath, when a mef- 
fengcr came to beg Lady Ann's prefence 
in Grofvenor Square. 

She had feveral times been at Lat!y 
£dwln*s public and private parties} in the 
firft, Mifs Edwin did not at prefent appear, 
and in the laft ihe had not even chofe to 
mix; but the hurry of this fummonj alarm- 
ed her, which alarm was iacreafed by Mr. 
Mordant's fervant briogii^ the news of a 
duel, and intrigue, w)uch, though no 
names were mentioned, plainly pointed ac 
young Edwin, and his lady. The car- 
VoL. IV. E riages. 
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liages, which were drawing up at thfc in* 
ftant Lady Edwin's fervant arrived, were 
now ordered to put up, as the journey 
muft be unavoidably poftponcd, at leaft 
a few hours, and Anna went in her's to 
Grofvcnor- Square. 

She alighted ; the fervanl was followed 
by Mr. Herbert; but oh, how changed! 
his fine face, where light-hearted joy was 
wont to dwell, overfpread with grief, and 
wan with Care, his eyes yet charming, re- 
treated from her earneft and inquiring 
looks; deep lighs rent his bofom; his hand 
trembled almoft to convulfion as he led 
her, ftill turning from her his averted eyes 
to Lady Edwin's dreffing-room, where a 
fceiie prefented It&lf, which beggars all 
defcription. -• 

Mm. Edwin, in agay mafquerade ha- 
bit, pale as ftfhes, and weeping,- was lean, 
ing on C<«tiia; Lady Edwin^ on a fopha, 
juft recovering from an hyfteric &; Mrs. 
Herbert vainly endeavouring to comfort 
diem. The moment Lady Anna entered 
the 
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tTie room, they all feemed to feci their 
grief renewed. 

Oh, Anna! faid Lady Edwin, my fon, 
my dear Hugh, is no more! and what is 
worfe, he hat imbrued his hands in blood; 
he is not only murdercd/but is himfelf a 
murderer t , 

Anna, ihuddered at this dreadful ac* 
count given in broken intervals of grief, 
amid the groans of the whole family; fhe 
could adminifter no confolation ; her fpi- 
rits low when ftie left her own houfe, and 
weakened at the fight of Herbert, were 
now too much overpowered to be fuppoit- 
«d; ihe fainted away. 

On her recovery, ftie found Mrs. Her- 
bert, and Patty, were only remaining of 
the diflrcffed group, fhe faw on her firfl: 
coming; her eyes vainly explored the 
room; ihc objedt in which they. delighted 
was no longer fcen; fhe could hardly be- 
lieve but "what had paffed was an illufioa 
ofherfenfes, tliat flie had not feen Her- 
bert at alL 
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Mrs. Herbert, as fhe recovered Inform- 
ed her of the fatal event whith fo diftref- 
led them ; flie faid, Mrs. Edwin drove 
thereabout Dine, habited as {he had feen, 
and in a ftate of terror add dtftrefs border- 
Higon diftradion, fhe told them fhe went 
laH aight in a party to the Hay-market, 
and by fome accident miflcd the lady who 
washer companion,butfuppofingihe could 
not fail of meeting her again, flie danced 
with a gentleman. Count Maxwell, who 
was of their party, till day light; not, 
however, meeting again her friend, and the 
rooms being clearing, they went to the 
houfe of the lady they had loll; finding, to 
their furprize, ihe was not come home, 
they agreed to have fome coSee, and wait 
hier return; but tired and fatigued, they 
had both dropped afleep, from which thejr 
were awoke by company gaily rumiing in- 
to the room, who, when unmafked, they 
found to be Mr. Edwin and her friend 
. Mrs. Corbett; high words enfued betweea 
the. gentlemen, who went out, regardlefs 
of her prayers and cries, to decide the 
matter; 
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matter; the fervants fatd, they got into 
the coach which brought Mr. Edwin 
and Mrs. Corbet home, and ordered It to 
Hyde Park, whither Sir William imme- 
diately ran, where he heard the gentleman 
in the white domino, who Mrs. Edwin 
affirmed to be her huiband> was killed on 
the fpot, and the other faid to be mortally 
wounded ; but, Mrs. Herbert added, this 
dreadful cataftrophe was rendered fome- 
what doubtful by a meflenger from Mr. ' 
Edwin's, informing Lady Edwin, it was 
the Count who was killed, and that Mr. 
Edwin was alive ; the diftrafted parents 
were gone there attended by her foo. 

On hearing that the Count was no more, 
Mrs. Edwin was fallen into ftrong con* 
vulfions, and wa^ carried fenfelefs to Ce- 
cilia's apartments. 

Such a complicated fccne of diftrefs, 
could not fail to ihocfc the gentle foul of 
Annat fenfibly affefted by the voice of 
woe, wherever it met her, it here had the 
double claims of blood and friendfhipj 
yet "her own heart, torn wiA conflifting 
£ 3 paOionSj 
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paffions, flie was .badly qualified for tfie 
office of comforter to others. When the 
news of her fon's ijiisfortune reached Lady 
Edwin from her own daughter's hard 
heart, file had fmall Hope of copfolatioq ;. 

. the bofom friend of a woman, whofe con- 
duct allowing her flory to be a real reci- 
tal of faifts, had blameably involved h^r 
hufband in a duel, how could flie open 
her heart, or unveil her fufpicions to 
her. ■ ' 

Next to* her in point of affeAion, and 
far higher in efleem,, flood our heroine; 
when unexpected calamities ftrike the 
foul, it wifiies to look out of the poignan- 
cy of its feelings to the refourccs of friend- 
fiiip, and dreadful is the fituation of that 
being who looks in vain. Mrs. Herbert, 
indeed; was prefent; but Mrs. Herbert's 
misfortune and dependence, took from 

' her the weight flic would clfe have had; 
Lady Edwin, therefore, in her firft agonies, 

■ fent for Anna, although flie regretted that 
huily ftep, whcd fhe faw her fo jiffeded. ' 

Ihe 

, . ■ .......Google 
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The inftant after a mciTage corning 
from Portman Square, flie reluftantly left 
her niece ro the care of Mrs- Herbert, 
Charles attending her ; Mifs Edwin, now - 
running into the room, frightened out of 
her fuUen, fupercilious airs, begged Mrs. 
Herbert's affiftance; Mrs. Edwin being, 
file believed, dying; two gentlemen in the 
medical line, a phyfician and apothecary 
were with her, but a third was necefiary; 
the convulfiou had brought on an abor- 
tion^ without reltoriag her fenfes, and ihe 
lay a pitiable viftim to the confequcnces 
of tbofe deviations from honor, ilie would 
a few hours before have laughed at. 

Mrs. Herbert begged Anna to retire to 
Lady Edwin'-s drel£ng-room, ordering her 
woman to attend ^ Ihe was a feniible well- 
behaved perfon, who had lived there wlien 
Anna was Mifa Manfel, and took that op- 
portunity of paying court to her by her 
affiduity and refpeft; but Mrs. Herbert 
had hardly left the room before this atten- 
dant was fummoned to her Lady at fvlr. 
Edwin's. 

E+ ,_ teft 
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Left alone in momentary expedatton 
offomethingftiUmorealarmingjflie endea- 
voured to recollea her fcattered thoughts ; 
the waiiderers of themfclVes advened to 
one objedt; notwithftanding the boFrorv 
that furrouiided her, Hcrbett was prefcnc 
to her imagination, yet, fclf-condemned, 
flie was trying at fortitude,, when the door 
fuddenly opened, and Herbert haftily en- 
tered. 

1 thought my mother^ fiiid he— when 
feeing Anna alone and in rears. Bis con- 
fu6on, his trembling returned; Ihe had 
a&ed him twice after lady Edwin arid hef 
fon, before ihe could perceive the Icaft 
attention to her queftion, at laft he anfwer* 
ed with a voice of rcndernefs: 

That the horrors of the morning were 
fuch as gentleoefs like her's ttiould not 
witnefs; he entreated flic would permit 
him to wait on her home; Lady Edwin, 
Continued he, is too mournfully engaged 
to return fooni Mrs. Edwin is unworthy 
roharrafsyou with her merited diftrefsi let 
mej dear Lady Anna^ then lead yen from 
this; 
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tills fcenc of forrow; and, oh, faid he, 
with agitation too ftroiig to be fapnrefled 
or concealed, that it had been my blelTect 
fate to have preferved yoii through lifo 
from every ill; to have watched over and 
proteded jfoim- beauty and honour. Wilh- 
^raw no(, deareft erealare, this hand, per- 
haps held for the laft time, by the mbA 
miCmbk of men; witUiold not from me 
the comfoft of unfolding to you the ex- 
<{uifite mifery which wUl moft ifluredly 
defiroy me. 

. AoDt, hardly lefs afTe^cd than himfelf, 
however remembered both their fitua- 

liODS. 

Engaged to Cecilia, could he dace ap^ 
proach her with profeffioiM of a paffion 
inimical lo her honour ; was fliC not free 
when he voluntarily fubmitted to enter 
into that engagement! yet had he not 
obliged her to exert her endeavours to tear 
him from her metnory t pride and paffion 
both ealkd on" her now in this trduoug 
mooaent, (when her own heart was melt- 
ing with teadernefs, fhe law before her, al- 
E^ uUj 



ti ANN A. 

moft fpeechlfs wih agony, the firft, laft, 
andoniy objeft of lier love) to be rcfolme \ 
aflTuming* therefore, as much compofure 
as ingenuity, ]ike hers, could put on, Ihe 
laid, Ihe fliould certainly goJiome, though 
(haughtily) Ihe would not trouble him for 
»n efcorti Mlfs Edwin .had juft left the 
room, in a fituation which had a right to 
all the tendernefs he feemed inclined to 
throw away on her. 

Notwithftanditig ali her endeavours, the 
moment Ihe uttered this fentence, her pride, 
her reafon, were too weak to fupport her 
in a conflict fo tnterefting, her heart again 
funk> and her voice was toft in the laft 
fentence. 

Herbert, with a bow he meant Ihould 
conceal his emotions, then let go ber 
hand. 

She hadily quitted the apartment, aad 
throwing hcrfelf into her carriage, was car- 
ried home in a ft&te of mind neither to be 
conceived nordefcribed; the fatal news had 
. been cooiirmed in Saint James's fquare, 
and 
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and Mrs. Wellers, in great unuGoels, 
waited to fee, or hear from Anna* 

Her deje^ed looks, and faint voice, 
threw Bently into a rage j he wondered 
what poSibtc end it could aofwer to lend 
for her lo-fuch fcenei ? 

She retired dire<5tly accompanied by her 
frjcnd, in wh^ bofom Jhe wept without 
communiciUtng her forrows ; no; that Ihf 
iiad any obje&ion to unvcilii^ her iompft 
thoughts to that worthy woman, but the 
indelicacy of fuSering her peace to be 
broke by a man, who had never made, any 
e0brt£ to obtain her hand, and who was 
engaged to another, reltrained her. - Mr. 
Manfel gently rapped at the door, and was 
admitted; the good man h^d long feen, 
with great pain, all was notateale in thie 
heart of his child, as he yec called her; he 
entreated her to unbofom her grref to her 
friends, and led himfelf to the fubje£t of 
young Herbert and his intended mar- 
riage. 

Soon was Mrs. WeJIers convinced that . 
^herc jthe malady lay, but flic was much 
• B 6 furprized 
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furprized at Mr. Manfel's mentioning hi* 
marriage with Mifs Edwin as an irrevocable 
engagement, for Collet had always made 
her the confidtni of what pafled between 
him and Herbert* which fhe had noc re- 
peated to Anna, having given the doAor 
her honour not to do it, and never hearing 
Herbert's name mentioned, llie little Rtppof- 
ed him of coidequence to the peace of her 
frietfd, whofe filent anguilh Tiew fiilty cr* 
plained the foarce of her uneafinefs; but as 
the avoided anfwering their kind interro^ 
gatories, and appeared uneafy, they per- 
fuadcd her to try to take ibme reft, to 
-which flie the more readily confentedy^ as 
(he wifhed to be free from their wcll-meant 
though officious inq^uiriet* 
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± HE moment Mrs. Wcllers was aTone- 
with Mr. Manfel^ Hk revealed all fhe knc«r 
of Herberc's anachment to Anna } he wa» 
not only furprized, but grievedv to lind» 
from her accounr, two fuch amiable young 
people, with no other obftrudion to their 
bein; eonipletely happy,' tliarrwhat mere 
obedience to the will of otherr had railed, 
were likely to be miferable in their fepa- 
ratioa i he well knew the inHexibility of tlie 
Edwini in points in which they conceived 
their honour to be concerned, and he. as 
well kaew the nice value Anna fet on pro- 
priety and delicacy, thofe were all agaihft 
the moft dillani hope of the long conccE- 
led match being fet afide; and he forefaw, 
he laid, with youth» beauty, lafJt, and 
ricl 
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richesj lady'Ann had not ytt gone through 
all her days of probation ; fuch was the 
jmperfe^ ftate of all human bltfs, thae as 
the affliction of a corrupted world, led- 
often to bleffings, fo its attainments were 
as often productive of ills^ more painful to 
the human mind* than any of the train of 
common events, which daily and houjily 
Tifit the poor and laborious part of the 
Creation. 

Another meflcngef from Sir William 
brought a note, which requiring an anfwer, 
they were obliged to rtll: difturbing their 
iiicnd. 

It was from lady Edwin, again reqeft- 
ing to ice Lady Ann, and dated PorEtnaO' 
Square ; before ihe had rrad it through, 
Mrs. Herbert was announced. 

Her looks indicated terror and grief; 
{he begged Anna, if it was polBble for her ' 
to fupport fuch a f(%ne, to go with her to 
Mr. Edwin's 1 he it dying, faid Ihe, but 
declares he cannot leave the world, without 
feeing you ; his paroyxfm from pain has 
been Aort, till withJQ thi$ half hour j the 
mortiEcation 
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mortification is allready begun, and be lies 
free from thof? agonies which might have 
^Frighted you too much ■, for God's fake, 
if you can bear it — come. 

Anna wanted no &rther intreaties, but 
Mrs. Wellcrs infilled on accompanying her 
there, and Mr. Manfcl begged to follow 
them. 

When they arrived at Mr. Kdwin's, a 
diftnal (ilence reigned through the houfc ; 
the hall, which was hitherto filled with ill- 
governed footmen and their aflbciates, was 
now wholly dcferted j the porter rung 'a 
bell, when Bates, with a countenance of 
grief, uthered them through the magnifi- 
cent rooms, inio one in which Lady Edwin 
fat, with her eyes half {hut, In filcnt agony 
by the bed's lide, holding one hand of her 
beloved ion. Sir William kneeling on the 
other; "drops of forrow rolling in quick fuc- 
celfiondown his manly cheeks; Mils Ed- 
win and Patty behind Lady Edwin's chair, 
againfl: which their faces were both hid; 
and on the bed, fupporting the dying man, 
and wiping thefweatfromoS* his foreheadjfac 
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the cl^nt, but emaciated formi of a lovely 

woman, whom Anna had irever yet kcjn 
two furgsons ftood ac a diftanee from the 
bed, venerating the grief of a virluousf 
pair, mowaiog their fon cut off in the prime 
of youth, by £he horrible confequcnccs (tf 
his own" vices. 

When Anna approached the (blemn fcen« 
cf woe. Lady Edwln^ with a look that 
went to her foul, extended to her the hand 
' ihe had at liberty,, and grafping it a nio- 
ment — unable to fpeak — at length, looked 
at the lady who fupportcd Edwin, Ihe un^ 
derftood her, and with a voice choaked 
with grief faid, 

The lady is here, your coufm is come-, 
will you not now fpeak to hert come, my 
beloved Hughy eale your dear heart ! 

rie immediately looked up? a faint 
gleam of fatisfa&ion (bone out of his fan* 
guid eyes, already dim with the approach, 
of death ; after a fliort filence, in which he 
fcemed to be rccolltiSing himfclf r 

Oh> Annaf faid he, with a bitter iigh, 

is it thus, after all my- plots and fchemea I 

i|Ow 
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now ke thee.!-^yet, even now, I delight to 
look on thee ! ii is a cordial to my departing 
fpirit, that I fee thee — innocent, and virtu- 
ousi I thank the god of mefcy, who protected 
thee from my arts. Say, Anna, fay coufin, 
can you forgive me? will you pardon the ills 
you know, and the many you do not know, 1 
hadcontrived ^ainll chepurity of anangel i 
fpesk to me, and pray for me ; the pray- 
ers oi fuch a foul mud be accepuble t 

Anna, whofe heart never harboured an- 
ger beyond the palling moment, kneeling 
at the feet of lady Edwin by the bed fide, 
folemnly alTured him of her perfcft for« 
gtvenefs, and wept her concern at thefatat 
event j Ihe folemnly promifed, at his le- 
ijuefl-, to comfort his parents. 

Yoa only, laid he, are worthy of thtf 
tendemels of fuch hearts as their's } be to 
Ihrm what I ought to have been. His fiftcr 
then caught his eye ; Cecilia, he added^ 
take the warning your brother gives you* 
be virtuous and be happy ; feeling now the 
tears of his fupporter drop on his face, oh, 
Angeliaa> fiiid he, I have not defervedi 
^hi» 
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this tendernefs from you, do you forgive 
me too ? 

Forgive you I £dwin> anfwered the 
unhappy woman ; do you forgive me ? my 
unbounded love dretf you into my own 
ruin ; had I not fallen^ you might have, 
been happy. 

Frotcft her, languidly looking at his 
Cither} and again at Anna, adieu thou lafl 
chearing object of my thoughts, be in alL 
thy ways blefled } then, as if on rccoUedion, 
where is your Mr. Manfel ! 

He- is, anfwered Anna, wUh.a pleaTed 
carneftncfs^ in the houfe, will you fe9 
kirn? 
. Ycsl 

Shcflewoutdfthe room to fetch him, and 
tiien he deGred to be left by all, but the la- 
dy and the clergyman; they coaiplied, each 
cboofingfeparaie apartments, except Cecilia> 
who was fo much (hocked at the approach 
of mortality, (he would not be left a mo- 
ment alone. * 
. A dead filence reigned through the 
houfe, which in ten mimites waj awfully 
. interfupied 
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interrupted by people palling quick in Mr. 
Edwin's room, and that then agiia focceed*' 
by a profound filence. 

Mn Manfel foon after entering J,ady 
Edwin's apartment, ihe knew all was over, 
and Mrs. Herbert affifted by him, then 
attending her; Anna and Mrs. Wellers 
returned fiome, leaving the body to the 
care of young Herbert, from which fad 
remains the lady would notftir. 

The wretched Mrs. Mitford was acci- 
dentaly paffing in a hackney coach to her 
lodgings at Brompton,whereflie lived, pa- 
tiently waiting, in a deep decline, the laft 
great -change; at the moment the bleed- 
ing and expiring Edwin was carried home, 
rtfigned to her own fate, tnd'at peace with 
a merciful God, this fight of a man fhe 
had doated on, was too much for her rea- 
fon; grief and confter-nation gave her 
ftrength; fhe flopped the coach and flew 
to him ; his eyes, their luftre loft in the ap- 
proach of death, recognized her injured 
form ; his head funk on her bofom, and 
ihofe feelings of humanity and jufttce, 
which 
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which his difllpated life had conquered^ 
were now revived; he implored her forgi- 
vcncfs, who in this moment had no other 
confolatton, but that in death, flie fhould 
not be divided from him, who ihs bad 
adored when livbg — fhe accompanied him 
home. 

This was no time for form, or preja- 
dice; the pity Lady Edwin always fek 
for the unhappy Angelina .was not lefleir- 
cd, by feeing her weak efforts to fupport 
.her dying Ton ; fhe invited her home, but 
the forrowing woman declined her kind- 
nefs, fhe continued with the corps till it 
was remaved from the houfe^ and in one 
month her own was, at her \a& requcfly 
' depoilced with it. 
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CHAP. LXXXII. 



The Rttr^fpeS. 

Mrs. Corbet, who I haTC already in^ 
troduced to my readers, was a voluptuary 
of fafliion, left early In life a widow, with- 
out guide or principle to regulate her con- 
dud; and having been unkindly ufed by 
her hufband, (he vowed never to marry 
again, which vow reached not to the ex- 
cluiion of modem gallantry ^ In that Die 
had indulged till all thelovely attribute* 
of the fez were deftroyed, modelly was 
DO more, and every fenfe of delicacy loft 
in the conftant gratification of vicious 
paffioDs; her own perfpn was lovely, and 
being, fropi long pradice, perfcft miU 
ti^rs of the art of pleaCng, her intrigues 
1v«re numerous, but ac the heart had fel- 
dom 
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dom its fhare In them, they were confe- 
quently of fliort duration. 

The day (he dined with Mrs. Edwin, 
in company with her hu£band, had been fa- 
tal.to her peace, and the ind4fFerence with 
which he-received her advances, while it 
excited her anger, but increafed her in- 
clinations. Mr. Edwin was certainly aa 
objeft to infpire the foft paffion, which 
was to this lady, in the degree Ihe now 
felt it, as violent as new; fiw pcrfcvcred, 
though with great difficulty, in her at- 
tacks; as he was fo much devoted to 
gaming, little time was left for intrigue, 
and the groffer appetites were gratified 
with more eafe than gout; as to his ferioua 
defires, when his inordinafe love of play 
would fyffer them to arife in his mind, 
they were ever pointed to Anna Manfel. 

But Mrs. Corbet was not accuftomed 
to give up a point tin which her heart was 
fet; Ihe feflt him an anonymous challenge 
tvhich no young gay man would refufc 
with the flighteft regard to his reputation t 
they met, the lady was fatis6ed; one in- 
terview 
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tcrview fucceeded the other, and Mrs. 
Corbet's attachment increafing -with a ra- 
pidity Ibe had no wiih to repel, uniting 
treachery with cunning, flie formed the 
plot of betraying to Mr. Edwin the ill 
conduA of his wife, in order to efieft a fc- 
paration between them, which -woald, fhe 
flattered hqrfclf, fecure to her the legal 
poQeilion of the objeA on whom ihe 
doated. 

The fatal mafquerade was not the iirft 
or only place from whence Mri, Edwin 
had retired with the Count. Mrs. Cor- 
bet well knew what would happen, and 
having appointed him to meet her thercy 
fet him to watch hit wife the whole even- 
ing, and at her inftigation he had followed , 
them to herhoufe; there the unhappy pair 
were furprized, not as Mrs. Edwin faid 
Ileepbg, .but in a lituation fufficlently. 
provolcing to a hufband. 

Mrs. Corbet, depending on , tb<i jcoa^ 
tempt file knew .Edwin fcjrforbis wife, 
And unacquainted with, or not allowing 
lor, th^f aOionace warmth of his coiiDtr.yy 
/ , , thought 
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thought the law only would have been 
his refource; but the dreadful confe- 
quence of her deceit to a woman flw call- 
ed friend, and who had indeed been great- 
ly influenced by her exampte, rendered 
her truly mife,rable, in the lofs of the 
man Ihe lored, and that by her own con- 
trivance, and left her in full poObffion of 
the contempt and abhorrcBceof the world 
for her part in fo deep a tragedy. 

Her houfe, from being thronged with a 
certain defcription of people, who not hav- 
ing been abfohitely found out, pretended 
ft) -fome degree of reputation, became 
defertedt and her fortune being too fmall 
to fupport it without fbme fuch affifiance, 
fte had often received from Mrs. Edwin, 
flu flew, loaded with tgoomy and ihame, 
a burthen to herfelf, a difgrace to her re- 
lations, Mcnda Ihe had none, to the cond- 
nent, whete ihe finiflied her life in indigent 
«bfcurity. 

. Mrs. Edwin was fo obnoxious to Sir 

'William and Lady Edwin, to whom their 

unhappy fon related aU that had bappcn- 

cd» 
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ed, they detefted her name, and Sir Wil- 
liam infifted on her being removed. 

Mifs Edwin, however, continued her 
firm advocate. The feelings of that young 
lady feldom carried her out of her dear 
feif. The death of her'brothcr was very 
foon reconciled (o her ideas; her profpeifts 
were confiderably enlarged by it, and the 
addition to her fortune of infinitely more 
confequence than the Jofs of fifty bro- 
thers, 

Charles Herbert was now the undoubt- 
ed heir to her' father's eftate, which was 
entailedby his grandfather on him, in fai- 
lure of male iffue from Sir William; her 
mother's, with all the pcrfonals, would be 
hers. A defire of mixing in the gay 
fcenes Ihe had reludtantly been torn from, 
returned with the powerof enjoying them, 
when flie confeffed her afFeftion for Her- 
bert; it was done with a view of concilia- 
ting the favour of 'her offended parents, 
whofe difguft at the Jevity and impru- 
dence of her conduit threatened to fix 
her in' a fpherc of life fhe detefted. As 
Vot. l.V. F . o t« 
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to the young man, fhe had once bought 
him amiable, but that was before her 
tafte was polilhed by a thorough know- 
ledge of the great world; before Ihe had 
been taught to laugh at all facred engage- 
ments. Colonel Mendez had taught her 
many leHbns, befides defpiling the lan- 
guage of truth ; and fond as (be once was 
of him, no perfon living could be lefs to 
her tafte now then Charles Herbert. 

But Ihe knew her mother's folly in fet- 
ting a value on every thing that corre* 
fpondedwi[h her old-falhioned notionTthat 
Sir William would not oppofc his lady in 
any thing ; and that a match with her cou- 
fin was always their hobby^horfe; befides, 
owning a pafEon for him went a great 
xii&y towards clearing her from feme tin- 
pleafant refledlions which had been fpiead 
concerning her conncftion uith Mendez; 
then again Ihe dearly loved mifchief , and if 
not firft in Herbert's affeftions, ihe ihould 
have the fatisfaftton of rendering his 
■ union impoffible with her, who was; fince, 
if h« declined the propbfal, as fiie more 
,thao 
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than exported, he mufl: either ftay abroad 
under the djfgrace of his friends, or return 
to what fte knew he would never fubmic 
to, a fervile dependence on people who 
conceived themfelvcsilUufed by him. 

But in thofe conjectures fhe was deceiV"' 
ei; for Herbert had left England iti fuch 
thorough convii^ion of Anna's impru- 
dence, which, though it had indeed been 
rendered fomething doubtful in Collet's 
firfi letter, was brought to proof in his 
fecond, he had given up every thought of 
her, but thofe of regret and compaffion. 

His fathei's deplorable end, his increa* 
£ng obligations to the Edwins, their noble 
behaviour to his mother and lifter, with 
their parental care of himfelf, would 
have drawn from him, at their requifition,, 
his life without a murmur; when, indeed, 
Mrs. Herbert firft hinted her wifli he 
Ihould marry his couiin^ fo much he dif- 
liked the manners and conduct he had been 
witnefs to in that young lady, it appear- 
ed to him the much greater faciifice, and 
F i ^Jio. his 



loo ANN A. 

his anfwcr to Mrs. Herbert coaveyed a 
po6tive rejeftion of the treaty. 

But when his mother, on whom he 
doted, came to plead to him the kind- 
nefs of Sir William and Lady Edwin, the 
deftituteanddefenceiefs ftatc ftie and his 
fitter muft be in if deferted by them, the 
charge of ingratitude it would entail on 
them all to rejeft not only the offer but the 
earnefl. defite of both the lady and her 
friends, whenihe conjured him not to com- 
plete the wretchednefs of his mother, and 
affured him all her hope of comfort in 
this life depended on his obliging her, - 
when ihe begged him to recal to his idea 
the many, many years of her paft life, in 
which mifery had darkened her days and 
reft forfook her nights, and implored him 
not to let her now experience that from 
the darling^of her foul, which would far 
exceed all fhc had yet fuffered; and when 
he confidered that the only woman he had 
yet fcen, or indeed hoped to fee, with 
whom his heart claimed alliance, was loft 
to him, and thatforever, greatly as he dif. 
liked Cecilia, he could not prevail on him- 
frlf 
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fcif to withhold the confolation his dear 
mother demanded, and therefore impower- 
ed her to forward the affair, and lay any 
thing {he pkafed for him, promifnig to 
meet her in London as foon as Ihe wiihed ; 
he likewife wroteio Sir William and Lady 
Edwin, and to their daughter, in terms 
confident with that engagement. 

Cecilia had no ideas of the matters be- 
ing fo haftily concluded; her defign being 
to avert the fcntcncc of living in Wales j 
to teaze Herbert, and to amufe herfelf; 
honever, as Ihe knew no remedy, and con- 
cluded {he {hould be better able to manage 
him than her parents, thought k beft to fub- 
mit with a grace to what ihe then faw ao. 
hopes of avoiding. 

Herbert, by fettingout for England, mi0ed 
Collet's laft letter, giving an account of 
Anna's uoexpefted good fortune; and as 
Lady Edwin had not, in her httt perturba> 
tion, informed Mrs. Herbert of any of the 
particulars, only (imply, that an heir was 
found to her brother's eftate, it was impof* 
fible he could know that heir was Mifs 
Fj Manfel; 
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Manfel; what then were his feelings when, 
at the fame moment, he learned her rank 
and fortune? He was llkeivife convinced^ 
ihehad been injured in every report cir- 
culated to her difadvantage. 

Too late was juftice done her charafter; 
his honour was engaged; he had figned the 
corjtraft, the deeds were engrofiingj and rf 
that had not been the cafl-» could he now 
dare to afpirc to a perfon of her rank, 
courted and carclTed by all tlie world, 
followed and admired as much for the beau- 
vy and accompUlIiments every mauth was 
■full of, as for the eftate (he was heipefs to ? 
- It could not be. 

What then did prudence, reafon, and 
honour di^Ce? To avoid her fight, to fly 
from the temptations of gazing on her, and 
to decline all intercourfcs^ or even know- 
ledge of her Effairs; this was the le0bn hard 
'necefliEy taught, and which he was refolv- 
ing to.put in pradice,' when the calamity 
■in Sir William's family rendered an inter* 
view unavoidable. 
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Anna Manfel, young, innocent, and 
amiable at Llandorc, captivated his heart ' 
betore he was fenfible of its danger, at the 
inftant he believed her wigaged ; his eyes 
dwelt infenfibly on the attractive .elegance 
of her perfon, his foul hung on the accents 
ofherltps, and his icnfes were enraptured 
with the fafcinating charmsof her cor.verfa- 
tion; to love her was apart ot his nature he 
could not conquer 1 unconfcious of any de- ' 
Cgn of injury toher, as unapprehenQve of 
danger to himfelf, he fought not to explore 
the fccret fprings of feelings that were no 
lefsnew than delightful ; it wasenouglr, 
tijat to-morrow, and to-morrow, he (bould 
fee^W; (he would liften with pleafure 
while he read a fcIeAed paflage from a fa- 
vourite author ; fhe would again fing the 
ibng that had ycfterday charmed him; if 
they walked out, he fhould decorate her 
bofom, the leat of purity and truth, with a 
flower of his culling j if they convcrfed, he 
was fure to Hnd his own fentiments endear- 
ed to his reafon by a recolleftion that they 
were hers; but no farther thought ruffled 
F 4 the 
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the ferenity of the prefent, or ahrmed him 
with apprehenfion for the future, till Anna 
began to abfcnt herfclf from Llandore, 
and the day was fixed for her departure. 

Then the pangs he felt revealed a fccrtt 
pregnant with defpair and difappointment i 
her circumftances fo narrow, his own fo 
dependent, his parents forming fuch hopes 
from his advancement in life, how could 
hcdifpenfe with the duty he owed lhem» 
or anfwer to his own honour, any attempt 
to feduce the aSeftions of an amiable 
young creature, from the perfon to whom 
he underftood flie was engaged? 

We have feen the progcefs of his affec- 
tion after their interview in London, which 
could notnowincreafe, and which had not 
fuffcred abatement. 
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CHAP. LXXXIIf, 



Old Habits foon refume. 

iVlRS, Edwin's guardian refufing to re- 
ceive her, (he was, for the prefent, remov- 
ed to lodgings; and Mr. Ed*in fcnt down 
in great ftate to the family vault for inter- 
mftit, attended by Herbert, who carried 
with him Sir William's recommendations 
■to be returned for the borough in the room 
cf his deceafed father. 

Lady Edwin, whofe foul, though it felt 
tink not under woes which are the com- 
mon lot of mankind, lamented more the 
degeneracy pf her fon than his death; con- 
ftitutionally attached to the dignity of her 
family, (he confidered his early fate, though 
it wrung" all the mother in her foul, as a 
per'rod to the immorality and extravagance 
of his aftionsj fuch a life reflefted dif- 
F5 grace 
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grace on the blood of the Trevan'ions; had 
it'bcen continued, the eftate as well as namc^ 
as far as it depended on him, the one mult 
have been branded with diihonour, the 
other divided among Iharpefs. 

Anna, was now literally the pride and. 
hope of her aunti in her Ihe dejighted, and 
with her the chtcBy fpent her time; for aa- 
to her daughter, flie had a fettled ill opi-- 
jiion of her principles-, to deviate frtjm the 
truth was, in Lady Edwin's eftimation, a 
prognoftic of the worft kindj and Mifs- 
Edwin minded not confirming fuch devia- 
tions with the mo(t folemnalTcverations to. 
carry her points 

Wearied by a vain oppofition toher ob* 
fiinacy arid foon hoping to fee her married 
to Herbert> (he was again permitted to re-- 
ceive and pay her own vifits,. though un- 
der reftriflions, which /he regarded notj, 
but indecent as it mult appear^ Mrs. Ed- 
win was no fooner recovered, and in her 
own houfc, than whenever Cecilia could' 
efcape the obfervation of her mother, th^, 
were infcparable. 

The 

D4,..tkGooglc 



ANN A, 107 

The young widow,' it is true, had the mo-- 
defty to keep at home ; bui though flie had 
loved the Count, her mind had norefourcei 
within itrdf; to be alone was, to her, the 
moflr frightful folitude; and Hiut out by 
Jier imprudence from the moft valuable 
part of Ibciety, it required little pains to 
induce her to accept the company leaft 
calculated to retrieve her loft reputation,, 
rather than be alone. 

Her large eftatej,and the great perfonil 
fortune fecded on the heirs of a woman 
who was yet childlefs, rendered h^r a molt 
interefting objeft to an officer in the guards.. 
Captain Mcilifh, with the afliftance of a. 
handfome figure, and a competent degree 
ofaffurance, contrived to introduce him- 
fclf in a n*.oft favourable light to Mrs. Ed- 
win j it was not feldom he there met Ceci- 
lia, and the ftory of the Count and Men^ 
dez being too receht to be forgot, it fur- 
niftied him w ith a hint of providing for a 
brother officer,, who he accordiiigly intro- 
ducedj and who as naturally fell defperate*. 
f6 ly, 
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\y in lovft with Mifs Edwin, as he had hlm- 
fetf done with the young widow. 

Of this connexion the family in Grof- 
venor fquare were ignorant ; but Mrs, 
Welters and Lady Ann heard it from every 
quarter; it was circulated in the morning 
vilits, fneered at after dinner, circumftan- 
tiaily ^-epeated at tea, and between the 
deals fpoke of at the card-table of every 
genteel family in the vicinity of St. James's^ 
excepting only at Sir William Edwin's 
and (while they were prefent,) where they 
vifited. 

Mr. Herbert being daily expefted ia 
town to take his feat, and the Edwin fa- 
mily detained only by Anna's affairs, which 
were nearly fettled, it was, judged moft pru- 
dent to avoid adding to their afflictions, by 
hinting at an affair that ijigro0ed fo much, 
the chat of the town. 

Amidft the fplendour of riches, and in 

the higheft enjoyment of all they could 

purchafe, Anna found in her internal 

- wretchednefsj the fallacy and ioe£licacy of 
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inere affluence, when the heart is not at 

cafe. 

It was in vain the good Mr. Bently con- 
tinued his efforts to divert her atcencion 
from her own forrows, by adnwniftring re- 
lief to the lels corroPive ones of others; {he 
was the chearful giver; and the bleffing of 
the faint-hearted followed her fteps; but all 
would not dO} the anguilh of her mind 
not only preyed on her fpirits, but vifibly 
injured her health ^ and though Ihe kept 
them as much as polTible from her friends, 
had many complaints thatindicated an early 
period to a life, not more valuable to her 
own circle, than to fociety in general. 

Mr. Mordant was diftratSted at the alter- 
ation in her looks; and Coller, who was 
DO Icfs a favourite with Bently for the ho- 
nefty of his principles than for his medici- 
nal ikill, had a plain neat chariot given 
him, with a pair of firong black horfes, on 
purpofe to vifit her daily. 

Such a rapid rife in the fortune of an apo- 
thecary, who did not poffefs faculties that 
would at all get him on tn his own village, 
could 
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eould not fail of exciting curiolitjr- and 
perhaps my reader will fufpedt from the 
fpecimen I have already given, fome little 
fcandal found its way into the furmifes of 
the judicious inhabitants of Layton. 

But no fuch thing happened.. Had 
Mr. Collet beenobliged, from unforefeen 
lofles, the decreafe of his patients, the il- 
liberal refleiiions of his neighbours, or any 
other caufe, to have laid down a charior,- 
inftead effecting it up,it would have been 
a moil fortunate circumAance, in that ic 
would hsve furniflied the iadics and: 
gentlemen of the place with an occalion 
of repeating every little folly of his life;. 
it would have given them a pretence to fit 
in judgement on all the errors he either, 
had, or was faid to have committed ;. and,, 
finally, it would have offered a fine op- 
portunity for them to difplay the com* 
pa£Eon of their natures by pitying the 
poor fellow, and their penetration in 
having always thoughc what it would. 
IBome to.. 

la 
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In the pre&nt cafe his chariot 

Increafed hisprafticej 

Improved his fltill j,' 

Gave theje nefcai qugi to his perfon j: 

Brought him invitations to dinner ; 

latroduced him. to Mrs.. Bibbins's tear 
tablet 

And induced a lady that kept a- board- 
ing fchool in the town, with whom he had 
longbeen enamoured, to. make fuch ad- 
vances ta the diffident apothecary,, as- 
opened bis. mouth, and' gave Lady Ann^ 
an opportunity of conferring on. them the^ 
honour of her prcfcnce at their nuptials, 
which were celebrated at her houie, with 
fpecial licenfe, by Mr. Manfel, when Mifs 
Herbeit did Mrs. Collet the honour of 
flandtn^ .bridemaid.. That • afternoon^ 
brought to Lady Ann a letter from Wil— 
kinfon, inclofed in one to Mr.Manfel,both. 
which he prcfonted to her.j flxe imme- 
diately apologized to her company fgr- 
the rcfpeft, flie faidi flie muft ftiew an old- 
£dcnd, and. then readas follows :. 

. yXo 
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To the Reverend David Mahsil; 
Dear Sir, 

" THE abfence of our worthy pallor 
**from his flock, though very decently 
** fupplied in.pointof parochial duty,can- 
*' not be more fenfibly felt by any one 
" among them thanmyfelf; when will our 
*' good re£tor return ? is a queftion coh- 
'^ftantly alked of m&-, it is a queftion I 
•'heartily wifli L could anfwer. 

** You have been fo good as to aflign 
" very kind and confideratc reafons for 
** not letting me know the fuccefs your 
" inquiries after whom Lady Ann Treva- 
**Bion; I have brought my mind to re- 
" joice in the difcovery ; 1 exult in the cer- 
** tainty of feeing the lovelieft and moft^ 
" amiable of women in a rank, where her 
« example and merit will be equally and 
" confpicuoufly beneficial to an admiring 
«• world ; you fay, when I- can, from my 
** haart, offer my congratulations on this 
" event, you will lay them at the feet of 
*' your charming patronefsj that time is 
« now 
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**now arrived; with refpeft to her my 
" chief happinefs is, that I had the pene- 
" tration to diftinguiih, to love, not indeed 
" before Ihe was the objedt of adoration 
" to all who knew her, but before one 
" view could be attributed to me, but the 
" pureftafFeition. 

** The letter I have the honour to inclofe 
"to her may expofe me to cenfure as a 
" vain man, but I flatter myfelf ftrong 
" proofs would be neceflary to prove me 
"a diihoneft one; if my requeft is ho- 
" nourcd with Lady Ann's approbation, 
**.flie will communicate it to you, Sir, and 
** I will hope your good office on the fub* 
"jeft it contains; if not.flie will have the 
•' goodnefs to conceal the error of, dear 
" Sir, 

•* Your gratefully obliged, 
;* humble fervant, 

** Ebwaro Wilkinsow,* 



"To 
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To Lady Ann Trevanios. 

(Inelofed in the /oregBtng.} 
Madam, 

" IF the crooked lines of this letter 
*' fpeak any other language than that of 
*' the moll friendly congratulations on 
•'your reftoration to that family, and 
*' thofe honours you was born to adorn, 
** they do injuftice to my feeHngB, Cnce, 
*' ardent as were my wiflies, they were 
*' ever damped by a prefentiment of your 
" fuperiority and my own unworthinefsi 
■• and the difcovery, that I was not mifr 
■' taken, though It was impoffible for me 
•* to know how, was what I rather cxpcft- 
'* ed than feared j accept then, madam^ 
•* from a heart, tbatj'towarda you,, has. 
" never known guile, the fincereft congra- 
" tulations; and happy as you arc in the 
•* poffeffion-of every earthly blefling, for- 
•• give the farther boldhefs of one who. 
** would die tQ fcrve,^ or give yoju plea* 
^^fu^e* 
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'" I ani^- madam, by the. favour of my 
'* late friend, Mr. Herbert, already ia 
*• pofieffioa of confiderable property, the 
** produce of my Ihare in the iron works 
" Diy own induftry has brought to be ftj 
*' beneficial to the company. My lot is fix- 
" ed here, far from the fociety my indina- 
•* tions would lead me to, and here I muft 
" continue, at leaft, for fome years, be- 
" fore the bleffings of independence will 
" empower me to fix on any other refi- 
** dence. I am formed for fociety; my 
" heart'w!(Qt3 a panner; do you know, 
" in the number of your friends, madam,- 
** one who would receive it, torn and 
** mangled as it is, with its firft attach- , 
*' menfc? Mr. Herbert's laft words to me 
*' were, 

•■ Remember my kindnefi » you," 
•< The injuniiiion was needle'fs, 'I can 
"never forget it. If vanity and my 
" ownwifliesmiflead me, Lady Ann Tre- 
" vanion will pity, without expofing, the 
** folly of her friend. 

" I have 
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*' 1 have thought, in the mild refulgent 
•' luftre of Mifs Herbert's eyes, I have 
*' feen (he inherited her father's fenti- 
" mentSi if I am honoured with your 
** approbation, I ftiall certainly try, whc- 
"ther I am miftaken or not, but it is in 
" your power to filence me for ever, as my 
** obedience to your commands, my vene- 
** ration for your judgement, and my re- 
*' fpeft for you, and youri, can end only 
** with the life of, 

" Madam, 
** Your moft obedient, 
" And devoted, 
. " humble fervant, 

*• E. Wilkinson,'* 



Mifs Herbert, wbofe curiofity was very , 
ftrongly excited by the manner in which 
Mr. Manfcl delivered "Wilkinfon's letter, 
as well as the eagernefs with which it was 
. perufed, turned fo fick before it was fini- 
ihed, flie was obliged to quit the room; 
out 
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our heroine immediately followed her, 
and queftioned her with great tendcrnefs, 
on the caufe of her fudden indifpofition; 
her evafions, accompanied with glowing 
cheeks and confcious glances from her 
eyes, at the letter, convinced A'nna Ihe 
had the caufe in her Hand ; however, ihe 
forebore preffing her farther, and was go- 
ing, when Mifs Herbert gently detaining 
her hand fdid, "dear. Lady Ann, anfwer 
"me oncqueftion;" "a thoufand, my 
** dear Patty; what would you know?" 
She again coloured deeply, and in a low 
voice hardly an-ounting to a whifper, 
alked, *' if Wilkinfon's generous difinfe- 
*' reftcd paffion was at laft 10 be reward- 
" ed ?" 

'* r believe_it is, my dear," anfwered 
Anna; " but not by me J there is bis Ict- 
** ter, I leave it for your perufal, and when 
" you have fo done, if yourlicknefs fliould 
** be quite gone off, you will be lb good 
" 33 to return to the company." 

The reader is by this time in pofleffion 

of a fecret long kept, and carefully 

guarded 
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guarded in the bofotn of Mifs Herbert ; 
from her infancy up, ihe beheld Wilkin- 
fon with a partial regard; when he addref- 
ftd Anna,afLlandore, Ihe feltevcry unea- 
iinefs a perfon of her placid turn could be 
fubjeft to, in fuch a lituation; but as he . 
had never made ihemoft diftant advances 
to her, flie kept from ^every creature liv- 
ing the preference with which fhe honour- 
ed him ; and hers would, as' moft other 
hopelefs pafiions are apt to do, have died 
away, without any material injury to her 
health or fpirits; but when, at the death 
of her father, M'S. Herbert found in him 
the tender and refpedfulfolicitude of afon, 
aswell ,as the unremitting attention, to her 
affairs, of a fincerefriend; wbentheafTeiftion 
of a brother was added to the refpeft he 
had ever ftiewn her,the gentle heart of Pat- 
ty was irrevocably loft, and gratitude gave 
too great a fandlion to her regard for, him, 
for prudence to keep either within bounds; 
Ihe gave a loofe to fentiments fo laudably 
founded; and Anna being now out of the 
reach of his addrefies, indulged the moft 
flattering 
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flattering hopes, that flie fliould be the; 
next objeft of bis choice. 

The letter from him, delivered with 
fuch fo;m by Mr. Manfel, Ibocked and 
alarmed her; was Patty Herbert a queei), 
Wilkinfon fliould fliare her crown; and 
why might not worth, like his, be equal- 
ly acceptable to Lady Ann? thence her 
agitation and ficknefs; but left alone to 
read a letter, every line,of which, in her- 
opinion, might have been penned- by a 
Cicero, her tranfports w,ere lively and fin- 
cere. . 

" Ah I" exclaimed flic, ** my eyes were 
** never before in my favour! how often 
"have 1 lamented their truant variation 
" from the colour of the reft of my family, 
" and envied Charles his fine dark ones ? 
" but no^w I would not change them, no 
*' not for Lady Ann's." With a light 
heart and pleafed look, flie re-entered the 
drawing room, and r^ored, the' rather 
ielu<aantly, the letter ihefo highly priz- 
■ <d. 
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** Well, my dear," faid Lady Ann, 
archly, "is your queftion anfwered?"— 
*' Lord, whatnonfenfe!" was the blufli'mg- 
anfWer. 

Manfe! gueffed the fubjeft, and gaily 
offered any wager, he fliould have the 
pleafure of performing the facred cere- 
mony again within a month. 

*' A month !" repeated Patty ; ." no, in- 
"deed, Mr. Manfe!." 

The laughter of the company reminded 
her the little occafion there was for her 
anfwering the good man, as it explained 
to them what they would not elfe have fo 
foon fufpeiSed, that flie was one of the 
parties alluded to. After a day fpeht in 
harmony and good humour, they parted 
early on account of the bride and b:idc- 
groom's return to Lay.ton. 
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Mere Family Pr.de. 

A.NN.A felt the higlicft iileafiire hi the 
prorpeft of feeing her friend happy; flic 
undertook to fet her down in Grofvennr 
fquai-e, ,in order to found Mrs. Herbert 
and Lady Edwin ; by the firft, Hie offer 
was received with iinaffefled picafure. 
Wilkinfoii was the man in the world Ihe 
would chufe for Patty; the latter faiJ, 
*' no objctftion could be made to the man, 
*' but h^s origin miift, from his t.adc, 
*' have be^n very mean, and his family 
*• fuch, as it would be impoffiblc for them 
*' to mix with." 

"Oh," anfwered Patty eagerly," he has 
told mama and me a thou fa nd times, he 
had not a vclatioo in the wOrld." 

Vql. IV. G. •' Really," 
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" Really," faid Anna, furprized, " I 
" little thought, at Llandore, there wasib 
** great a fimilarity in our circumftances; 
" why may we not fiippofe," continued 
ihe to Lady Edwin, '* the meannefs of 
*' this worthy young man's bringing up, 
** is owing to fome particular mi^^ortunc 
** in his family; he certainly poflefles 
" fentiments and principles that would 
*' do honour to the moft elevated ftation; 
*' and as to his trade, how near was^ I 
*• being apprenticed to a mantua mak< 
" er ?" — " Well," returned Lady Edwin, 
■** let him come up; and if Patty — but I 
•* fee no objeftion will lay with her, we 
*' will inquire into his connexions." 

At this^ inftant Herbert entered the 
room — Anna rofe ioimediately ; it was 
Jate; ihe had an appointment. 

" Nay, my dear," faid Lady Edwin, 
•* we have another wedding to fettle, you 
'* ftiall not go, you are now the principal 
** of the Trevanion family, it is proper 
" you fliould be confulted." 
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" Who I, madam ?" anfwered Anna, 
trembling violently j " indeed I can't — I 
** beg — you mufli pardon me, I can have 
•' no kind of right; — I — indeed."— 

" Anna," faid her aunt, interrupting 
her, " you miftake this matter; but if 
■* notfo, pray oblige me.'*- She was re- 
leated, hardly able to conceal her emo- 
tions ; noE daring to truft her eyes towards 
Herbert, Ihe returned -his bow to her 
with a flight inclination of her head, which 
had more the appearance of the ftiff pride 
of Lady Edwin to a peer of yefterday, 
than the gentle elegance of Anna Tre- 
vanion. 

"Well, Charles," faid Lady .Edwin, 
*' we have h^ard of your fuccefs— have 
** you feen my daughter?" 

•< I am juft come from her dreffing- 
*' room." 

■ -. " Vou went to her firft then ; that was 
*< quite right; but is he ever wrong, fift'er?" 

Mrs. Herbert's eyes gliftened; her fon 

bowed. " J hope," continued Lady Ed- 

G z winj 
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■win, " Ihe is pleafed at the Eion&ur con- 
*• ferred on you by your countrymen." 
'" I hope fo," was theanfwer. 
'• Sir William is a conftant attendanC 
*' at the hoiife. I Ihould imagine, Charles, 
•' you may do your duty by your conftl- 
" tuents,witliout being fo very pundlual." 
—It would be hisgreateft pride and plea- 
fure to merit the approbation of his 
friends. 

" Oh, had ray dear unhappy Hugh 
f but poflefled half your difcretion, how 
** Ihould I at this moment exult, inflead 
*• of mourning'as I inceflkntly miitl,,Lnot 
*' only the lofs of my fbn, but of his ho- 
•* noufi but let us avoid To unpleafing a 
** retrofpeftjl have yet left the confoling 
** hope of feeing my daughter happy; of 
" uniting her to a young man, whofe own 
" honour and goodnefs will be the beft fe- 
«* curity for hers; and now wc arc alone, 
*' I will tell . you how Sir William and I 
" propofe you Ihall be eftabliflied; he has 
** given dire^ion to put your father's fa- 
. *' mily feat in complete order and-repair, 
" which. 
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** which, together,wuh the redeemed ef- 
" tate, will -be immediately yours; that, 
" and ten thoufand pounds ready money, 
*• will, we think, be a proper fetting out 
** for fuch a young pair; and as CeciliA 
*' new (fighing) will, firft and laft be a 
*' great fortune, we ftall make what addi- 
" cions to your IncoTie an increafe of fa- 
.*• mily may render nec.lTary to fupport 
"your rank in the world; at Sir Wil- 
*' Ham's death, his eft^te comes to yoj, 
" as matter of right; as mi[ie, which 1 in- 
*' herit by my grandmother's will, beiidM 
** all our peifonah, does ro her. 

*' You have often wondered, filler," to 
Mrs. Herbert, " at my chufing to fcfide 
*' at Dennis Place; you fee now, in the 
*' claims of my niece, a good reafon for 
" it; it was the family fefidence <rf my 
" anceftors on my mother's fide, and from 
" my father's death I have always looked 
"withexpeftation to what has happcnedj 
** but happy as I am to refign to Lady 
"Ana her father's rftate, it might not 
" have been fo pleafing to give up my 
G 3 ** manfion. 
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•' manfion— forgive me, niece, I kno\V 
*' what you would fay wuh that generous 
" earneftnefs in your countenance, but 
** Lady Edwin could not accept that from 
** courtefy, to Which ihe had not a legal 
**righti — I .harve taken care Trevanion 
•* Houfe, the revered fpot which has 
•' given birth to fo many heroes, fliould 
<• not " wear the appearance of being de- 
*' ferted; but my home has always been 
*' atmyown palace; your mother, Charles, 
" likes Llandore, and Patty feems inclin- 
•* ed to fettle there — have you any objec- 
" tions to what I have faid?" 

While Lady Edwin, with a folemoity 
infpired with the recent calamity in her 
' family, 'was thus laying down a plan no 
lefs generoufty than prudently concerted, 
betwixt Sir William andherfelf, the fen- 
fations of her auditors were, tho' all 
earneftly attentive, very different. Mrs. 
Herbert's were thofe of grateful joy and 
matcfnat exultation, atthefplendtd change 
a few months had brought about in her 
fon's profpefts; tears of thankful piety 
raB 
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ran down her cheek, and her whole foul 
bent in humble acknowledgements to 
God: flie was ready to cry out with the 
pfalmift, ii is good for me that 1 have been 



. Patty's heart expanded with fraternal 
afFeftiott, and it bounded in the happy 
ftate of her own hopes; but Herbert fat 
the image of defpair. ** You are tcM good 
*' madam," faid he, with a burftlng heart 
and fwlmming eyes. Often had thofe 
eyes been feen melting with fenfibility, 
overflowing with compaflion; and often 
had that heart throbbed at woes in which 
pity only gave him a (hare; now, for his 
own fate^ he could have dropped tears of 
blood. There fat in his view all he 
adored on earth, and he was liftening to 
the particular terms of an engagement, 
from which he could not recede, and 
which muft, by avoluntaryaftof hisown, 
deprive hitn of her for ever. Anna's feel- 
ings, whatever they were, were foon, in 
fomcmeafure, diverted by Lady Edwin'a 
thus addreffing her : 

G4 »5And 

■ ■ - -- Cooglc. 
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"And now, my dear niece,'.' fjid ihe, 
*' I have no concern in this world but for 
" you; how is ir, that fo many offers of 
" th« firft rank have" been {a perempto- 
" rily declined? Sir William is perpe- 
" tually courted for his intereft with our 
" charming niece to make her cleftion; 
" I have never fpoke to you on the fub* 
'* jeft before, nor Qiould I now, but my 
*' hopes, fo exceedingly difappointedwhe'rd 
** they were moft fanguine, in fupport of 
*' the honourofmy ancient fatnily, bid ma 
*' look to you for their revival; a revival 
■" aiSually neceffary to my exiflence. Sir 
.^' Howel Gwyn, of a houfe as rerpefiable 
" as our awn, with his original inheritance 
'* unalineated in any part, pafflonately ad- 
** mires Lady Ann Trevanion." 

" Ah, madam, forbear," inrerrupted 
Anna.'iii a faint voice, her fpirits funk 
into a ftate of nervous debility, " urge 
*' not a, change in my condition; I mver, 
*' no neierf will confent tOj" and, per- 
ceiving the furprize of Lady Edwin to 
be. v^ibjy attended with difpleafur'e at 
AicJi 
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ftich a pofitive' declaration of fentimen 
fo repugnant to her wiflies, added, *' d 
** 1 not promtfe my coufin to be yoi 
"comforter? Are you not now difpofir 
" of your daughter? fuffer rne, my dc; 
" aunt, to be your Anna Trevanion? wt 
*' ftioutd I be in fuch hafte to part with 
" name fo Utely affumed, and fo highl 
*' valued?" 

The conclufion of this fpeCch molUfii: 
the unpteafant beginning; it wasaddrefT: 
to the vulnerable part of Lady, Edwi 
and could not fail of being acceptable; 
had indeed often firuck her, that a mat 
for her niece might offer, not beneath ' 
acceptance^ either in blood or fortu : 
who, for the polleffion of fuch a deiira I 
woman with fo large an eftate, might c ' 
fent to take the name of Trevanion, 
the value fet on it by Anna was fo flat i 
ing to her wifties, that it brought teai 
plcafure into her eyea. 

She was not the only perfon prefer I 
affefted ; Herbert (tho' certain (he c 
never be his) heard, with tremblini 
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xiety, Lady Edwin*s fpccch of marriage 
to Anna, the niver, no never, from the lips 
of her he adored with fuch decided 
earneftners revived" his foul, and exccfs of 
pleafure took the place which the pangs 
of defpair had a moment before dreadful- 
ly filled. 

Anna was fufFeredto retire before fup- 
per^ tho' with great reluftance on the part 
of her friends, who preffed her ftay. Com- 
fortlefs and wretched, ihe threw herfclf in- 
to her carriage, to which fte was attend-' 
ed by Herbert, the aid of whofe trembling 
hand, in filence offered, was in filcnce re- 
' jcfted. 

At her return home, anxious to carry 
her ideas out of herfelf, and notwithftand- 
ing her own loft happinefs, foltcitous for 
that of her friends, ihe wrote the following 
letter to Wilkinfon :■ 

** HOW many obligations have I to 

. " acknowledge to my friend Mr. Wilkin- 

•* fon? how many apologies are due to 

<* him> for my fuffering any engagement 
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'' to prevent my tciling him, how fenfible 
*' I am of his unwearied folicitiule in my 
" behalf, when almoft friendlcfs hiskind- 
" nefs would have protefted me from the- 
** diftrefs I was fated to experience ?, 

" The affetSion you profefled for me, 
" I ihall always efteem an honor, and 
" refleft on wkh pleafnrej no gratifica- 
■*' lion can equal that of being diftinguifh- 
*' ed by a virtuous mind. 

•* I have examined the circle of my 
*' friends; the eye you allude to, fpealcs 
'* the language of truth and innocence, 
" and you, I believe, underftand it. I 
*' have prcpajcd' Lady Edwin to eftecm 
"my friend Mr. Wilkinfon; Mrs. Her- 
" ben is only more partial to her own fon. 
*' I cannot difpenfe with receiving your 
" gratulations ac fuch a diitance, you 
** muft come, and let us hear, if you 
" c^n talk as well as you write. 

" A. Thevasiok.'* 
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CHAP. LXXXV. 



A Man cf tit Family., 

\\ ITHIN a week from the date of 
Lady Ann's letter, Wilki'nfon arriveJ in 
town. !Ie waited on her, and paid his un- 
embarraffed compliments on her fituation; 
Ihe with p'.eafure obferved it, and expref- 
fcd her higU fatisfa£tion at feeing him. 
Her vlfits w^re Icfs and kfs frequent in 
Grofvenor fquare, and flie excufed her- 
felf whenever fhc could from going there, 
but on this occafion ihe was refolved to 
■ impofe on herfelf a fenfible mortification, 
to be of fervice to her friends; flie there- 
fore took bim there in her vis-a-vis. ' Sir 
William, who always paid the higheft de- 
ference to her judgement, cm her very fa- 
vourable introduiSion of Wilkinfon, gave 
his ready confent to his addrelTcs, tho' 
Lady 
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Ladjr Edwin ftill adhered to her firft 
opinion, that they -ought to know more of 
his origin, before he was honoured with 
their general approbation. 

The young man, rather abaflied at this • 
objection, not put in the moft delicate 
terms, after a little hefitation told her his 
birth was meancr.than perhapS^flie had any 
idea ofj for tho^Jie knew hf had loft his 
mother in child birth, the woman of the 
houfe, a very poor one, where ihe lodged, 
could never tell whether flie had dropped 
out of the clouds, or fprung out of the 
earth; but, however, he believed he muft 
fubmitto the odium of paffing for the ille- 
gitimate offspring of that mother. He 
added, nobody ever appeared to claim 
kindred with her, which he prefumed 
would not have been the cafe, had ihe not 
been very poor; he was, he faid, with a 
fmothered agitation and a mixture of pride 
and indifference, fent to a workhoufe, and 
from thence put apprentice to a whitc- 
fhiith. 
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, Anna's looks bore teftimony to her 
feelings during this narration, and Patty 
was obliged to quit the room; Lady Ed- 
win applauded his ingenuity, and aiked, 
if the perfon was alive where his mother 
died? "She was, madam," anfwered he, 
carelefly " a month ago ; I paid her her 
*' annuity then." 

** You allow her one?" faid flie, much 
pleafed. 

** A trifle, madamithatis heraddrefs; 
*' I will not, I aflTure you, attempt to make 
** any advantage of your indulgence; Mifr 
*' Herbert left the room uneafy,may I have 
*' the. honour of aflting after her health ?" 
—He was ihewn to hec apartment. 

Wilkinfon's pride was very much hurt 
at Lady Edwin's objeftions, tho'he could 
not condemn the motive for making them j ' 
he had very high notions of honour, and 
kept to his word in his interview with 
Patty, contenting himfelf with common 
inquiries; juft as he returned to Lady 
Edwin's drefling room, Mr. Herbert and 
(ii^ecUiaemeredi they bad walked out, the 
morDiog 
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morning being fine, to fee their- new car- 
riage, with which Cecilia was, or faid Ihe 
was, fo p leafed, that flie very ofHcioufly 
entered into a defcriptton of it to Anna^ 
who, ill difpofed for the fubjeft, coolly 
left her, as foon as one moment's ceffa- 
tion of her volubility gave her an oppor- 
tunity. 

Sick at heart, mortified, anddifpirited, 
flie fenc for Mr. Manfel and Mrs. Wel- 
lers into her library, and thus addrefled 
'them: 

*' I am going, my dear friends, to open 
** to you the anxious feelings of that heart 
" which would not have known concealr 
. *' mcnt, had it been in its power to com- 
*' municate joy of any kind; but its for- 
*' rows, and thofe only, would \ have kept 
*' concealed from your knowledge. 

*^ Your penetration, the intcreft you 
" took in my happinefs, however, dilio- 
•*. vered mc-, you have long known the 
" fource of thatmifery which muft in the 
*' end, by its effects on my health, under- 
;; mine every other conifort in which I 
;* abound J 
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*• abound 1 yet I wifli to be direifled, to be 
"advifedj my refoluiion abandons nie 
*' when I have moft need of it, to be wit- 
" nefs to thofe nuptials will deftroy; oh, 
" where," finking on Mrs. Wellets' bo- 
** fom, ** can I fly from them, from my- 
" felf?" 

This addrefs accompanied with loofcs 
of anguifh and defpair from her; whofe 
delight it was to chafe affii^ion from 
■ every other heart, affefted her friends ex- 
ceedingly; *' and why," laid Mrs.Wellers, 
** muft it take place at all? why ihou)d 
** two fuch minds, paired by the Al- 
** mighty, be feparated? why- muft our 
** dear Anna's peace be facrificed to mere 
*' form? and why muft fo amiable a young 
"**^man be loft to every enjoyment of life> - 
*' he is not Icfs miferable, nor lefs to be 
*' pitied, than you; he adores you, my be- 
** loved friend." 

** Ah, no, no," anfwered Anna, fliaking 
her head, the tears dropping off her checks 
on the friendly bofom of Mrs. WcUers. 

Tbii 
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This was too miich for -the retentive 
powers of that good woman j her promife 
offccrecy was no longer remembered; flie 
perfiftedin herafllrtion, and recounted in 
proof of it, his foHpwing her to Dalton's, 
his correfpondencc with Collet, his avowed 
love, for her, which had been his firil con- 
cern at the moment his misfortune obliged 
him to quit the kingdom, arid which was 
only reflrained by the unhappy concur- 
rence of circumllances that fixed, as 4 
matter beyond doubt, her connet^ion witli 
Edwin. 

This was news, indeed, to Anna; it 
flattered her pride, it gratified her love; 
flie no longer could reproach herfelf with 
being fo fondly attached to a man who 
returned it with indifference; if her paf- 
fion was hopelefs, it was not unrequited; 
however, fo many, cruel reafons comljin- 
ing, might enforce his confcnt to "an' en- 
gagement, fo neccffary to the peace of the 
family, and confiftent with the gratitude 
, andionour of his principles; it was fome 
confolatiott 
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confolation to know ibe was beloved by 
the objcft of her fond wiihcs, and that, 
however painful h«;r fenfatitms, his were 
no lefs fo. 

Mrs. Wellers, eager to take fonie ftcp 
to favc her young friend from defpair, 
propofed Manfel's acquainting Herbert 
of the ill condufS of his wife cleft, or flie 
would do it herfelfjljut this was oppofed 
by Anna with great refolution and Srni* 
nefs; it was a meafure, Ihe faid, beDeatl^ 
her, and unworthy of them; it was dero- 
gatory to the honour of her fex, and would 
lead to a conduct in Herbert which ftte 
fliould be the firft to condemn, and the 
laft to forgive; ihe owned that the plea- 
fure it gave her to believe herfelf dear to 
him, was greatly Icflened by the little 
fhare of happinefs that appeared to awaic 
hismarriagewithMifs Edwin; butthather 
own opinion was, Mr. Herbert was as much 
engaged to Cecilia by the law of honour, 
whichflic trufled never wouldbe infringed 
by her, or by her means, as if the nup- 
tual benediftion had already pafled; that, 
therefore. 
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therefore, flie cntreatecl they would give 
her their words not to interfere in a matter 
of fuch delicacy and confequence. 

Both Mr. Manfel and Mrs. Wellers' 
judgement coincided with hers; but it 
was not judgement, it was fcnfibility and 
fyropathy that fuggefted the breaking 
Herbert's engagement ; when cool reafon 
refutned her place, the, thing was imprac* 
ticable. 

The Bath fcheme was again revived with 
fuch warmth on the part of our heroine, 
that before they feparatcd, the day wai 
fixed for their departure. 
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CHAP. LXXXVI. 



jl Ramble in Ktnftngton Gardens^ 

X HE next morning Wilkinron got his 
old penfioner to wait on Lady Edwin; 
Ihc was upwards of eighty, and very in- 
firm, but her memory was unimpaired; 
flie faid, " the niothcr of Wilkinfon came 
" to her houfe after duOcy and took the 
*' only room £he could let; that ihe was ve- 
*• ry ill the three months flie was tfeerc; ihe 
" fufpefted flie was poor, becaufe fiie ufed 
** to fell her things-, and when ihe could 
'f not get any one to buy them, (he (the 
•' old woman) ufed to carry them to pawn; 
*' that flie was a very handfome young body, 
" but had fuch an odd way with her, thof 
** flie could not fay 'twas pride neither ; but, 
*' however, her good man qften and often 
" treteoed . 
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"tretencd to ax her all ho\v and abouf; 
** herfcU; but fome how.'or fome how, they 
** were both afeard ; and at laft, poor body, 
" ihe died ; poor foul ! ftie was wore to a 
*' Ikillet, and her poor ould man and her 
" was like to come into a deal of trouble 
•* about it, for the parifli had been mortal 
*' angry; but however, thank God, Neddy 
*' lived to pay them ail their charges, and 
" God be thanked, to take her old man, 
** who was now blind, and her, off their 
*' hands." , 

** Weil," faid Lady Edwrn,'(plearcd at the 
principles of pride as well as juftice that 
had dictated to" him the propriety of re- 
imburfitig the paiiih the expences they 
had been at for him, as well as fuppotting 
the old couple") " but is there nothing now - 
"in your pofleffion belonging to the poor 
** young woman r" 

" Why, yes, anfwcred fhe, here's a bit .of 
** glafs, with a few pebbles round it, I cut 
" off her poor neck when I laid her out; I 
" nowed itwas worth little, becaufe I fould 
" a ilay-hook for a farvant body twice a» 
■ "bigg 
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" t)'g?)and thefilvcrfmiih gave me but two 
•* fhilling$ for it, whereof it coft a pound ; 
'* houfevcr, there's fome fort of letters on it, 
*' and fo I thot I'd keep it, and here (fearch- 
" inganoldhufwife where it was wrapped in 
" twenty bits of paper) it is." Joy Balhed 
from Wilkinron's eyes j this trinket, he 
cried, did not belong to a beggar. Lady 
Edwin examined it. Oh, let me fee it, faid 
Patty, her eyes dreaming; there are letters 
on it, which I fancy, my dear, you are too 
much affefted to make out; give it me, 
faid Mrs. Herbert — It was a fmal! gold 
locket, with a chryftal back fet round with 
brilliant fparks, and engraved in blue ena- 
mel P. G. 

** Pray," faid Lady Edwin, *' how 
•' came the young man to be named Wil- 
.«' kinfon ?" 

•* That's my name, madatn, and pleafe 
*• your honour J I nowcd no other he had ." 
•* a better right to." 

*' Were they kind to you. Sir ?" afk- 
ed Mrs. Herbert, her eyes fufFufed with 
tears. - 

"ffeyond 
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•' Beyond my power to return," anfwer* 
ed Wilkinfonj ** their little houfe was my 
*' houfe, and many a plate of pyc and pud- 
« ding I eat there, which the good old 
" foul ufed to lay bye for me, lIU it was 
•* often mouldy.** 

The old woman was difmUTed without 
the locket, but the hufwife did noc return 
empty neverthele fs. 

The poflibilityof his belonging to fome> 
body was very pleafing to Lady Edwin, 
more efpecially as it was eafy to fee Patty's 
affections were too Brmly Bxed to give 
much hope, had his circumftances been as 
uncertain as his birih, (he would have been 
eafily prevailed on to change its objetH', 
^nd Mrs. Herbert as well as Sir Williani 
approving _WiikInfon's offer, Ihe no long- 
er oppofed the general wilh; her confenc 
once obtained, every thing elfe was foon 
fettled, and It was agreed he Ihould go 
down to Llandofc and get the caftle ready 
to receive his bride, from whence he was 
to £0 to Dennis Place, where the Edwins, 
Mrs- 
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. Mrs. Herbert and Charles were to mree 
him, and Mr, Manfcl (being apprized 
of the time) Lady Edwin faid, would per- 
form the double ceremony. 

Of this happy conclufion he did not 
fail to acquaint our heroine. 

His news haftened the preparations for 
the Barh eKcurfion, Anna pofitively de- 
clined all invitations to the weddings, al- 
]edging.her ill health as the reafpn. 

.' The evening but one, previous to the 
time fixed for leaving London, Sir Wil- 
liam, Lady. Edwin, Mrs, and Mifs Her- 
bert and Wiikinfon, fupped with her, and 
her party confifting of Mr. and Mrs. WeU 
.lers, Mr. Mordant, Bently, and Manfel, 
they took leave that night, Charles being 
engaged, and Mil's Edwin at the Opera, 

The next morning being the laft of 
their ftay, Mrs. Wtllecs went home to give 
fomc direilions to her people, when the 

•weather being fine, Iier male friends out, 
and her .own refletflions the very worft of 
company, reftlefs alone, dilTatisfied abroad, 
Anna ordered her carriage to Kenfington 
Gardens, 
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Gardens, a favourite txcurfion with her, 
and too early both in the year and day to 
be much frequented. 

. Here the ftill breeze that ulhered in the 
fineft fpring morning ever feen, the dead 
fitence, the folitude of thofe delightful 
Ihades, brought to her recoltcftion the paft, ^ 
the nevet to be recalled happinefs fhe had 
known at dear Llandore; the innocent 
recreations, the rural pafltmes, the morning 
walk, the evening ramble ; ** Oh," faid flie, 
*' that they had never been !" 

To banifh thought, to avoid refieifVions; 
Anna fought retirement in Kcnfington 
Gardens. 

Mi^iaken Anna! 

It is not in the haunts of folitude, in the 
fequeftered walk, or Ihady grove, the heart 
feejs refpite from grief like thine. 

Love, when founded as hers wa^ on the 
approb^ion of unomtaminated Innocence-, 
finds ^pDg fupport in every beauty of^the 
creation I the regiod of filence is etequencfe 
itfelf, and the deepeft recefs of unfrequent- 
ed woods,- tho' impervious to the light of 
. Vol. IV. H heaven. 
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Jieaven, but adds to the Tcorcbing pauge-gs of 
hopelefe love. 4 

Not here was Herbert to be forgot. ^ 
She Itrolled on, loft in a fad but pleaHng 
ftcrorpeft, whep a deep figb, which found- 
ed juft at her car, tho' it catne from the 
other fide of a high; thick-let hedge, made 
her fUrt, aod flie immediately recolle£ted 
how imprudent it was in her to walk 
alone in a place where Ihe had not met a 
fingle creature t flie turned back, but was 
ftill more alarmed at the footfteps of a 
man palling quick as it feenied before her in 
the other walk ; but her fears of meeting im- 
proper company, foon gave way to furprile, 
when Ihe faw throw himfetf on the bench 
Ihe muft pafs, deep in thought, the ob- 
30Q. from, whom her ideas never roved ; his 
fighs had pierced her foul, his peofive air, 
deeded looks* and pale countenance, were 
aU fymptoms too correrpondent with her 
own to be dilrrgarded; flie ftopped irrefo- 
. lute. The feat might eafe the body, but it 
.could not calm the mind of Herbert : he 
fooQ left it, and walked directly towards 
her; 
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her. His pcrfoRi ic is true, approacfaed» 
but his eyes bent to the eatth, and hii 
thoughts .deeplj' cng^ed, he would .have 
paf&d her, had fhe QOt« by an iovoluntary 
motion, and a voice modulated with grief, 
articulated — Charles! — Hers wu at all 
times the voice of fenlibitit; ; It was now 
mofl: expieffivcly fo ; it thrilled the foul of 
Herbert ; bis eyes were rivened on ho- face 
furcharged withteDderuefsi his tongue re- 
fufed its function, but with a£Uon, that 
fpoke eloquently the language of -his heart, 
encouraged by her foft addrels, in filent ago- 
ny he drew near, and took her palCve hand, 
in a moment ihe recoUefted her fituatlon, 
and condemning hcrfclffor the liberty her 
own conduA authorized, withdrew it with 
a refervcd air, and coldly alkcd him, how 
he came to chufe fuch a fpot for his morn- 
ing's amufement ? 

Too much oppreflcd to anfwer in the 
f jme ftyle, and too intcrefted to let the pre- 
fcnt moment efcapc him •, 

•* My morning aroufemcnts, madam," 

faid he, "my evening diverfions, and my 

H t *' night 
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** night reSedtiona are the famcj nor bufiaeTs, 
" company^ nor retirem^t, afford me one 
"* moment's refpite from mifery." 

The rolemnity of his addrefs, the almoft 
Gonvutfive motion of his linibs, the fal- 
tering of hii fpeech, were all too firong 
indications of his Qncerlty, had Ihe been dif- 
pofed todoubt it— prudence, reafon, refo- 
lution, all now forfook her — She faw be^ 
fore her Charles Herbert, the vidtim of 
honour, the figure of dcfpair— and what in 
that moment were the ideas of her own 
grief to his F — She trembled in her turn j 
the colour forfook her lips and cheeks in 
one moment, but returned in a deeper 
glow the next — (he helitated, and at lalt 
ftaaimered out Tomeching of concern — 
of being forry — of hoping things would 
mend, while Ihe fuffered him to lead her 
to the feat he had juft quitted ; when drop- 
ping on his knees, " Oh, Anna I" faid 
he, " <earer to my foul than the light of 
** heaven, than the vital air I breathe, n*w 
" for the firit and Uft time let the undone 
^ Herbert claim chy attention — hear me 
but 
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** but vow at thy fe^t the unalterable paf- 
** Hon that at this inftant fills me with de- 
** fpair i that from the momeot I iaw thee> 
** engrofled all of love, of adoration, it i 
," my nature to feel: fly mc not,*' as Die 
flruggtcd to leave him j " what do you 
" fear ? Oh 1 thy place of fafety is near the 
*' heart of Herbert — forgive me, Anna, 
•' thofe frown? (hould have been affumed 
*' when .the voice of pity called on Charlesi 
** feek not, amiable creature, to hide the 
".compa^pn of your heart, nor in thofc 

V de^ moments given by fate, prevent me, 
** by your difplcafurp, unburtheningabeaft 

V that elfe will burft." 

** If you wijii to detain m«, Mr,Herb«t,** 
flic anfwered, more compofed, « you myft 
" chingc your pofturc-^ what would the 
** ceofprious world fay, was yon, a mag, 
** almoft t married moMt to be feen in tbii 
** retired fpoi at my feet I 

•• Oh ! would to God," he returned witfc 

vehemence, " I had only the world's cen- 

** fure to combat — but you wifli me to . 

'*rifc, lovelieft of women — See, I obey 

H 3 ?* you ; 
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•* you ; but for God's fake do not leave 
** me 1 only hear me, and, circumftanwd 
"as I am, I will own it right to be ba- 
" nilhed your fight for ever." 

Anna was refeated,- and in the attitude 
of ferious attention; looking on her with 
tager tendernefs, he continued : 

« Do you, or do you not know (Lady 
•* Ann Trcvaftion ; and dearer, far dearer 
^* Anna Manfel Ihould "be without dif- 
*' guife) I adore you ?" 

" How! Mr.,Herbcrt, fliould I know," 
anfwered (he with feme fpirit,' " or ever 
" fiifpedl fuch a thing ?" 

" Then if yoQ do not already know it,' 
-" lot me now tell you how I have lov^d, 
■* how .followed, and how doted on you! 

** Here," continued he (opening his 
vaiftcoat and producing the loft brcaft-bow) 
•* this has been the companion of my me- 
*' lancholy hours ) to this I By in rapturtf 
** from the jewels, the pomp, the-gUre 
•* with which my hated nuptials art to be 
•• graced" — He then, with the perfuafion 
of truth, and with the eloquence of true 
affcfHoOj 
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afTcftioD, repeated every occurrence that had 
fatally confpircd to draw him into his en- 
gi^ement with Cecilia, to which he added 
a new inftance of the amiable mind of his 
intended bride— he had on his knees im- 
plored her to rejeft him — had offered to 
make over to her, or any future hufband, 
his right to her father's eftate — had con- 
feffed his heart was engaged. The unfeel- 
- jng woman arifwercd, ihe was once defi- 
cient in her dutj', but would now be an 
obedient djughier — He bewailed in agulh 
oflbrrow his wretched fate — folemnly de- 
plored his exiftence, and prayed that the life 
of her he adored might be one continued 
iccne of happinefs. 

The die was now caft ; ingenuous, open 
hearted, and generous, Anna's foul was on 
ber lips, refolutely deternnined to perfe- 
vcre in givii^ him up — himfclf rcGgned 
to his lot ; no indelicacy could now, fhe 
thought, be imputed to her for revealing 
her fentiments in accents which, to the 
raptured ears of Herbert, was the muCc of 
the fphcres. She acknowledged her anach- 
H 4 menr 
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ment to him, lanocDCed the concurrent mis- 
fortunes, which, in ihe monienc it was in 
her power to render them both happy, had 
eternally fcparated them ; yet flie conjured 
lumto call reafon to his aid, to recollect the 
infinite obligations hitnrelf and family were 
under to Sir William Edwin. As to her- 
fdf, Ihe fplemnly promifed, for his fake, 
never to marry. " But Charles,** cominued 
ihe, her voice loft in her emottoai, ** we 
*■ muft meet no more i — the moment that 
" gives to you a bride, takes me from my 
•* country for ever. 

If ezcefs of joy and grief, ftruggling in- 
one mind, could annihilate the body, Her* 
bert muft have expired. 

His Anna, the woman he idolized, who 
he had not dared to hope thought of htm 
with partiality, returned his paiHon in a 
flrain of modeft icAifitd tenderoefs, owned 
her lore, vowing to live and lament him 
in a ftate of joylefs celibacy } was it to be 
believed ? 

** Talk pot of the world, or of its cen- 

*' fure, dearcft Anna," faid he, throwing 

him*- 



A tS N JL 1J3 

himfclf in a traniiwrt K her fctt»' " the uni- 
*' verie fiiould not pnrent your gratefiil 
** Herbert from thus thanking his Anns, 
« his charmiDg love; — let me for this one 
" mbnneni call you f(^— -for one moment 
*' prefs this band to my throbbing heart, 
" Oh, Anna ! there is one way^you callc 
** of leaving your country, lee us go tog^ 
** ther, let us fly ; whofe feelings fliall we 
wound? Dot Cecilia's, for flie— '* 

'* HtU, S/r," interrupted Anna, rifing, 
" we {hould wound the heart of Lady Ce- 
" cHia, of your mother, of every thinking 
'* being i— we fliould give a mortal ftab to 
** cur own charaAers ; the caufe of honour 
" and of g^titude would fuHer.whenevef our 
** names were mentioned. Go, l^r, («rfth in- 
*' dignation, and a look that petrified poor 
" Herbert) learn to refpeft Virtue^let her 
** paths be ever fo thwny, they lead to 
" peKe< We feparate for ever. Once yon 
" bid me remember your parting wordst 
" they are engraved oo my heart. Tou 
** then believed tne engaged— yoar honour 
'" bid you tearyourfelfaway— and what. has 
H 5 Ann 
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- ' " Ann Trcvinion done to pve you fuch 
<* contemptible ideas of her? Adieu, Mr. 
<* l&rbertj forget this interview, and be 

The hafty fteps Jhe was taking during 
. ^is part of the. convcrfation, foon brought 
her in view of her. fervants. Herbert 
followed—*' One word only — and can 
** you—** as ihe quickened hfir pace, md- 
tioning with her hand for him to go — " yet 
" fiay," as fhe was leaving; the garden fialf 
turning, 

** Well, Sir, what would you fay ?" 

" Are we then parting ? 

** We are for ever," 

«• Farewel then for ever, and for ever f" 
and with* a lock of d^xa&ion' he darted 
from her fight — fcarce able to ftand, bit 
fervants aflifted her into the carriage. 

** Now I am eafy," faid Anna, burfting 
Jota tears ; and ihe returned home more ea- 
ger for her Bath journey than flic had left 
»> before her ^H in Kenlingtoa gar- 

i CHAP; 



A Jif-^ N A. HS 



CHAP. LXXXVII. 



iJNJ.BS. Wellers was in St. Jameses fquare 
before our hecoine ; Ihe found Mr. Mor- 
dant and Bentty with her, who, with Man- 
fel, were lamenting the decline of her health. 
The vifible traces of giicf la her looki 
drew the particular attentitm of her uncle. 
*^ My deareft neice," cried he, *', what is ic 
'* that thus continually clouds your coutite- 
•* nance ? Why is it always fo fadly overcaft ? 
*' I fhal), when we come from Bath, be 
*' quite ready to return to Januica ; but if 
.*' I do not fee.an alteration in you, how 
*' fhall I prevail oft myfelf to leave you f* 

The Aarttng tear j:hat accompanied thl» 
kind inquiry, fpreadiis infeflion overall 
pcefent -, their looks fpoke a language of 
H 6 fena- 
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fenfibility to which their tongue gave not 
vtteraQCCi and the general fadoels of her 
friends wai but ill calculated to raife the 
deprefled fpirits of Anna; for although Ihe 
had been fo unreferved to Mrs. Wellers aod 
Mr. Manfel, and fo explidt to Herbert^ 
there was fonuthing too locking to fe- 
male delicacy, and too humiliating to ^r- 
gin pride, in any &rther confelBon of the 
fource of her melancholy. 

Had it been within the compafs of hu- 
man exerdon to remove with honour the 
obfiacles to her wifiics> it is mcA probable 
her confidence in the indulgence of her un- 
cle, and the tried fricndlbip of Mr. 0ently, 
might have conquered the rcpugn^ce 
every modeft fcmile feels to acknowledge 
a fccret paffion^ but in her cafe the obli- 
gations of friendship, of honour, of grati- 
tude» and blood, were leagued; when one 
of them would have been quite fuffici- 
ent, in fuch a mind as Anna's, to banilh 
every idea of hope. As it could therefore 
anfwcr no purpofe but that of diftreffing 
her jEnends, Ihe waved the fiit^ed j and a£. 
fcaing 
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f^ag cafe her heart was a ftranger to, 
propofed begiDning their journejr to Bath 
that afternooD : to the happy, (be obferred, 
all places were alike. 

•* Sweet girl," fobbed -Bently, ** if thou 
** ihouldft not be happy^ I fliall be a lunatic 
<* a fecoQd dme 1" Alarmed at this friendly 
menace^ Anna flew to the good old man'i 
md dropping on the hand he was extend- 
ing towards her, tears of gratefal love, pro> 
mtfed much more than it was in her power 
to perform. 

'Tis not in. nature to conceive a more 
beautiful piSnire than the one at that inflant 
exhibited in the anxious fi-iendly looks of 
the white-headed Bendy ; foothed by the 
gentle tendernefs of the lovely Anna, the 
fcene grew too interefting ; Bendy ran oui 
of.tbe room, as he faid, to order the car- 
riagea ; and their baggage being before rea->> 
dy, Anna left London, though in fuch bril- 
]iaotcircuniftances,nioie tnteraall y wretched 
. than when fhe had before parted from the 
bufy fpot unallied and unprovided for. 
Mn. Wellen and. Anna traveUed in- her 
port; 
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poft chaife; Mr. Bern)/, Mordant, ainf 
Manfel, in the former's coach ; and P0U7 
Dalton, with Mrs. Wellert' maid, in Mr. 
Mordant's chaife. 

They Tet out at f]z> intending to Oeep at 
Salt Hill: Anna rcpofed the molt unlimited 
confidmce in Mrs. Wellers ; ihe repeated 
ta her, during the ride, the interview with 
lierbert, and found fo much comfort in 
that good woman's fympathetic tcndernefs, 
and by her efforts to infpire her with pati- 
ence and refignation to the unavoidable evik 
of this life, that when they got to Sale 
Hill our heroine had very little inclinatioii 
to put a period to a converfation which 
was no lefs intereAing than foothing to her 
unquiet mind j Ihe therefore wiflied, if it 
.would not fatigue her friends, as it was 
moonlight, and their fuite too large to fear 
any danger, to go on to Reading; her will 
.was always that of her friends, and they 
proceeded on their journey. 

As the two Udiqs were too mucK taken 

up with the fiibjeA of their converfation to 

ot^rre objc^U as they palKdj the drivers 

not 
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. not being ordered to flop, went rapidly by 
'a coach which had -lofl a wheelj but the 
g^Dtlemen who followed being lefs engaged, 
flopped and found a gentleman, his wife^ . 
two young ladies, and a maid fervant in 
great diflrefs } aa the lady was not in a 
condition to bear muehfitigue, being far 
adranced in her pi^gnancy, and die coach 
too much daina«d to proceed, Mr. Bently 
Tery politely offered his carrl^ to the 
lady, her daughters, and their female atten< 
dant, which was thankfully accepted % and 
as they were within one mile of Reading* 
the gentlemen followed on foot. 

When our heroine alighted at the King's 
Arms, fhe wondered the coach did not im- 
mediately folbw I foon, however, it ap- 
pCMtd very differently filled from what 
file expected j flie was vAd of the accident, 
and immediately waited on the hdy, who 
received her very politely, and apologized 
for the trouble fhe had given, which had 
been the meaas of detaining the gentlemen; 
Ihe was proceeding to recount the particu- 
lars, when a fcream from Anna intermpred 
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Ber. *' It is, Mrs. Melmoth," cried the,, 
** and this is my Eliza i her features are 
" nocaltered> and they were Coo dear to me 
" to be forgot," Embracing them both, 
" How fat you are growe, my: dear Madam ? 
« And how is dear Mr, Mfshnoth ? h this 
, ?* little Sophia ?" — " Yes, and Kitty too ?" 

Mis. Melmoth's cool receptioa of her 
carefles, as well ai the very referved air with 
which both Ihe and her da»^1iter received 
them, though it hurt Anna, may be ycrj 
ealily accounted for; her growth, the alte- 
ration in her perfon, and ihe appearance of 
affluence that furrounded her, were cir- 
cumftances that could bot po^bly bring to 
Mrs. Melmoth's mind (he poor, friendl^s, 
little orphan (he'had-dif^ardcd fiveyears ago{ 
yet the features were familiar to her, aod 
fhe was trying at recollefti9n, when Mr. 
Melmoth and Anna's fiiienda entered* 

" My dear," faid Mrs. M«linoth, " dis 
** lady docs Eliza aod me the bontttir of re- 
** cognizing us-i but I can't for my life re- 
" colled where I have feen her." Anna 
£iukd;' th« inqubica fiom the gen- 
tlemen 
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geQtkmen of the health of Ladjr Anna 
after her journey, puzzled Mr. Melmoth; 
but after a moment's earnefl examination 
of her face, " I cannot be miftakeo," faid 
he, « this muft be our Anna ; there is noc 

, « fuch another fet of features in the world.'* 
" Yes, mjr dear, my refpe^cd inftroftor,"' 
anfwered (he, turning her willing cheek to 
his falute, " My ever dear benefaftrefii, it 
" is your Anna.-^Behold,Sir>*'to hcrunclc, 
** the firft real friends of my youth. Oh I 
**.iny Eliza, a hundred fold will I pay you 

' '* for all the goodne& of your parents. — I 
" canoo^ indeed," Hie continued, *'procurie 
" you a Mrs. Barlowj but I will be your 
" governefs myfclf. — The leflons I learnt 
*■ from your papa, his daughter (hall re- 
?*ceive from me.'* While thus in tim 
grateful efiulion of her aficSionate heart, 
Ihe was making profeQions which were as 
fincere as nati^al, the gentlemen w?re ex- 
changing civilities, aud Mrs. Melmoth 
fpon underftanding how amply it was in 
her power to perform her promifes, and 
being in a fituation that wanted a friend 
M 



i62 A K N A. 

bad enougfa, that famil/ congratulated 
her, and each other, on this' happy rencon- 
tre i all was joy and harmony; even Her- 
bert was for the time foi^t } they fat up 
till the morning was far advanced ; and 
when they retired, our heroine enjoyed, 
what was very unufuat with her, a found 
and refrclhing fleep, from which. Ihe did 
not aWake tilt near noon. ' 

Mrs. Wellers felt little Icfs pleafure than 
the parties moft concerned in this joyful 
meeting ; it was particularly grattful to 
her, from its happening at a period when 
the oiind of her young friend ftood in fuch 
need of being diverted from one objefl j 
and her pleafure at the effcft it had on 
Anna rendered her a troubtcfome gueft at 
the inn ; for if (he had been to rule, not a 
bell fhould have Tang or a footftep been 
heard to difturb the fweet 0umber, in 
which Ihe found her friend. 

-When they met at breakfaft, the refpcft 
of the Melmoths was increased by having 
heard Mr. Mordant repeat the particulars 
of Anna's birth and rank. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Melmoth had a mind above the 
■hnprefHons of intereft; his love to his Pec 
could not be increafed by her affluence, 
but it might by her improved accompliflt- 
ments, by the difplay of thofe fentlnaents 
and principles he had, fo much to his ho- 
nour, taught her early years j and the fclf- 
applaufe naturally refulting from the re* 
flcAion on a laudable a&ion» gave him 
fuch a particular flow of fpiriis as difiufed 
tfhcarfulnefs to all the company — Mrs. 
Melmoth, though IheconfeACed with a good 
grace to what Qie could not help, never- 
thelefs longed to figure aivay again, and 
*as ready.to wnrfhipAnna, by whofe means. 
fhe promifed heifelf that gratification, n 
well as that of looking into confufion the 
bale calumniators who had fo unpiovokedly 
injured her character. — She attempted, 
though not without fome confufiui, to apo- 
logife fbr her conduct at parting .witli 
Anna, but iter generous difpofition >wouId 
not fufl'er' it— Indeed^ had long forgot, 
as far as related to any one but Lord Sut- 
ton and Frajan, every difagreeabte part of 
that 
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that events while riifiir many h&s of kind- 
ncfs and a^i^ion were conftantly recol- 
lefted — She longed tamake thofe happy . 
who had fo largely contibuted tt> hers, by 
^ving her an education which enabled 
her to fill her elevated ftadon with fuch 
credit to herfelf and delight to her friends. 

She had heard couggh of their afl^ira 
to be certain they were not aboye pec,uqiary 
aid ; but her delicacy (hreyir fa inaoy ob< 
ftacle» in the way of her oflf«ripg ic .— flie 
at that moment conceived it a lel3 di®*. 
cult ufk to liL 8 favour than to con- 
fer one. 

Embarrafled by thegeneroGcy ofherfiwa 
folings, it was long before fhe could takft 
courage to aflc to fpeak with Mr. kndMrs. 
Melraoth alone} n<» was Ihe nearer getting 
over her diffidence froni her bdog with- 
out any witnefs of the goodnefs of her 
heart. . 

Mr. Melmoth, however,' led to the 
wilhed-for fubjcA, by remarking how very 
fortunate they had been in this meeting, 
u the chance of their returning to England 
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.bad been determined by the wtckednefi of 
.old Ms. .A&by^ iather-in-law to hii fifter, 
who had a tniortga^ ob his cftaie ; and, 
Docwichftuidii^ For the Ufi five yean, tbef 
had lived with thet utmoft economy, giv- 
ing up the rehtsitow^da paying the orreats 
;due (wbich.be -ewisd to^be a ci^ical (tmC) 
he had now given hitn i)<%ce of a fore- 
■clofure. 

Anna could then fpeak — " Oh ! Sir,** 
Skid fhe, *' 1 have never felt the happineft 
"of riches fo much as. at this mpment} 
" permit me to advance you the fum that 
** will make you eafy— Let the orphan who, 
*' owes you more than worlds be the hum- 
" ble means of felicity to thofe whofe good- 
** nefs has been the fource of benefits to 
« her no money can repay." 

This ofier was too acceptable to Mr. 
Melnioth not to be recdved vfith pleafiire, 
and acknowledged with gratitude — /fc; 
however, conditioned to traafad the mat- 
ter with her uncle (that gentfeman being 
a better judge of the fecurity) and jSr ta 
have the fole cftid)lilliment of Eliza. 

Her 
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Her eagernris to ferve Mr. Mclmotb 
.srould hoc fu^ her to delay a monocDt 
acquainting her friends with his fituatioa, 
•and the (teps fhe wiibed to take -^ it was 
enough for Mr. Bendjr that Anna faid it-*< 
he badmore noney dian he knew what to 
i(f with at bu bankert— he. would g^ve 
bis draft immetfiately. 

Mr. Mordant would on no account give 
up the pleafure of paying the debtfrof his 
juece, and Anna decided the friendly con- 
teft, by defiring Mr. Mordant to go with 
Mr. Mielmoth to the X^ge, and begging 
Behtly to cfcort her to Bach, whither fhe 
invited Mrs. Melmoth and her family to 
accompany her, and remain there till the 
Ia>dge was in order to receive her. 

This met the approbation of all par- 
ties, and the next morning they feparated 
on their di^erent tours ; Mr, Bently's care 
out-travelled his fair companions— a large 
ready-furnifbed houfe being aired and ready 
to receive them. 
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Mother Difcovtry, 

1 HET were foon fettled, and as faoii 
known ■, not a perfon of diftinftion at the 
Bath, but left a ticket at the door of the 
beautiful Welch hcirefs— her furprife and 
contempt were equal ly excited by one among 
them, finely gilt and ornamenttd, with the 
hateful name of Sutton. HI health arid 
fatigtie were very good rcafons for the ladies 
keeping houfc, and admitting no company 
for the firft two or three days; when Wil- 
kinfon, calling in his way to Wales, was 
perfuadcd to ftay the day there i and Mrs. 
Melmbth iptreated Anna (as they had now 
a beau) to walk out. 

" And pray, madam," faid the good- 
humoured BcntJy, ** what do you make 
« of 
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<* of Mr. Manfel and «e ?** — " Oh,'* an- 
fwered {he gaily, " a couple of good old 
** women, who ftand in need of ^tedora 
" yourfelves j my Eliza fball t^e care of 
■ " you borh." 

Out they fallied — Aimoft.the firft ob- 
je& that ftruck their eyes was I/>rd SuctoD 
— ** Good heavens !" cried Mrs. Md- 
inoth> ** as I live and breathe there is 
■* Anna's old fwain — Nay, nay, don't be 
** fo alarmed, child; fee, he has got a 
" bigger woman by half than you^" Anna 
was indeed ftartled— ^The evils flie had fuf- 
fercd through his pieans had tmplaDted 
in her mind-an abhorrence mingled with 
fear, and though now fafe from infult 
of any kind in his power to ofier, flie 
could not forget how hoftile to her peace 
he had ever been. Mrs. Melmpth and 
Mrs. Wellers both longed, to mortify 
him,, and joined in be^ng Anna to alEft. 
them i the former declaring flie i^ould part 
with her little finger to have the triumph 
of introducing Lady Ann to him— She at 
length 
.» 
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length confented, and ttiey. drew near an 
objeft almoft beneath contempt. 

The pafljon he had really felc fof our 
heroine, and the difappointment of all Ma 
hopes, had increafed a bilious difordercon- 
trafted in India, which, though kept un- 
der by dint of care and attention for many 
years, was now increased to a violent and 
dangerous degrcejwhich, with fomeother 
chronical complaints, the eifed of his free 
living, gave prognotlics of a fpcedy dilTo- 
iutiao — His Ikin, at all times refembl- 
ing more the walnut than the lily, was 
now changed to a dingy fafFron ; the white 
of his htJllow eyes was of the fame, bue, 
and the ereft carriage of his body changed 
to a meagre ftoop. On his arm — Oh I 
reader, pity even him — ^hung a tall, fhowjr 
woman, of tw-cnty-fcven, whofe bold eye 
wandered in fearch of prey from face to., 
face of every male flic met, and when they 
,\vere encountered by an' ' acquaintance, 
which was at every third ftepi, the wanton 
tongue and leering look, Cgnificantly paint- 
ed to their contempt the dying wreich who 

Vol. IV, I fup- 



17© ANN A. 

fapponed her, a^d who, from hU foul, 
hated as much as he frared her. 
* Hts poor diiealed body, covered in May 
with furs, his Ihort breath, and hcAic 
cough, formed a Cud contraft to the tawdry, 
. flaunting, and expenBve trapping, the 
athletic ftridej and ftrong mufcular looks 
of his companion : to finilh the group,, 
ready to offer his obfequious arni, to fmile 
at her wit, to echo her laugh, and to re~ 
turn her fly wink at his patron (at whc^e 
expence be now Oione forth io a ^Ih fuic 
of r^imentals) followed Sterens, the hum- 
ble toad-cater of the little great man.., 
•* Ah !" faid.Mrs. Melmoth,-.** for he»* 
** ven's fake, dear Lady Ann, quicken your 
" pace i we (hall tofe ium at taft ; Ah, un- 
*' fortunate ! fee, be goes inct> that fliop." 
Bentiy comforted her, >vith the information 
of its being Bull's Library, and that they 
rright follow him." Behold him," continur 
ed the good old man, '* hardly for an honeft 
*' man, paft the prime of his days, bending 
" double with infirmities, a burden to him- 
" felf, an antidote to the creature of his 
vices i 
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" vices : □& pitytng friend, tto kind Aiinaj 
*' to footh and cfacM him in the dark boos 
" of patOf but a qoiumen proftitute; and 
V the venal companioti of htti wicked- 
** Qcfs, a fubikero in his own dirty corps s 
*' wbO} by finding and ^imiiog», gdt fl' 
" pair of cckjursi where it was a fcandal ta 
" ferve : — how ghaftly an image of fio 
'* he looks!". - 

They wtrc by this ti^ at ibc dopr of 
the,fliop; Mrs. Mclmoth eotered Grft» 
Lord S.utcon knew Mr, Melmoth was re* 
ruraed to En^and. Mr. Albby, a man 
not more famous for his riches, than for the 
infamous mode of acquiring thesi* baiJ* i* 
the a,&ii of Melmoth k>dge» a£ted as i^aC 
to the noble Lord* wh» inipati«ulf Waited 
the re-eftabli(hmenc of bis health* again to 
KviGc that delightful retreat, not as fm-* 
merly, to pay vlfits, or to lay plott for d» 
fcdu^on of innocence, but to puochaft ir, 
asfae faid, and, as Mrs. Afliby bopedt-tD tv- 
turn it to the family. Cool enoagbyJtberp. 
fore, washisfalutation to Mrs. MdlRDtb!t 
he hppcd her husband was well,: nric£ouc 
I 2 looting 
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looking off >the pamphlet he was reading, 
or Charlotte Madan'svouchl^fing to accom— 

"pany h.er gUncc with a bend of the knee : 
the man of 'the fliop, however, knew the 

'I'revanion iivety, and, in a great buftle, 
told his Lordlhip, Lady Ann Trevanion, 
the'greateft beauty, and the greateft for- 
fune'in the place, mas coming in. Difap- 

poincment, and illnersi which, had reduced 
hhn to a ikeleton/ had not yet killed his 
vanity 1 bis moft ptealing looks wh'C called 
forth, and he arofe. at her entrance. 

A fpeftre could not have ftruck him 
Xvith moreaftonilbment : hisfi'iend'Daltoa 
had a6t again tempted his anger, with any 
farther account of the fugitive Anna ^ and 
he had given her up with a>elu£l:ance that 
had aduatly injured his health ; and a 
complication of diforders had fmce fully 
employed hn time. 

Deferted by thofe gay companions with 
whom he delighted to mix, when well, but 
-whoever fly from fickncfs and misfortune, 
he had been, while in London, fhut up 
wiA Villan and thcIow-brcdStevens; the 
Utter 
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latter,. alike ignorant of men and manners 
in genteel life, amufed him with anec- 
dotes out of the fcanditloui chronicle, 
laughrd at his wit, and, for the thoufaodth 
time, applauded his Afiatic exploits: it 
was therefore unlikely, public and mucli 
talked of as her hiAory was, it fhould reach 
him'i how then could he cxped to meet in 
the celebrated heirefi, the poor girt, whom 
be had robbed of her friends in fo cruel « 
manner. 
His firft emotions 'were thofe of J07 at 
meeting her 1 but when he faw how fur- 
rounded with friends, who loved and re- 
fpcftedher, abounding with the wealth, he 
had but lately found would 00/ do every 
thing, and inheriting, in her own natural 
right, that rank and title fo incftimable in 
his eyes, and for which he deemed no facri- 
fice an equivalent, the Qiamc and mortifica- 
tion was too much even fur him. He was 
making toward the door, when ancuher 
face, more appalling to him than hers, met 
his eyes: it was Wilkinfon ; .wRo, ad- 
vancing,- begged to have the honour of re- 
l 3 minding 
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Blinding his Lordlh^ of their laft coawr- 
latiooi in which be had told hioij be 
woukl not let'him reft till juftice was dooe 
to the injured charader of Anna Manfel. 
He told hint, the providence of heaven bad 
anticipated the amends he demanded* 
which was that of mantfcfting her inno> 
ccnce : and the fame power would now have 
the «ffe£t of expoGug hit guilt in this 
world, previous to the grand reckoning in 
the next. 

** Who," faid Bentty, eageriy, to Mrs.' 
Wellfirt, *' i& this young man ?" — ** A 
«* Wddi acquainwnce of Manfcrs," ao- 
fwered the, ** and a iine fpiriced fellow lie 
" is." — Wilkinfeffl continued,— 
; *' When I behold that decayed frame, 
** convidfed, as it now is, with guile, -^ 
** that countenance, where the iraitt of evil 
** ai^ions fo ftrongly counteraft the induU 
** gences wrinkled infirmity woold dfe 
*' befpeak, — thofe hoary locks, vainly 
** tortared to conceal the whitened, which, 
'* in virtuous age, would claim nlpeA, I 
«Ifcel 

c5-,...t.b,Googlc 
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'' fte\ a foftnefs rifirtg into pity, for the 
'^ defaced tinagc of God ; — but when I 
** turn my eye to that fweet flower, — 
" when I confider, ic is to a fucccflion of 
" miraculous events wc now owe herefcape 
*' from your infernal arcs { that her Icvely 
'■* perfoQ has not been conramioated ; that 
" hcf counteoaficcj where the hand of nature 
',' bat fo legibly wrote angel, is not robbed 
" of its moft attraSive graces, innocence 
** and tnodefty ; that her mind, where bene- 
** vol^ce, purity, and every female excel- ' 
f* lence refide, is not corrupted, and ibat 
" bya wretch, who is as much frompcr- 
** fonal, as mental demerit^ an antidote to 
'* women of common decency ( pity is no 
*'morej indignation urur^is. its place. The 
*f day of reckoning, as to this wmld, is at 
" band. Here, by the moll lucky acci- 
•' dent, are all the parties bat one, who 
" h^s for the prtfent efcaped, who durfl: 
*• acoiie that lady. — - You, Madam," t» 
Mrs. Melmoih, " are called on, by the 
*' laws of honour . and juftice^ to expofe 
?* tiu% difgrace of nobility." 

I 4 "Let 
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'* Let me pafs, fcoundrcl," faid Lord 
£utton, m'afury — Stevens, make a way.— 

" If Stevens ftirs, my Lord," atifwered 
Wilkinfon coolly, " he goes over thofe ba- 
*' luftradcs," 

*' What do you mean to rpurder me, 
"villain?'* — The company now inter- 
pofed. — Mrs, Mclmoth^ was now vexed 
Ihe had urged this interview ; and Anna; 
who knew not, in her own praftice, what 
Tevengc was, begged Wilkinfon 10 let him 
go i faid flie was the offended peffon. 

** Pardon me, Lady Ann," faid the re- 
foluie young man, *' as being the reprefcn- 
" tative of beauty, innocence, and virtue, 
" you are offended ; — but it is thofe di- " 
" vine attributes themfelves that man has 
" injured. His whole life has been one 
"continued fcene of outrage to one or 
" other of them ; — I cannot mean to hurt 
" his crazy perfon, but, fee you not, it is 
** his foul that fliakes ; — Come, myLtrfd, 
" bcfeatcd." Here, drawing out his watch, 
and Ihewing it to him, — *' one half hour 
•' will— I wifli to hold converfc with you." 
—He 
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—He was proceeding, when, to the utter 
amazement of the company, the noble 
Lord fainted away, the man of the fliop 
furtuoatdy catching him in time to prevent 
his fall. 

The ladies were alarmed, and Charlotte 
abulive, not that fhe cared a pin for the fi* 
tuation of her noble keeper, but {he had 
an inveterate hatred to modefiy t it ex- 
cited her ire wherever flio met it, and fli? 
never mifled an opportunity c^ teftifying 
this aniiable difpofition. 

From her, and from her appearaace^ the 
gentle foul of Anna; fhrunk with abhorrence} 
and Bently, taking hold of Witklnfon'i 
arm,faid, ** be merciful,' young man •, then 
•* is in your countenai^cej what Ihocks tfiat 
** monfter of guilt more than all your vir- 
** tuous indignation can utter. I am my- 
" felf fcarce recovered from a fit of horr« 
•* at your Toice and looks 1 he, I &m^ fure, 
" can bear neither, , See, ht5,teyives. Suf- 
" fer him to depart whither^fate and his 
*' own inclination leads him : his tellimony 
I 5 « i4 
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" in fwr. fivonr U an infult Co Ladjr Ann.' 
« Let him go," 

■« You are at liberty to depart, my Lord^" 
» faid L«3y Ann j " I ibrgire yoo. — ^You * 
" are indifpofed. I am forry we came in.'* 

U^ithout tttetiding U) tier, his eye fixed 
im WiAir^oa, he totd him he was ready, be 
Was prepared for the half fcour, and requefled 
hiAi focome near him. *' Twill hear," he 
continued, " all you Invctofay, when yoti 
™ have grailBed me in one pmnt— let me let 
« your witch." 

' « Ah, my Lord, you (hall hold it, if you 
•«pleafc." 

He took it in his hand, trembling vlo- 
kntly, and, lookiog-on the locket which was 
faAcned to the chun, and on Wilkinfon, al- 
ternately, tlu! tear? rolling down his dieeks, 
at length, with figha and groans he could 
bo^ now reftraiH) 

" This trinket I need not alk for.— I 
" know, I lecl k was thy mother's ; and 
'* thou wilt, in thy turn, fed horror, when 
■• thou art told thou art--" his voice fink- 
inta a faint whifper,— ;* tn^fin." 

3 Ajnaxe- 
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Amszeffient loepc all dumb but BatOy, 
whole fighs, though lefs audible, were bit- 
ter, and who, with bis fpread hand on his 
bofom, feemed waitiag the event, in agi- 
tadoQ aoc -to-be deferibed. 
. Anna went jo bio^ and, fuppofing him 
aSe^ed, as they all were, at what wts paf- 
fing, the unhappy malady be had been af- 
^ifted with ^ways in her thougbts, when 
Aie &w bim unufuiiUy mored, — Ifae beg* 
jbim to teun into an adjoinwg room witb 
her i — he did ]b, •t- and there, Supported 
by his charaiing youn^ frieDd» be gave vent 
ta-the oppreflion ofibisbeuT} and, (In a 
vojoe ifoarce artkulate frota lus agitations )» 
paid her," Wilkwfon's mother wa« his wife I 
Anna (tarfed with fuifirize and fympathy. 

" Oh ! too fure, cried be, ibe was ! fe- 
■* dticeds ruined; and abandoned, by thit 
*' viUain 1 -^ >yhere. Oh I where, — ia 
'* wbat .obicpn: cornier of the earth did 
-" Ihe fioufb her wetdied being ? -sit was 
" in hff fate 1 felt ray Anna's -, — htr ca- 
*' ufi;roph« made me tremble for tbJne. >— 
'* HisiiRff» was a (bfficient proof of bafc- 
16 ^' nefi, 
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" nefs,— and your avoidiag him of irino- 
** cence. ■ 

" Dear, ill-fated wife of my foul ! -^ 
•* but, let me not think of her, 

" Her voice ftill vibrates on my ravidi'd 
*' ear ; flill melting ihtrcy and with vo- 
'' luptuous fweetnefs, thrHling through my 
** heart. — Oh !. to forget her." — 

Anna wept in perfeft agony at this 
renewal of grief in a friend flie now more 
than txti revCTcd i &it perfUaded him to go 
fio more into thepreienceofaman, who had 
fo deeply injured him -, he, indeed, deterred 
as much by his' own principles, which held 
duelling but as murdi*r palliated, as l^ the 
pitiable fiflie in which he was,- tf liich took 
away every thought of revengci vvilhed nbc 
ever more to behold the wretch^ who, in re- 
turn for bis friendfliip and hofpitality, had 
ruined his pract,' and rebbed him of every . 
earthly happihefs'; lib 'thcr(!fore w^t out at. 
a flde-door> telling-Atini, at parting, that 
as now in her fwect fociety, and in her pro- 
mife of never driving from her prefence an 
old man that loved her, fie promifed him* 
felf 
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felf Tome few da^s of peace ; and though 
Wilkinfoo was the fon of a villain, he was 
alfo the offspring of his lofl Caroline, and 
he might, in time, with to be better known 
to him ; be would chufe it fbbuld be in his . 
own name and chara^r. — *' You will, 
*' therefore. Lady Anb," added he/ *' an- 
*' nounce me to your friends by my real 
*' name, which is Summers. The caufe 
" for changing it will reveal itfelf." 

When the returned to the company, ano- 
ther a^fting fcene prefented itfelf. WiW 
kinfoa was at that time bending his knee to 
Sutton, whofe looks betrayed how little his 
confcience told htm he merited icfpe^ 
though^ from his own fon, the time was 
approaching, of which his feelings gave him 
but a melancholy ptefage, when art, plau-, 
fibility, or eyeo riches, would not avail, 

A martyr tp difcafe, unconneAed with 
any of chofe bleflcd tyes tha^ in foft 
fympitthy and rcfpe&ful love, can fo^ 
the ftern approach of death, drawing near 
ta that omnipotent being, whofe com- 
' mands had all been broken but from- wht^e 
awfi'' 



ita ANNA. 

iwfiil fentcscc of raributun hii ibul Oamk 
wilh terror, Ik had viinly ratitd the fcene 
, from place to place. 

He had In • paroiyim of rage mmtd At- 
unofieodiag VUlars out of bts houfe, ta 
.vhich, though in poverty, and experienc- 
ing therererfe of fate, which in herun- 
eoTiablt £tuatioii, ii fore to he the objea 
of ttioBiph to the world, ihe refcfrf tore- 
turn i tat though he could thoa bnitally 
heftor owr this poor woman, whofe cafe 
was the more pitiable, as her heart had 
Msw tared in either the fin or ftow of 
her fitoattan, be wanted fplrii to airume 
the maftallip of lis own houfe at Satby 
where awRtch.whofeeiiftenra'waSafcMi- 
dal to fodety, fired in Jjple»donr; making 
■be man wbofopporied her the common 
theme of her mirth among her abandoned 
abciates:fot this reafbn he potoffhis 
journey M Bath, thou^ adrifed as the 
odlyromedy, tillhewasalmtft untbli » 
perform the joorntyi at laft, under, ihe pMi- 
teftion^of StevcM, he *ad Tcntoeed id ap- 
jioach *m own tMfe. The 

■ ' 1 Guoak ■ 
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This confeqaemial perfoo was tlie i<m 
of a fifliermn, who had been feat a cadet to 
India, by the inceteft of a handibme houfe- 
maid (hia relation) to a Direftor, aod who 
by implicitly obeying the private as well 
as public concHnandi of bis cbcD Colonel* 
had obtained fiom him a Lieutenaoc's com- 
miffion, and was farther hoaound witb 
bnog his oonflant and onljr companion. 

' It happened very unfortsnatety for dit> 
pcHbn, that his going to India was not 
fixed on earlier, as Lord Sutton 1^ that 
part of the world within two years after 
his arrival ihae i (a that ic was only in 
thatjaft diftingufflter of meric^i power to 
pot him over the heads of a fcore or two 
of^ouQgmen ofibtne precenfioos!; weak« 
Ones indeed, it muft be coofefled, fudi aa 
tneltiog under the torrid lone, from dteit 
n^mcyi warrii^ with lofiddi, and loling 
their blood in the con^any V ftnncei criflea 
of fniaU importanoe in oonparifon, with 
the intercft cf a gneat dmhi and wholly dif- 
regarded, till the Colonel left the cooncryf 
when his fuocefibr, ^Itbough be liad fifong- 
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ly recommended Stevens, not feeing with 
bis eyes, and having'no occafion foe the 
jjrivate fervices of (b clever a fellow, was, 
tuifortunatcly for htm, of opinion he had 
already advanced higher in rank than be 
could ever merit, and 'gave him to under- 
fiand there was but one way to retain a 
promotion iD hts idea very ill beftowed ; 
Stevens, always good at a hint, followed 
liis patron, and contrived to render him- 
felf asneceffary to Lord Sutton in England, 
n he had been to Colonel Goi^t in India. 

But .the' interview with Wilkinfon, and 
that young man's fenfe and fpirit, the 
genuine emblems of the honour and recti- 
tude of his priQci{^es. opened 4 new fcenej 
k'gavcLord Sutton, in the offspring of his 
own blood, a deiirable companion for his 
heavy hours, an eligible proteftioa from 

. ffae iofulu to which his infirm ftate Tub* 
jc&ed .a man w^hom nobody eftecme d, and 
an opportunity of appeafing the unceafing 
torments of hit confcience, 1:^ making fooie 

. reparation for bis cruelty to the woman 

he had dcftcoyed^ ia aAiog kindly to her 

fon. 
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fon. But from what had paft, he aflually 
fearrd to offer Wilkinfon his protedion, 
concluding that the difcovery, of his con- 
fangunity, by revealing the injuries of his. 
mother, muft imprefs him with fcntimcnts 
of hatred and contempt for the author of 
them. 

Strong, indeed, were the confliftj in the 
bofom of his fon } it was not without greit 
repugnance he could prevail on himfelf to 
bend his knee to a man his heart was in- 
ured to abhor: but the agitation, the ema- 
- ciated figUre, the fond expreiEon of my 
/'ft fV /""f rejxated in faint and faultering 
accents by a parent who looked as if quit- 
ting the world, foftcned and afi^Aed the 
noble-miiK^ed Wilkinfon ; — he was in tht 
attitude of kneeling when Anna entered 
the room. 

Lord Sutton attempted to rife when he 
faw her,, but his weakiiefs [^vented that 
hiark of reft)ea; he befought her forgive- 
nefs, which he hoped the happy difcovery 
of his fon, who he would amply reward for 
hii friendDiip to her, would induce her to 
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^rant; and that an eveat fa very remirkable, 
might be the means of a general pardon ^ 
to accelerate which, he would volunuril^ 
do her the juftice that bad been demanded, 
and immediately related, without any 
other referve than what was due to dear 
ielf, giving the credit of the villany to his 
confederate Frajan ; aU the fchemes xon- 
certed between them to draw faer into bii 
faactf avowing ht# full tntenuoo, when 
ihe left Laytan, to make her every honour- 
able ainends in fail power. He coogratu- 
Jated her oh her prefifnt rank, whicji was 
briefly hinted to him; aad being as able 
a« wiUii^ to make atonement for the 
crron of his conduA, be entreated it 
aught be no- more remembered. 
. Ajhm* &r the fkft time in her IWe, felt 
berfelf obdui-ate to the pleas of penitence, 
AtWKtoeBt! ibe repeated to bcrlelfi what 
fttonoaent ctn be made to our generous 
-Summers i ^vhat tetre the pangs of l^rd 
Sutton to ^is } how can bt ever forgive tbf 
wretch by whole bafeoefs be was firA de- 
prived of hU wife's hoAOur and dten of his 
teafonf 
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wafon ? fee had y« before her the. Tcnera- 
We old man ftruggUog widi his fgrrow t— 
with that imprcffiop on her mind, Ihe wrn* 
ed from Sutton whh unafc£ted contempt 
and difguft. 

Mrs. Welters, glad to fee the profpeft 
that opened for WUkinfon. ani knowing 
the natural fweetnefs of Anna*! difpofition, 
faw her with wonder turn oomored by the 
voice 4f lepcfltmce. Wilkinfon fotbwed 
her retreating Reps—** Will yw not. Lady 
" Ann," faid he, "forgive n^fatbtr .*" 

« For me. Sir," anfwered fee, ** to for- 
"give his unprofperous iniquity, is wfy; 
"and he will, I prefumc, iBtke Mrm 
" Melmoth ameadi for hii ongratcful re- 
** turn to her goodnefs and hofpitality. 
^ On you. Sir, who are liis acknowledged 
** fra, he has the moft fAcred claims ; but 
(' there is one, from whom I am juft parted, 
** with the barbed arrow deep in fats heart, 
f* from whence no concefiioa, DO repentance^ 
*', no a£t of kindneCl can extraft it; iii an- 
'* gaife muft, I fear, o^y Lord, embitter 
" youc fUyii however happy tiich s fon, 
: "and 
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•' and the revived atttntion of fucb fritndi 
*■ (looking at Mrs. MeJmoth) may make 
•* you." 

The friends of Anna were as much at a 
lofs as the guilty Lord ; they cpuld by no 
means' developc her meaning. Obferving 
the curioflty Ihe excited, *' what arguments," 
Ihe continued, "-what plea, or what pro- 
" mifes will Lord Sutton ufe to prevail on 
** the huibard of Mr.' .WMkiofon's mother, 
•* on my good Mrs. Wdlers' friend Bently, 
** the^kiod proteftor of Anna Manfel, to 
"forgive him? Who will be his advocate 
f with General Summers ? Yes, Madam," 
to Mrs. 'Wcllfrs, " there the calamity ori- 
•f ginatcd that deprived o« excellent friend 
" of his fenfes.!" 

Lord Sutton ftartedwith guilt and ado- 
nifliment— It was long fmce the name of 
the unhappy General.had been heard in the 
world. He had, it is true, whether from mo- 
tives of curioCty or fear I will not determine, 
made private inquiries after the man he had fo 
barbaroufly injured, and learnt the dreadful 
confequence of lofs of peace was lols of rea- 
foo;. 
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fon i all fartber refearches proving fraide&« 
he concioded he had long joined the group 
of accudng fpirits ; which, whether from 
the burning climes <rf India, or the freezing 
ones of IceUrid, are fure ro meet in the 
prefcnce of an avenging and juft Creator. 

After a ftwrt filence, " I have none, Ma- 
** dam," anfwered the ennobled culprit, 
" but thofe which flow from your pcrfuaQve 
" lipsj and be afliired, if you will conde- 
" fcend 10 plead my caufe, or rather your 
" own, which is mercy and compaffion in 
'* every fucceeding aft of my life, I will be 
"governed by you; and in earneft of-m^ 
V intention to court the applaufe of an an' 
" gel, I wiil begin with one I know will • 
" plead with you beyond all I cao fay. 
" Mrs. Mclmoth, how ic was pofTible for 
** you, fo early in life, to involve yourfclve* 
** fo, you beft know: — your hufband'a 
" grandfather with his eftate, which, till 
" the latter part of his life, was little more 
" than half what he left his fon, brought 
" up a lai^e and expenfive family- at) of 
** whom are now ia diffcrem lines rcfpcfta* 
z « ble 
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f ble and v»tw^e memben of the conytau* 
'* nity^ extendiog their influence and zaa*^ 
" ncAions ttxdiffereDt parts <^tbe kingdom, 
** while the heir and reprefentatire of rite 
- '* haaiy has been To extremely iDattemive 
" bodi to the honour aod intereft of it, as 
** to fell the greateft part, and deeply mort- 
*' gage the reft, of the ample eftate he in- 
** herited hom bis anceftors.** 

,*' You mu& pardon this retrofpeft-H'efpeft 
** to the late worthy Mr. Mel moth, my 
*' 6rft and belt bene^&ir and friend, calls 
** for it. J(^ trimes will be to the advan- 
" cage of yoiu- family j the pattrnal eftaie 
" (hall once more be your own." 

« That it is already}" replied Mrs. Mel- 
' ** moth with fpirit: Lady Ahn's goodnels 
"ind generofity have alxeady fiiniilhed 
*' Mr. Nfelmoth with means to fecure that ; 
" and though fo much better qualified for 
" a re[»rover rhan your Lc»dlhip> without 
** a lingle reflexion." 

*♦ Well, Madam," returned the mon^fied 
Peer. ** it will be to my honour to follow 
^* her cxjunple} and that 1 may be fure not 
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*• to repeat the error, it feems, I hive beeo 
" guilty of, my faToora fliaU be conferred 
•' where no room has been giren for re- 
*' proof. I have, as you no* know, a 
** fonj my fortune nwft be therefore dividedj 
•' but I will , immediately feule five thou- 
" fand pounds on each of your daughters." 
*' Will you, my Lord }" anfwered fliej 
"Why then I declare you will be very 
*• good at laft. And"— i 

She was interrupted in acknowledge^ 
ments, which canne but half cordial from 
her.bytlie interveniion ofCharlotteMadan, 
who had no idea of ftanding a Glent fpec- 
tator while Lord Sutton gave away his for- 
tune by thoufands. 

•• Come, come, my Lord, don*t be ri- 
" diculous," faid the impenetrable woman, 
*' do let us go } you have certainly an in- . 
" fane fit on you this morning.— Five thou- 
" 4and pounds indeed !'* 

Lady Ann and her party, finding what 

an addition was going to be added to their 

converfation, immediately left them, all 

but WUkmfoni who, at bis carneft requeft, 

accom- 
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accompanied Lord Suuon home, followed 
by Stevens and his charming miftrefs. 

The Peer now confcioui of the happy 
contraft in bis fituation, on entering his 
own houfe, from that in which he had left 
it, was no Iboner in his library^ than be 
revealed lo his fon the hatred he bore Ma- 
dan ; and leaving the terms entirely to 
him, entreated him to clear the houfe of 
the infamous incumbrance before he came 
to tt> which be hoped would be foon, for a 
continuance. Witkinfun foon knew enough 
of his father's wi&es to authorise an imme- 
diate alteration in his houfe: he wanted not 
refolution or underflanding. Sorely againft 
her will, the divine Charlotte was obliged 
to fettle the terms of abdicating with him. 
He oiFered her 200I. a year for life. She 
jcfgfcd to accept it. He gave her an hour 
to refolve in. She continued obdinate. 
He then offered her tool. She was out- 
rageous. ** And," continued he, " if you 
" do not in half an hour know your own 
,*' intereft, it {hall be taught you by a con- 
** ftable, w.ho will have ciire£tions to turn - 
^V you 
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« you out without any thing " Away went 
Madan to confult her alTociatts ; within 
the time ihc letumcd, belter acquainted 
with the* chara£ter of the man (he had to 
deal with, accepted the annuity^ removed 
her valuablea, and fet oif to I^ondon the 
fame night> 

Stevens was permitted to continue ; and 
Villart was lent for^ as his Lordfbip's in»- 
creafing diforders rendered a nurfe neceffarj', 
. and no one acquitted herfelf in that cha- 
raifter fo much to his fatisfaftion. Ac 
Wilkinfon's requilition, and promile to 
provide for her, Ihe returned to her office, 
to the great joy of bis Lordihip. 
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Th I S fudden fit of penitence in a man 
whofe Whole life had been one ccmtinued' 
icene of wickednefsi may well furprife my 
readera — '• the faA is. Lord Sutton was 
ftill confiftent — vanity and oftentation 
were yet the ruling pallions ofhis mind, a . 
lenfe of ptefent guilt, and a dread of fu- 
ture punifhment, affifted perhaps a little by 
dame nature in his feelings towards Wil- 
kiDfon, put him entirely off his guard in 
the recent difcoTery of his fon ; .but had 
that young man come to him in the garb 
of poverty, deftitutc of wealth, and friend- . 
lefs, unprotected and unprovided for, far, 
very far be it from me to infinuate Lord 
. Sutton could have poJSbly given way to 
the 
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thvappelraitfls (tf fcjiientaficfe^iKl pa^^aai- 
tSSaSuoto: ID fucb^- 4'degKe ; the c^wav 
v^dc^jpi dtffispcnct WUlbUifoti wu ini» ftwe, 
of gbitid indepcfldince^ the rewvd of hi' 
dm ndnt'^R be wbs-nAorAittfr oft the poinff 
ofmamagfi intOi ^n^ abcleilE iMd bOAotlrft* 
ble family ^ and tus Ccmne&ions ^^*ere of 
fo valuable a fort, thit h^ who had beea 
tuning at refpe^biltty bis whole lifi^. 
without fuioefs> now faw an opeaiog, 
tAnwgb ihi o%H-ing pf Iter he b^d de- 
firdyad, wbich-hi Battd^d himfclf an^t 
give him an; 0[^><H-cumt)r to form connAs- 
doBsaniDQgi tbiti psif of rnankiod he mvr 
beheld in tbe tnoft favourable point o& 
' view — being wholly dc&rftd by th# fitful^ 
undeflrablo. atoichmenca his wealth .b^ 
made, frif^interefl;, therefore, that . Mnftr-v 
ring guide to minds like his» taught li^ipw 
now to aflfume the femblance of pepiAvtcW 
atid often tattod give t» M^. M^moth's 
children what gratkode: wanted poiKcrii9) 
enforce. He afiedied the moft pno&tijidi 
«^pe£t for Lady Ann ; nothlpg that had/ 
Ka . th© 
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the Ikii^ion of lier spprobatioa but met 
his hearty concurrence, ncM- anjr thing (he 
difliked would he bear to bear mendoned. 
Mifs Herbert w& the firicnd of Lady Ann; 
how thcii cbuld he be IcTs -than charmed 
ynih hjs intended daughter-in-law— The 
pkit of going to Wales fb IboA was what he 
could by no means confent to : he thought, 
and with reafon, as it was in his power to 
ftt his fon above any kind of iraffic> he 
had a right to his Company till hts health 
fliould be reftored} which, though hii 
diforder and weakncfii increafed every hour, 
he had great hopes of; Md he much wifhed 
to fee Mife Herbert — the refirit was, WA- 
Idflfcm wrote a ftate (^ the whole affair to 
Mn. Herbert, Nrquefting &e would pre- 
vaii on ;his dear Fatty to accompany her 
to Bath, previous to thdr journey to 
Wdlefc.' 

-Aii&8i 'Whole natural abhorrence ftitl 
cooiiAued to Lord Sution, aid whofe af- 
fediion'and refpeft for Gencr;^ Summers 
was 109 great to fufi^r any perfonal inter- 
courfe to fubfift between her and the ob* 
jcft 
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je& of his dcoeft'«i6n, wa« yet prevailed 
on by her regard for Mifs Herbert, and 
Wilkinfon, to anfwer with civility the let- 
ters he was continually peftcring her with, 
Qnder pretence of aiking her advice and 
opinion, and fhe took care to bind himtq 
his promife on- behalf of the Mils Mtl- 
moths. 

Mr. Mclnwih in the mean time wrote 
from the Lodge; he infornied thmi he bad- 
ohangedthe deeds, and was thenprepflring 
for the reception of his lady : . 4he nunejt 
he faid was paid Mr. Afliby at the Grovr^ 
in the prefence of bis fifter, whofe look* 
and behaviour 'werCy-one fpiteful, the other- 
fude — " Oh !" cried Mrs, Melmoth, ^ ex-. 
ultiogly, **" the very firft thing I do ihaUi 
•* be to vifit ^ler, and entertain her with 
" Lady Ann's hiftory ; ftie will not outlivft 
•* that, and Lord Sutton's gift to my girl* 
" Bor exift in the prefence of my fweet na- 
."•'tural daughter." It was time, indeed, 
Mrs. Melmoth Aiould begin to prepare for 
her coniinement. S^he gratefully conlentedr 
to. re%n Eliza to the care of Lad^ Ann, 
K 3- whofe 
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whole fondoe^ for her iocreafed ev«rjr 
mprnent. She was a lovely yoong ereature; 
her education had been fomewhat oeglec- 
ud; but fhe had now every advantage 
good inftru£tors and dofe application could 
give. 

Thole occumoces, which threw the 
intcFcft of her ftiends fo much in her way, 
contribuced do( a little to the ,quiet of hef 
own mind. Conftantly employed, and that 
in a nuoQcr moft delightfol to be^felf, u 
ftie vas conmbuting to the happinefsof 
others, an avocation, fo perfcAty agreeable 
lo her IclrA friends, that it fiiUy engaged 
(hem all, fiie found herfdf kfs unhappy 
than> in the lltuation c^-her nund, might be 
CKpefted, 

Lord Sutton*< illiiefi iocrcafing beyond 
a polfibility of recovery, his fon's conflant 
attendance on him became abfolutely ne* 
ceflary % for, though Stevens was AtU there, 
he could not bear to be left alone with 
hin — However he had liveJ^ his Lx>rd- 
Ihip chofe to WiV in decent company. 

From 
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From this cttcumftance ic wis, his wiAt 

to fee Mils HerbcFt bad not been mentioned 
to Anna. He had wrote 'to Sir William 
Edwm his full approbation of hra fon's . 
choice, and {i^iiied his intention of letcling 
ten thoufand pounds on Miis Herbert. — 
That, indeed, he liad confulted her on j but 
of the requeft that accompanied it flie was 
entirely ignorant j which was, that thej 
might be married at Bath — that as his re- 
covery was retarded beyond his hope, fac 
rnlght not lo& the comfort; (rf tui Son'% 
company. 

This requeft, very reluftantly on the 
part of Lady Edwin» was granted. Mift 
Edwin's entreatiet carried Sir William and 
h^ lady, and confequently Mr. Herbert, in 
tlw party to Bath ; and AnnB> whole friend* 
were b^inning to congratulate her, and 
thetnfeWes, tm her returning health aod 
tranquillity,, found all her philofophy eva^ 
porate at fight of Mife Herbert,, who flew 
into her drefling' room with fpirits gieatff 
elated at the unexped«l good- fortune of 
ber lowr; and imparted, to her the invitfl- 
K4. 
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don that had brought them to Bacb, eti- 
creating her friend lo prcfent her to Lord 
Sutton. 

The aftonilhment of our heroine^ the 
diftrefs and embarrafTcnent this (lep occa- 
fioned her, ts not to be conceived. She 
came to Bath to avoid being wirncfs to 
foenes (he apprehended would affeifi her 
life : — by the flrangeft accident in the 
world, that circumilance had been the im- 
perceptible means of h?r being purfued 
by what ihe dreaded more than death. 

She condemned Herbert, in her own 
mind, for being prevailed on to come 
where flie was. She accufed him of bar- 
barity; and could hardly refrain from open- 
ly exprcHing her difpleafure againft him, 
and complaints at the fate that followed 
her : but it was ftill in her power to re- 
move, and her ill health gave her an ex- 
cufe for leaving a place that did not agree 
with her, and for not going out ot feeing 
company while Ihe ftayed. 

But Patty was too eameft in her peti- 
tion, to be introduced by her to tord Sut- 
-■- ^ton. 
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ton, to bercfured. It was at alt trmei 
. painful to Anna to pilt a negative on any 
: requeft made b> her, cooGftent with her 
own ideas of propriety. She was incapa* 
ble o(an aft of ill-natare or capricej and 
therefore agreed to calt for what pan of 
the family chofc to go, at fevcn in the 
evening; but excufed herfelf, in * card, 
from paying her refpedi to her aunt at their 
lodgings, .on account of her health. This 
could 'be hardly called an excufe; it was 
■confirmed by the alteration in her looks; 
for never did there breathe fo exad ^ pic- 
ture of Shakcfpeare's Love-Iormnaid J flic 
pined inthoughtj and her folicitude tode'- 
ceive her friends was fo great, Die, it 
might be literally and truly (aid, fmiled'bc 
grief. 

Mifs Herbert left Tier exceedingly Ihock- 
ed; and meeting her brotheras (lie was going ; 
into their lodgings, " Oh ! Charles," faid ■ 
■Ihe, "Lady Ann Trevanion is very ill— 
•♦you cannot think how (be is altered •— 
*' Good heavens ! what is the matter; bro- 
•*ther? How p^le you arc!'*— He an- 
^ ^ ^^3^ fwered ' 
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f«eied not, but p»fled on. She repeated 
her biul news tp tady Edwin «nd Mry . 
Herbeit; thcjr were bodt extreoiely coa^ 
cerned, and viert gotog to her diredljr» 
but Wilkinfoi;^ who bad no^ yet, though 
k was bis father's particular Rqucft, af- 
. fumed the name of Gorget, comiog to 
wait on Sir Wi]liam> to name the trufl: for 
Patty's fcttlement, they were prereoted. 

Mifs Edwin then made her appearance ; 
flie had been, Ibe faid, half the n>wn over, 
and a£tuall/ did leave a card at Anna's 
door. 

Mr. Sumnwrs at dinner, mentioned a 
clrcumftance that appeared odd to him ; he 
met Mifs Edwin, and not knowing the fa- 
mily were come to Bath, was rather fur- 
prifed j he- had the curiofity to fee where 
fbe went } fbe bad^not palTed hjm many 
paces before Ihe was joined by a young 
officer, and on inquiry of a chairman who 
belonged t* the houfe be faw her enter, 
found Mrs. Edwin W99 likemfe at Bath, 
and lodged there. . 



Bfrs; WeUers, at thU iDtelligencci very 
ftnovOy Kmon0rated agaioft concealing, 
at leaft, from SiV William and Lady Ed- 
win^ the improper connection their daugh* 
tCT was forming,, there would ^Ife, ihe war 
fure, be another tragical fctoe in thefanujy {. 
Anna would not hear of any kind of inter- 
ference from her friendsj, and being hurt at' 
Mrs. Wellers* peritfting in - the jufiice of, 
the aft, it was^ropped. 

In the evening, having. appriCed Lord 
Suiton of her intentipnsil^y Ann <^Ued 
-for Mrs. and Mift Herbert ;. Lady Cecilia, 
refuting to vifit, on any terms, a. man whO' 
had ofieredfucb indignities to her family,, 
did not accompaay them, but engaged' 
with. Sir William- CO meet her at their re-, 
turn at her own houfc; They were re-' 
otived at Sutton Houfe by Mn Wilkinfon,, 
and conducted intothe liWary which ad*, 
joined his Lordlhip's dreffing room, andi 
was the farthcft place his weakiiefs would 
fuETer him to be moved to. 

He- was rejoiced to fee Lady Ann oa^ 

any- occafion, and in this coippany her*S' 

KS wa*i 



was doubly welcome^ exhibited his gran- 
deur, and talked very largely of the great 
things he meant to do for his fon ; he 
was very rich, and as he had informed Sir 
Wiliiam £dwin this morning, when he did 
btm the honour of calling on him, he in- 
tended to leave the principal part of bis 
fortune to lis fon, and his heirs. 

He preftnted Mife Herbert with a very 
fine fuit of pear), and fome valuable dia- 
monds, when looking at Anna, with a 
ligh, he could not reflraio, he faid, in a 
low voice, were de6gncd for another oc- 
cafion. 

Mrs. Herbert then told him, (he was at a 
lols, kind as he waS'to her daughter, how 
to mention Lady Cecilia's family reafon for 
chufing Mifs Edwin Ibould be married at 
Travanion, all her generation but one had 
plighted their vows at the family chapel, 
and all but that one had' been profperous 
and happy. Patty had engaged to accom- 
pany her couGn to the alur ; and although 
Lddy Edwin did not fay any thing, Ihe was 
Aire it would very much difpleaie and hurt 
her 
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her if any alteratioa took place ; the obli- 
gations -of her family to her brother and 
fitter, (he added, were fo numerous, as well 
as binding, it would be with great pun fhe 
Ihould take any Rep which did not meet 
their entire approbation. 

Anna, who longed to get iTd of tfacm at 
any rate^ feconded Mrs. Herbert •, encou- 
raged by fo powerful an advocate, fhe ven- 
tured to aflt his Lordftiip permilGon for his 
fon's accompanying them to Wales, and 
there to have the two ceremonies performed, 
as before agreed, at one time, he, with his 
ufuat deference and partiality to Lady Ann, 
confented to their requelt, on condition his 
Ton's flay did not exceed a fortnight; thus 
circumfcribed in point of time, which it 
was the more neceflary for Wilkinfon to 
obferve, as his Lordlhip's ftate of health 
was fo very precarious, when they re- 
turned; Lady Edwin fixed on leaving Bath 
the next day. 
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A HE ^alteration in the loots of'oiir He- 
roine was too ftrtkjng toefcape the notice 
of Lady. Edwim — Greatly alarmed, (he- 
renewed; her intteaties for her to accom- 
panf. them into Wales*, but finding- flie- 
could not proyail, told her Hie would bcr 
denied no longer than till, her daughter 
was married :: Trcvanion Houfe,. which had' 
been ft> long untenanted, muA wait another 
fummeri.fbe wouldinot be denied} her dear 
tiiece mud pofitively fiAilb this with her.. 
^ Anna fmiledji but nothing was farther 
from her thoughts' than going to any place* 
where it was poflible to meet Charles Her- 
bert and his bride:— her feelings convinced^ 
ber, that was a trial (be wss. not equal to — 
- ^ indeed: 
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Jundeed tbc «fiea the iidea ^ bcMig luiar tJiem 
iad on licr bcalidi, rcBderqi) tbc r^cAw^n 
t» ^w4 xtKin ^bftrta^ly mACfSiy -r-Shc 
had hepji iB#£CKifia9t.4.i)tt^ of fyinit Uam 
the iifftant of tbenr arii^l—lhe trended 
tomee; Ifcfr. Herbert, y« her ^« were 
pcrpetuallyflrained after each {Miffing objeA 
-^be knew* bt would not prefume to eome 
to her houfci yet every rap at the door threw 
het into a violent palpRaticm i {he gafped 
for breath when his name was ntennoned; 
but all other fubje<£ts on which the coB- 
vcrlation turned during the time her aunt 
ftajred, wanted power to mgage her atcenr- 
tioQ ; the vilible change of her countenance 
in the courfe of tb^ evening were dbferved 
vith equal forrow and anxiety by the 
friendly Mrs. Welkrs. When Lady Edwin 
•took her leave, Anna, who had bore up like 
a true heroine, owned fhe found hetfclf very - 
much in^fpoled — the a^tation of her 
^rtts was fo g^at, that & fever of die 
hc^c kiffl^, to which Jhe was very fubjed, 
tncreafed with fiich violeace. before neat 
Aoroing, that quiet wu recommended by 
ber 
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her phyGcian, as the onlf means of pre- 
venting its ftill farther alarm — Lady Ed- 
win was admitted for five minutes only^ 
her concern for her niece was fincere and 
unafieded; flietoM Nfe.Watersi ihotlgh 
the marriage of her daughter was of fucih 
importance to her peace, Are did* not think 
it poliible fhe could ftirrivc any accident 
-that might happen to break it off; yet her 
amiable niece was too dear, to be left in 
fuch a ftate: if, therefore, a very fevoar- 
able alteration did not take place in hkr 
health, Ibe would poflpone her journey, 
in order to give Lady Ann her pcrfonal ' 
attendance. 

Mrs. Wcllers faw in L^dy Edwin's fii- 
Itcitude to accomplilh the union between 
; Charles and Cecilia,, the folly of hoping that 
any thing could' happerr from procraftina- 
tion, in the leafl: flattering to her wifhes — - 
- flie knew the honourof the family-couId 
: sot be more engaged than'the delicacy of 
, Aiina, who would Oiudder at the thought 
«f coDoeAing herielf with a mail who had 
been 

c,-,...,Googlc 
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been guilty of a breach of confra(^, nor 
indeed had flie any idea her fortitude would 
be put to that trial by Mr. Herbert. 

It was, therefore, as matters ftood, her 
f^tnion, the fooncr the wedding was.folem- 
■ nized, thefooner Lady Ann would recover 
her health and peace; the one much in- 
jured and the other iritirely broke— She 
imparted her thoughts to Mr. Manfel, who 
coincided with her, and jomed her in in- 
treaties to their, young friend, to confider, 
before it was too late,- the' injury &e was 
doing herfelf, and the pain Ihe iiifii&ed on 
her friends. 

Anna owned the propriety of their argu- 
ments, and more feverely eondcraned her 
own weaknefs than it was poflible for them 
to do, but bewailed her inability to con- 
quer it. 

** If this frefh aggravation had not hap- 
*• pened," faid flie, ** change of fcene, 
V time, and the many calls of humanity 
" and charity, on the power I am invefted 
.*• with, by filling my time in the exercifes 
*' of benevolence, might have done much 
"for 



31* ANNA." 

** for m»— but faie itfelf purfues me — 
** the evil I dread more than the' dcpriv«- 
" t:on of my cxiftence, follows my ftep» 
«* _ would to God they were married— 
** I really believe in my prefent ftate of 
-^ mind, that event only can give me one 
" moment's eafe." 

As this was precifely the opinion of both 
Mrs, Wellers and Mr. Manlel, they in- 
formed her oi the refoluiion Ludy Edwin 
had taken to wilt her recovery, and were 
proceeding to urge the neoelBty there wa» 
for her to fummon all her relblution at this 
imporUDt crilis — when Anna, feofible of 
or unit prudence, honour, and delicacy de* 
manded, interrupted tbcm — **Oh! fay no 
** more, I am better now, 1 will rife this 
'' moment — let them go— tell my aunt 1 
" am well, quite welli pray fend diredly.** 
•* — Your recovery, my dear," f«d Mrs. 
Wellers, ** will appear a little too fudden ( 
** when Lady Edwin calls wc will attri- 
^-bute. your indifpoGtion to a cold, and 
*' that may be reprefented as fl%hc as 
*• you pleafe ; we will then leave to Mr. 
" Man- 
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« Maoffl the urging the uncertain life of 
** Lord Sutton, to induce them to keep 
" to their plan of leaving Bath, and I truft, 
*' when no longer HarraQed by thofe con- 
" linual interruptions, you will then be 
" reflored to the power of feelii^ that hap- 
" pinefs in your own bofom, your bcni- 
** flcent difpofition leads you to extend to 
** others." 

Mr. Maofcl's folidtude hot being U(^, 
and bis fentiments exa^ly thofe of Mrs, 
Wellers» he inftant]y weot to Sir William 
Edwin's to b^n his part of the buGnefs } 
here he met Mr. Wilkinfon, wbo informed 
them the phyficians had at. a coaruUation . 
that morning declated, they did not think . 
it poflible Lord Sutton could livea month \ 
and though this was not told him, the Ytif 
fmall hopes they gave midered him very 
earneft to have the marriage over. Wil- 
kinfon ventured to hint a wilbi that it might 
b^ concluded at Bath ; Lady Edwtn op- - 
pofed it, and that very ftrenuoufly j (he 
had her own private reafons for haften- 
ing the marriage of Cecilia,^ and forcfaw if 
th.^ 
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they flayed ItMiger « BalH, that mutt of 
courfe be deferred; a thigg of all others 
the leaft defirabic to her.. Charles Her- 
bert fat a fiJent auditor of this convcr- 
faiion^ in which Sir VViltiam.and Mr. 
Matifel joined, giving it a» their decided 
opinion, the union of Mr, Wiikinfon and 
Mifs Herbert ©ught on naaccount to be 
deferred, Mrs. Herbert confidering the pc^ 
oitence 6f fucb a man as Lord Sutton, 
might proceed moi-« from caprice and ter- 
ror of deathj than any real' good difpoG,- 
tion, andconfequently not to be depended 
en, was likewife an advocate for expediting 
the nuptials. Lady Ano^ health, was the 
only point that embarrafled her aoat : italf 
Mr. Manftl affiired her was- in- no danger r 
and as fiie had the fatisfafbion of finding 
Anna up and chearful in ehe evening, flie 
took « very affeftionatc leave, aiid the- fa- 
iTiily fct out the next morning for Wales— 
Keirher Wiikinfon nor Manfel went with 
(hem; Lord Suttoo having peeviflily lef- 
fcned the leave of abfence, from a fortnight 
to eight days ; it was judged ejtpedfent fon 
the 
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the family to ga firft, and tbiit when all 
vas readf, tbe-briidegroom fliould. accom- 
panied by 'Mr. MXnfi;!, follow them to 
DennU Place. 

Patty and her lover took leave of Anna 
in the evening i the rejoiced when Ihe 
found [hey :ffer'e a^Ajjilly gone, and a very 
■ccepublCjCeflation to her gloomy reflec- 
tions^arrived the next day in her uncle and 
Mr. Melmothj Mrs. Mclmotk's fituatioa 
rendered it proper Ihe fhould leave Bach ; 
the Lodge was prepared for her reception : 
the tenants and dependants of that refpec- 
tablefatiuly were impatient- to hail the re- 
turn (tf the Squire xo the manfion of his an- 
ceftors — it was with regret on all fides 
this feparation was coofetited to> and'Mrs. 
Metmoth protcftol fhc could not fttr till 
Lady Ana promifed to fee her before Ihe 
went ■ to Wales, which flie very rekdily 
did. '- .,.- '/' 

Eliza continued wieh-our heroine^, and 

the Melmoth family left -Bath with the 

bippy certunt^ of eoter'rog gates diey, feared 

were for ever Ihut to cbeu approach, dt^ 

. look-' 
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looking with confcious right and authority^ 
round thofe domains, the value and beauty 
of which had bflcn difregardcd by their 
pofleffors till the inftant they, were on tte 
point of lofing an earthly paradife by their 
own folly and extravagance ; their pteafure 
■nd their, joy was the more fcnfible, as they 
felt, in their prefent happinefs, the reward 
' of their former benevolence. Mr. Mor- 
dant, vpith whom juftice and gttieroflty 
■were cnly fofar divided as to fulftr the for- 
mer to precede the latter, had not only 
- taken the mortgage out of Mf. A&bfsl 
hands, but in a manner that flattered* in- 
ftead of wounding, the pride of Mr. Mcl- 
moth, reimburfed hirii fcr the expenceS <tf 
Anna's education in fo Kberal aftile afttf 
tnanner, that plenty, as well as peace, again 
dwelt at Melmoth lodge. 

Tfie young Eliza now becanW the-pwti* 
^ular care of Anna ; Mr. Summers was her* 
morali -and Mr. Manfcl hef dhint precep- 
tor : in this pleafing employmfcnt Annaf 
hoped to find r^ef froinihe corroding-artd 
■nxiour Icings rf h^r mind ; but thtffc 
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wert too potent to be thus evaded ; her 
fever increafed,. the intermlffions became 
left regular, ' and her appetite entirely 
failed i the hours, ufu'ally devoted to fleep 
Tcre thofe in which fhe indulged in a 
luxury of grief; her funk eyes and wan 
checks fpokea language it was notpoOible 
fEH* love and fricndfhip co milapprehend : 
the firft phygcaos were agato called in: 
Mr. Mordant's uneatincfs was only to be 
etiualled by that of the General j Manfel 
durft not truft himfelf to look at her, and 
Mrs. Wcllcrs* bwo health was fo much af- 
feAed, it was often out of her power to U* 
tend her young friend ; Mts. Clarke was 
therefore feni: for down exprefs, and added 
another mourner 'to the melancboly group. 
'Wilkiofon waS alt impatience. ibr his fain* 
mons, but neverchelefs fdt in the genei^l 
f^ilicitude for a life fo dear : the do&ors 
were. wearied with quefUons i yei, what an*., 
fwers could they retiirn> confident -with the 
(kill they profefied, but what they had al- 
ready i^TCti — that jDuch might be hoped 
from' 
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from her youth and conftitution, but tnorcj 
mBaitdy more, depended on the flate of 
her mind, 

Anna beard ibeir opinions without emo- 
tion, but her countenance exhibtred totf 
litcie concern in their prognoftics to pleafe 
ber uncle. 

He conjured her not to break hts heart 
fa^ her Unaccountable fadnets : Jhe averred, 
all that lay with herfelf was willingly done 
tf>.regain her loll health ; " but if," faid' 
f^e, *' it is the will of my Maker to call 
" we from a life in which, excepting the 
*'. love of a few friends, I have never known • 
" pjeafure, at fo earfy a period, who fball 
'* artaign his wifdom I 

" Oh Anna!" anfwered Mr. Summery 
**. do, you efteem the love of a few friends 
*' a trifle! Do not afied an apathy for " 
*f which your frafibility difqoalifies you I 
" Believe, the love of real friends is Hea- 
" ven's.beft gift;-it is a treafure f«r more 
** valuable than your eftate." 
** I efteejn it fo," returned Ihe, " tny ever 
't. l^iod monitor^ but, valuable as it is, call 
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** me not ungrateful : I had greedily fetmy 
** heart on more ; the dirappoiotmeot, you 
** fee, has hurt me. I cannot fly from my- 
** felft elfe would I be any living being who 
«• is innocent, rather than Ann Trevanion : 
*' but, unhappy as I confefs I am, you, I 
'* am fure, alarm yourfelves without rea- 
" fon. If this illnefs is to be final, it muft 
*• greatly increafe \ I have myfcif no fore- 
*' bodings ; niy fufferings are merely men- 
•' tal J it may, ^jerhaps, affefl my health, 
" but nor, I hope, fatally. — I have heard 
" the South of France " — 

** Oh," cried the General, " it is the veiy 
" place for you." 

" And," continued Anna, taking her 
uncle's hand, which (he prcfled to her lips 
with the utmoft warmth, both of duty and 
afFeftion, " tf that will not do, my dear and 
"honoured uncle, we will go with you 
*'to Jamaica; and we will fteal my 
" good maternal friend from her worthy 
" hyfband, if we cannot prevail on him to 
" accompany us. What would I not do, 
" where would I not go, to add to the hap- 

Voi. IV. h pinef- 
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'* pinefsoffuch friends? — Let uiioftaiitljr 
" take an airiog— rBriftol ts recomineaded j 
*f|if the place pleaTcs us, we. will go there, 
*^juft to beguile the ticne. —I canhoc leave 
'" England without Mr. MaoTel ;— and if it 
■* Ihoutd ROt be poffible for my. dear Mrs. 
** Wellers .to go ; — 

*' Oh," interrupted the good woman, 
*■' don't mention that } depend on it I will 
*' not leare you, till your health is re-efta* 
'* blilhed, though I am half an inratid my- 
•* felf,"— The carriage was ordered. Mr. 
Mordant and the General chofe to go on 
l^srleback.— The environs of Briftol are, 
perhaps, the moll beautiful- and fri&ufefque 
in the world. As they rode over the downs, 
Mr. Manfet Ihewed them the Welch hills, 
over which they travel to Llandorc. — Anna 
ftarted. — 

*< That high one, that feems to lofe its 
** top in the clouds," fvd the good ' nan, 
." is very plainly dirccrnible from the 
" afcenvt, at the back of Llandorc caftle j' — 
a ftartii^'g tear accompanied recoileflion. 

He 
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He cohdooed, " Ofteoi my dear Annsj 
« hare I looked frqin thence toward ir, 
** with a fccret wilh to know where you 
** was, and a fcrreot hope you woold once 
** ^in repali itt when the faappieft among ^ 
** the happy, no. wilh ungratified, no prayer 
" unanfwered, carried down my departed 
^ faint, we wcDtthatroad.** 

" Oh, Sir I" anfwered Anna, herface bath^ 
ed in tears, white he firovc to conceal his', 
** no oiore.lead to the taimwy of that 
'**-bleired wom^ t no more retrace that 
** fpot, tfaofe fcen^ ! which are clofed on 
*' me for -erer'i mifery and defpair are the 
**• only rcliques of the peaceful ferenity of 
** four happy years fpeat at dear Llandore. 
*' Mrs. ManieVs death anticipated misforr 
*' tunei^ meant to elucidate the wifdom of 
** providence j but there, aUs ! my prefenc 
" forrow did not originate ^ too late wert 
** the warnings qf my ever lamented friend. 
** Your Tillage, your houfe, the white 
** chimnies ofLIandore, are this moment 
" in my fight: there you fit in your morn^ 
" ing gown, leading j here is my more 

L 2 l.h3H 
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'^ thanmotlicr,tryingon apairof fpeaacles, 
*' laughing at her own figure in them : . bc- 
*f tween you ftand) the happieft of orphans^ 
** juft equipt to go with dear Mi(s Herbert 
** to tfae'caftle, detainetironly to receive a; 
.<* charge, delivered in the voice of kind-i 

, «* nefs, not ioi%»e out late ; riot to venture 

'* through farnf r Jones's fidd, and not to 

" overheat myfclf by walking; 0|i, that all 

- ^^ my. HA%ad been pa&d in that humble 

^ ilTt^ !" — Hire a flood of tears, in which 

_ her reverend friend accompanied her, gave 
fome eafe to her. heart, burfting as it was 
vith anguifb, aod-themoft tormenting re'- 
colleftions. 

.' Mr. Mordant then joining them with 
his obfervations on the couatiy, flic was 
fuffered to indulge in filence reBe&ions 
which contributed not to the benefit flie 
hoped from the ^ir and exercife. 

At Clifton, a remarkably pretty houfe, 
apparently new-Httcd up, in a rorAantic 
fpor, overlooking the wells,, in full view 
of the river and St. Vincent's rock, en- 
gaged their notice, and Anna, much pleafed 
with. 
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with the frtuation, flopped to inquire what 
accommodation there was. 

The ladies were ftiewn into a very neat 
drawing room, while the gentlemen were 
admiring the profpefts round j on their 
proceeding to take a farther view of the 
houfe, a perfon pafled Anna haflily , who 
Ihe immediately recolle&ed to be Mrs. 
Hughes, the friendly widow to . whofe 
humanity fhe had been lb much obliged . 
when in the fmall poz; her firft emotions 
were thofe of joy at feiRig a perfon to 
■whom Ihe was fo much indebted, and 
having no idea the woman could, have 
any objedion to a rencontre, which the 
predetermined IhouM be to her advant^, 
fhe followed her up flairs Tnto a fmall room, 
where to lier a(tonilhment, on a table lay 
the. coat and train, of which flie had been 
robbedj and which Mre. Hughes was haflily 
caccbing up. Surprile now took the pl^e 
d^.j^leafure — might Ihe belipve her eyes-*- 
was it poffible— could Mrs. Hughes be tbc 
4t$Hbn whofe didioncfty caufed her fueh 
Ifitfow?' The poor woman, when flie fa;w 
L 3 Anoii 
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Annahadfizedhereyflontfae coal, dwp. 
ped hers, in evidOnt confufion ; neither 
ipoke iAl joined by Mrs. Wellers. 

Lady Ann's countenance, her aftonUhed 
look ai ihecMt fo often defcribcd. fooo 
explained the matter. 

• "What," cried Mra,WelUrs, « yoo 
•«* have theh difcoTered the thief.- 

Another perfon at this momeilt appMred, 
as little expefisd, though pctfeftty kfiowA} 
it was Bate9i who, kneeling at tlie- fttt df 
lady Ann, eonfefied the robbery, finding 
be could not conceal it without fuSering 
the odium to lay on bis fiftcr. 

The whole tranfaflion reflected To nitich 
nn the unhappy Edtrin, that Anna Waji rt- 
'joiced there were no other -witneflca to a 
difcorer^ fo little to his credit i and the 
natire goodnefs of her heart exulted io 
tindi though fo nearly related, Mrs. Hughes 
' was unacquainted with thedepravity of her 
trothcl-. 

Batts favcd fome money io Mr. Edwin's 

fisfvictf, whidi he increafed by marrying a 

woman of fmall dower, and had taken this 

. houfi^ 
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hovic, which he meant to l«t In lodgiogs ; 
Mri. Hughe* *as at that time on a vifit 
to his wife, and thejr h»d beco very bu^ 
k>okin^ over and arranging hia things* 
wb^n Aooa's carriage {topped i Mrs. Bates 
attended t^ ladies to. the .apartments; 
thtf Brit glance Bates had of our heroine, 
knowing' how his wife and fifter were em- 
ployed, in the utmoft hurry he fent the 
-latter to put the tint coat and train they 
had been admttingi out of £ght, without 
explaining his reafon. 

' '^The lively gratitude of Anna prerefttcd 
Us liping hid ; and her regard for lady 
Edu'in, and the honour of her family^ 
furbade her laying any thing mere on the 
iubjeft, than privately flipulating for its 
being reftored to Mrs. Defmoulins, with 
which Bates was glad to come off. 

This tranfaftioD prevented her taking 
thehoufej and after making Mrs. Hughes 
a prefent fuitable to her own ideas of the 
fervices ihe had rendered her, they returned 
to Bath, amufed if not diverted : here they 
found a chaife at the door, and Wilkinfon 
L 4 im- 
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impatiently wtiting with the welcome 
mandate} zitd letters for Lady Add from 
ker friends at Dennis Place. 

" Novft Anna" whifpered Mri. Wellers, 
** for your fortitude, now let your fcnfe of 
•* propriety, the dignity of your rank, and 
•• the pride of your lex fupport you." 

** I koowj" Anfwered flie, trembling 
and out of breath, '* I Ihall be better 
*' when it is over :" fhe took the hand of 
^Manfel as he pafled, kifled hers to WiU 
kinfon, and hurried to her apartment. 

Manfel having been in dally expedation 
of his fumnons, was tnftantty ready, and 
with flrift charge from Mrs. Wellers to 
fend an exprefs the moment the ceremony 
was performed,, he took a reluctant leave. 
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fie mdding, 

J. H E hard trial was nov at hand i 
poor Annaj in this arduous moment, endea- 
voured to recollefl: all the leflbns fiie had 
been taught for her own pradice, and alt 
flic hadobfervedin her friends : there was 
not, in her refearches* a fingle example, 
from whence Ihe could derive (Irength of 
mind. Fhllofophy would not, and reBe£tion 
could not, adminifter the confolation (he fo 
much warned i to fly froiu her own 
thoughts was the only means that offered of 
comfort; in this expedient Mrs. Wcllers was 
her indefatigable affiftant : flie hurried her 
from one amufement to another -, Aill point- 
mg out to her the admiiraiion (he excired» 
and the homage paid to her merit, as well 
as charms. Ever prudent,, judicious, and 
L 5 kind. 
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kind, Ihe ndther a moment loft -fighc of 
■whit, at fuch a critical and painful period, 
was due to friendfliip, nor ftudiouiljr 
avoided the futjeft^ vbencver Anna men- 
tioned the Edwins, or Herbert j neVcrthe- 
Jefs, the intervening fpace would have' been 
ftilt more tedious and unhappy, had it not 
been diverted by ■ incidents that engroffid 
Ibme part of their atteniion. 

Stevens called on Lady Aao the third 
morning after Mr. Wilkinfos had left Bath, 
tvith a ituA terrible actount of the ftats 
t>f Lord Sutton's mind and health ; he 
acknowledged himfelf to have long been a 
member of the Catholic church, though 
he had not revealed thole his religious prin- 
ciples, on account, for nEi«iy years,, of his 
commiffion,, and lately he 'had not thought 
of any religion ; biu now the reproaches of 
his confdence were foftrong, ablblutloa 
muft be had at any price; and nothing 
would fatisfy him but fending for aprieftt 
a countryman of his father's, now at Batb» 
in the train of a foreign amba&dor. 

Steven* 
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Stevd»*.if lie had nothbnefby eunigh 
to i>c really cooceroed for the iiuereft of 
WHlnnfon, hacl» ac kaff, a compdeitt Iharc 
t£ regard for his own* which be ooticetved 
u a mart pmrnifiDg line ki the banda of • 
■mm. of. bonotir, than in that of a bigoted 
firieft } he tbeiefim: tntreated htdf Aon to 
interlere ; but a look from her- venerable 
friend ihad more ibrce ia her gentle bofoDt 
Am all he could lay : even though die in- 
«ereft of Fatty ma at (lake, flie bej^cd to 
be excofed y and that no ioducemem might 
be wanting to the abandooing the bad cnaa 
to his defttny, before Stevens left her; a 
pocu wonun. ftoc a petition co be adnu> 
ted. 

At tuw&crtime, petSn^jOtoatiglitluure 
Iked icferrid M Glarlw ; but, «t this, u di*^ 
vert the paBing moment, was all chat Mrs. 
'Welleis wifliedi Ac thcnfim begged Lady. 
Jinn to admit her.. 

A tall, h^ggardi dirty .vomah now en* 

tvredj of whole perfoD Anna bad: not the 

leaft recalk£ti(»i ; Ihe was beginning, in ' 

broken Englilht an. apology j. when, f^ing 

. ■ L 6 , . the 
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the Captain, her humble ftile was inftantly 
changed inta a roily of abufe on him and 
his noble patron, in the courle of which 
our hennne underftood, to her infinite fur- 
prife, this perfon was no other than Ma- 
dam Frajaii, and that the TubjeA of her 
anger was not being rewarded fuitable to 
her efiimaiion of the fervices Ihe bad ren- 
dered Xjord Sutton in her injurious con- 
dud to Anna. In the courfe of her accu- 
IS^tions, mixed with imprecations fhocking 
to the ears of the refpcdable inmates of 
Lady Ann Trevanion's houfe, who, all but 
Stevensr ftood aghad, fhe pourtrayed her 
own and the wickednefs of her ailbciate ; , 
he, indeed, having beenaaive inonepartof ■ 
what (he called her ill ufage, and more uled 
to fuch language, knew how to return her 
dialeft. 

When, however, Mr. Mordant heard 
her accufe him of urging her to leave Mill 
Edwin's fervice, and Kcciring from her, 
in the name of his Lord, Mrs. Metmoth's 
lace, to prevent her obtaining her own par- 
don, by a free confcffioii, he could hold 
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, no more, no more reftrain bis r^ t the 
evident wretchednefs of her circumftances 
loft all claim td charity, the iniquities of 
her life demanded punifhment, and both 
ttefc, partners in vice w?re thruft out of the 
houfe with, the contempt and abhorrence 
they defcrved. 

■ When they retired to drefi, Mrs. Wellers 
propofcd to Anna going to the play, where 
the foul-harrowing Siddans was to perform 
Ifab^lla. With a faint fmile, flie declined 
going out any more ; this was, perhaps, the 
very Uft day Ihe might think on her Her- 
bert without a crime ; the indiflblubleknot 
might be already tiedj (he would fpend it 
in once more living over in idea the hzppf 
kappy moments fhe had known with him i 
ihe would indulge, for the laft time, in a re* 
trofpe£t of his aftions, both at Llandore 
andiince; Ihe would learn fortitude from 
his example } Oie would trace, with her 

- pencil, the graces of his perfon, as they 
dwelt on her memory, and her eftimation 
of perfeftion ihould alwAys be guided by 
Ihofe of bia mind. 

■ • ■ , Go,|!"« 
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There war a ibtemnity in ber -maaDcr 
during chii declaration i and, when flic 
calmly opened her port folio, diic kSeSied 
Mrs* Wellerit Without alaroiiDg ber. Oat 
rang for her work bag, and kat an apology 
to the gentlemen fot not joiakig tbettt tbe 
remainder of the day. 

Tbe bours paft in a fotemo kind of on- 
dcTcribable fadnefi, and tbe cloie ci die d^ 
bad already arrived, without tbe drffitdcd> 
yet wilh'^d-fot, melienger frmn . Dennis 
Place. 

Mr. Mordant and tbe General were 
gone to the play, and a fliUne& per- 
vaded in tbe hottfe* with which the feel>> 
ings of iu lovely MifireiVill ai^corded^ with' 
^ach revolving hoof ber ipiiica Sa^g^y aqft 
the remonftrances of {riendftiip «efe boft.tb- 
the mcH-e piereing ckirasof |<afibiliiy. She 
was ia a nietic flood G^ ifarss T'^«niiJ«ud- 
rap at the door^kuroud bar. ' .-.■■, 

She &aEted.r— " IwiU not Ijbe any t:>fdy." 

** I have given dice&tonSi" ' anfwived 
Mrs. WeUeri. *- The doeroppned* 

With. 

D4,..tkGoogIc 
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With looks of truifiwt, ud unfpeak^ 
able joy, in ru(hed Mr. Herbert. 
The la^es fcreuncd. 
He'vas iiii a momepc at the feet of Aims. 
He fdeed her hand : it was in rain (he 
ftruggled^ CO mthdraw it, that Ihe com* 
jnanded hito to rife — to rethv. 

Never, nerer more would be ^vt up 
the precious pledge.-— She wai his own— 
his invaluable, his deflined Anna. 

Wtrat did he meaa?-rAgab be was 
commanded to retire. 

No longer the defpairing, the haplefa 
Herbert,— he dared to difobcy, and to glory 
in his difobedicnce. He would not quit his 
p(^ute till he read in the eyes of lus be* 
loved Anna the joy,, the ecftafy himfelf 
felt at his freedom ; bad (he not confeHed 
^ loved her Herbert? He was agatn,^ fas 
aflured ber^ free. She muft forgive hil 
tranrports; the Ibund was fo joyful^ be 
would have ic refound through che world> 
" Charles Herbert was difcngagtd from 
" Cecilia Edwin — ^He was in fight of all 
^^ earthly bllfs^— he was at liberty to. pour 
forth 
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** fijrtb the long, long retrained love and 
"adoration of his foul;— he was at the 
f* feet of Anna Trcvanion." 

" There," faid he, with the triumph 
of truth in his countenance, and ecftaf/ 
in his manner, ^ i> the dear mandate of 
** blifs"— giving into the hands of Mrs, 
Wellers an open letter, while his full heart 
ftone in his line ejres, and he was unable- 
to utter another fyllable — but his Glcnce 
wanted not animation: the honeft joy of 
his fond heart bathed the hand he heM with 
drops of love and rapture — his agitations 
were too ftrong for articutat'ion, and he in- ' 
dulged the tr-anfportof reading in the coun- 
tenance of her he loved, a doubtful joyr 
mixed with evident furpriie. 

Herbert's pofitive declarations of freedom- 
carried too much the lemblance of truth ta 
he doubted^ biit how could it be — tracbingi 
Annathought, but the death of Cecitiacould 
have given him authority to addrefs her 
with fuchafliiredhopeof fuccefs, and that 
ideafliockedher— he was bid to rife — 
he Was difobedient — he would not ftir. 

5* Have 
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; •* Haw you read that divine letter, ma- 
** dam,*' laid he, addrelling himfelf to Mrs. 
WellerSi " from the kind Cecilia Edwin?'* 

"Ah! Charles," cried Anna, " what 
** have you done ? Have you then humbled 
** me to the duft by revealing my folly to 
** her ?- And do you think I will accept ef 
" a ~ diftniOioD you have prevailed on her to 
** give? Was I fo groveling in my ideas, fo 
^* mean in my principles, how would that 
** recopcile your conduft to Sir William 
" and Lady Edwin, to youriUf, to me, and 
*' to the world ? 

•* Oh I to be fure, my angcl," anfwered 
Herbert, « Cecilia Edwin is the woman 
** to give up a point in confideration of 
" another's happinefs, and your Charles 
" the man in the world to afford her a tri- 
** umph over his Anna. But Mrs. Wcllcrs, 
** though by your deKghted looks I per- 
** ceive you have read thofe celeftial lines, 
•* on each fyllable of which I have hung 
** with inexpreffible tranfport, you do not 
V congrat^late me j you hare act comrau- 
5*iiicated 
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*' oicated them to my Anna. Will fovt 

'*be To good as to read itout,orlbdl I?*'' 

" Oh ! pray take it yourfelf," anfffcred - 
ttte.gpod woman, fmiltng through. Iier 
tears, and folding her young fneni to her 
heart, with an emotion Ifae cbuld not rcfifl; 
though her Tenle <^ female- delicacy kept 
her filcnti 

f Now, Madam," faid the intoxieated 
Charles, ** let ma read to you a letter I have 
"gone through at teaft a (houfand time! 
** already] there is not a fentence In it t 
" have not feparately bleffed owr and 
"over." 

He was beginning— but the agitation rf 
our heroine became too! ftrong to fuffe^ 
him to proceed, Mrs. Welfers, alarmed 
at, the changes in her countenance, begged 
him to retire, and leave the letters with 
her. He was unwilling to obey ; r— but 
on her referring him to the looks of Anna 
■s a confirmation of her ill health, and oa 
promife of re-admifiion, he left the room; 
and then, no witnefs prefent, the amiable 
woman alternately Ibothed and congratu- 
lated 
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latect her frieadj and the abfence of the 
lover, by leaving them ffithout conftrainc, 
fcxin gave Anna courage to- read At fcA-. 
lows: 

" To Charlei Herbert, Efq. 

" And did yOu really fuppofe, coufin, 
CeciliJi Edwin meant to make you mafter 
of her perfon and fortune? One only mo- 
tive could have prevailed on her to have 
beeh guilty of fuch a prcpofterous piece of 
folly-*that of punilhing youKpfefumption, 
and of being a perpetual plague to the 
whining lovefick Anna. But it would have 
been too much to dedicate my life to fuch 
a contemptible purpofe. When next t fee 
you, I fiiall bear the name of him who has 
my heart ; and of this I fliould have in- 
formed you when you tnfulted me with a 
petition to be rejcfted, had not your iri- 
folence deferved the punilhment of fuf- 
pence. 

C, Edwin." 
"If! 
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" If* raid flie faintly, " this is trae ! 
if — " " Oh! no if's, for God's fake," an- 
fwered Mrs. Wellers, ** I muft perform 
" my promife, Mr. Herbert mutk fup with 
" us." — Not forbid by the blufliing Anna> - 
he was re-admitted. 

' Can language of any kind do juftice to 
the felicity of this happy evening, when 
two amiable young pcrfons found (without 
any reproachable efibrt of their own) the 
hitherto unfurmountable bars which op. 
poled their union, totally removed ; unre- 
ftrained by a fenfc of impropriety, unawed 
by fear, unconfcious t^ guilt, blefled with 
affluence beyond their wifiies, when fate, 
which had fo long and invariably followed 
them with omens of their eternal feparation, 
now relenting, preftnted to their view un- 
interrupted peace and endlefs happinefs : if 
there is a language adequate to the defctip- 
tion of the raptures of twofenlible minds (a 
fituated, I am unacquainted with it. Sacred 
, be their ioves, as void of guilt their forrows. 
They parted not till two o'clock, and 
tiieii too happy to reft: but how difierenc 
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nay be the ^Se&s from one caufe ; the 
want of fleep lefc no vifible traces on the 
countenance pf our .heroine; Ihewasin-- 
deed in no hafie to leave her apartment, 
but Mrs. ^yellers> whofe pleafure was 
without bounds, found her drefled, fweet 
as the opening rofe, her muHiti levet and 
linen only to be outdone In whiteoefs by 
%hf ikin they covered. Joy danced in her 
eyes, and her beautiful mquth now adorned 
with the fmile of tranquillity, half ftiewed a 
double row of'pearl, and exhibited to the 
moft enchanting advantage the innumerable 
dimples which furrounded it. The vifible 
falisfaftion this lively difplay of inward 
peace gave Mrs. Wellers, added frefh grace 
to her fmiles; and returning her filent fa- 
lute with mutual exchange^ of thofe looks 
true cordiality only, can fend forth, they 
defcended to the breakfaft room. 

The general and Mr. Mordant had been 
fixing their rout to France, and feriouOy . 
lamenting the occa^on which obliged them 
to take it, when Mr. Herbert was an- 
nounced. 

« Herbert I" 
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•* H«rf)ert!** repeated Mr. Mordant id 
aftonifiiinent* 

"The fame, dear Sir,** anrvered the 
flill oveijoyed Oiarles j " he comes to de- 
•* mand your congratulatioos." 

"On your marri^ to be fure," an- 
Twered Mr. Mordant ; « but wliat caa 
** have brou^t you io (bon to Bath ; U 
•* Mn. Herbert with you ? la Wilkinfon 
** come ? 

"Not fo faft, my dear -Sir," returned 
Herbert. " No, you are, ff yoa pleale, to 
•' gratutate me on my not being married j 
"and—" 

Here Mrs, Wellers, who had gone to 
fetch Anna, entered, followed by the di- 
vinity he adored (— he flew to meet her. 

" Hey !" faid the General, the whole 
matter then ftriking him, "So, fo, fo, you 
•• have found a phyGcian, and we fliall have 
'* no occafion to go to France.** 

** Nor will my dear niece, I fear, follow 
** me to Jamaica,*' joined Mr. Mordant. 

Anna 
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Atma cunley'd to both, and snfivered 
Jier lover's fond inquiries after her health, 
with grace and eale. 

When they were (eated, Ibe told htm he 
fhould have the honour of giving the water 
to Mrs. Wellers j and the fervant being dif- 
milled, con&ious oi the re£tlcude of her fen- 
timents, and as free from alt afiiiAatiofl, 
as iacap4>^c of deceit ; — above the little 
arts which women, who feel a void of real 
modefty, by overftraining the appearance 
of that beautiful quality, have rccourfc to, 
in vain hope of concealing their unamiable 
deficiency, her underftanding fat (heepiJh- 
nefs out of her chara&er^ and her native 
dignity fecured her from the cenfure of 
boldnels, pofleffing the happy medium ia 
every inftance but one; it was confijlent 
with her .ideas of grateful propriety, to 
make a frank acknowledgment to her 
friends of thofe fentiments Ihe had not 
concealed from her lover. 

After a little hefitation, in which lenfibi- 

lity was far more vifible-than fhame, flie 

owned her predileAion for Mr. Herbert 

from 
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ftom the firft of her acquaintance; th£ ^o- 
grefs it had tnade in her afieAion had 
beenj ibe faid, as irrefiftible as rapid ; fiie 
mentioned him to Mr. Mordant as the 
caufe of her* declining the addreiles of his 
amiable fop; nor could ihe refirain her tears 
in repeating her fufferings at fuppoGng him 
dead, from the accidental information of 
the magazine ; her diftrefs, when the fame 
moment that difcovered his exiftence gave 
her fuch undoubted proofs of his engage- 

■ ment to Mifs Edwin, it was unneceffary to 
repeat ; but (he concluded with afTuring 
them, if it yet fliould appear to her uncle 

' and Mr.Suaimers.thatherfentiments in Mr. 
Herbert's favour were the effeft of caprice 
or want of judgement in her, jnJkad of dc- 
fert in him, Ihe could not indeed promifc 
to ceafe loving him, but would never marry 
without, not only their confcnt, but appro- 
hation; and then leaving him to the expla- 
nation and vindication of his .own adtions, 
ihe- retired, declining the attendance of 
Mrs. Wellers. ** You, my dear Madam;" 
faid Ihe, " muft ftay — you fhall judge for 
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" me, I am too partial to decide for my- 
» felf » 

. Herbert, alljenfe and elegance, liberal 
in his ideas, andjufi in bis anions, a fcho- 
lar and a gentleman, his principles unvi- 
tiated, his morals uncomiptedi not warmer 
in his fenfe of honour than in bis love of 
truth, needednotanadvocatewtthhis judges; 
■ Aofhw Anaafs partiality, they approved 
■thecAijaft'^hibh iofpired tr, and only won- 
dered any one who knew both could think 
ttf le{iarating' tvo peopl'cwhb feemed born 
,fi)reacfa other. 
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J 7rip ti> the North. 

JVl R. Herbert had now to account to 
them J he had before done U:tD Ahiu, for 

. jiis fuddcn enfranchifement. . 

He told them, that the whole, journey 
down, Mifs Edwin's behaviour was fulkii. 
haughty, and Teferved to all the party; that 
lier fupercilious behaviour knew no diC- 
tindltoD of perfons, but was extended to 
her father and mother, with as little cere- 
mony as to Patty and himfclf i infomuch 
tlut Lady Edwin, it was eafy to perceive, 
with great difficulty forbore her refentrrient. 
On theirarrival at Dennis Place, ftie affefted 
retirement, but made- no objeftion to the 
day propofed for their nuptials % that as to 
bimfelf, fpite of his internal wretchedncfs, 
he endeavoured to perfevcre in the kind of 
behaviour 
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behaviour he had always adopted, ' which 
was polite and friendly i he had pretended 
to. no more. To the great divcrfion of Sir 
William, and the furprize of every body 
file, -tbeiT aunt Wixi&ed, formerly her 
ridicule, was hier favouriK frieiid -and chief 
^mpanioo, and the only perfpn about the 
houle with whom fhe chofe to coDverfe., 

On the evening preceding their nuptials, 
.which was the day Mr. Manfel and Wil- 
kinfofi were esq^cAed, the old chapel, being 
cleared and ornamented for the purpofr, 
the heigbbourhood invited, and prcpaira- 
tionA made to entertain- the whble coudty, 
CeciHa, without waidng to fee them, tS' 
tired to her apartment. 

Lady Edwin was furprited and hurt ae 
fuch a whim, as Patty (though going to be 
united to the objeA of her choice) having 
been brought down for the exprefs purpofe 
of accompanying her coufln, would cer- 
tainly, at focb a delicate period, wilh for a 
companion of her own age aod lex : but 
remonftrancea were vain. Oie continued ob- 
ftinatc, and carried feerpoint. . . •> 

M>2 *' Manfel 
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**Maofel and Wilktnfeo arrived in tbe 
** evening. A prey to m/ own dreadful 
^ reflexions, I had not," coatiDued he^ 
<* a tfaoi^hc of reft} but I attended mj 
^ dear mother eariy to her chamber, -wiMn, 
** for tiic firft time, flie fainted her fiean, 
^*I was not happy in iR)r, orxatber j^, 
•* duMce. 

** I made no anfwer to this but too true 
** iurmifet Httle did the beft and tcndereft 
** of medienimag^fii^ reigned witfaout 
f* a rival in my Tout : had She but fufpe^led 
'* [ iovfjd, her fenft of faonotu* and of juf- 
** tke would have ttHdered her miferable j 
*^ but as no remfdy oSered to prevent ttu( 
" dreadful facrifice but what would involve 
■*:htr in hiy ruin, and wound the hearts o( 
**■ Sif William and Lady Edwin, I Taf&red 
" her to continue in ignorance of my fcel- 
** ings— Dear woman, on- her knees fbe , 
" prayed for blelDogs on her children. 

"<* She Was fure I might mould my couGn, 

* who bad always loved me, into what 

** fornn I pleafed} and the gratitude and 

** good nature her partiality gave me credit 

3 "fofi 
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**^ry woKrid infurc onr hippiaefst 1 hit 
** bet, cxxicroeljr iffe^tdby bcr maternd- 
" goDdncfSf mjr Ibul reoc viththe idea, of 
" tb« appnxiching ceremony, which I ftlt 
** wouM render the -wbde ovation an uni- 
" verfal bUnk to me. In croffing the gaU- 
** Iery,.I waiftruck wkfaftglin^ifitof C^- 
*' ciPia haftily defcmding the ftaint boi as 
** evcrjr htiur was marlticd wicb frcfli whim 
** and cipricti whn I wu Aik it wn beo 
** it gave tile no Artber tboughc. 

** What my refle<iftio»s wcie during cbaf 
** painful night I ^ill not (fince, thaak' 
** God 1 it is paft) repeat : I cm odIjt at* 
*^ tempt to expiate my c^ence to Heavm^ 
« by confeffing, fuch were my forrows, I 
*" found it impoffibte to reft, and thereftmr 
*f went riot to bed. Every revoWtng trio- 
** ment, while recoDedion brought to my 
** memory all the paft, at the fame inftant^ 
' ** reminding me how foon, howvery foon/ 
<* by a totontary aA of my own, I muft^ 
** for ever relinquilh all claim on the womatr 
** I adored) and [dight my faith to one t 
" del^ifcd, my diftnds became fo poignant. 
M3. "Iowa 
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** I own it vtch fliBme, I am not furc but 
'* my inotlier*s heart would hire been 
"wounded by > fecood fuicidein her fa- 
** mily> had not the fatal cngagemeDt been 
*' lb happily broke o£F. The diftraf^ion of 
"my ideas was iocrea&d by the buftle 
*f and hurry wlucb, by break of day, filled 
*f the hoafe } and befwe fix, "by the light 
" t^my meek fitter hanging on the arm of 
** her bdoved Witkinfoo, whole looks> bent- 
" in cordial lovej even at that diflance; 
*f conveyed to me a pifture of the rapture 
'* of his mind : I wa» turning from them,: 
** my' imag^atim fickenhig at the contraft 
** in my own fituation, when aYrelh coitp- 
" motion in the houfe, and Pitty's halty 
** fummOnft from the garden, excited for a 
*f moment my curiofiiy, which^ IwweTer, 
"quickly vanifhed: too mifer^ble to fear 
''.an aggravation of tlmtt I was again loft 
" in defpaif ; I had nothing, X thought, to 
*^.fear, and lefs to hope, from whatever 
"might be going forward: happy mif- 
" take! My mother and Lady Edwin en- 
*' (ered my room j the former with looks 
"of 
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V of coti]i{»ffioT), the latter dq)rived, by an- ' 
" ger and'diftrcfs, of the power of utter- 
" aace, pale, and ftiaking every nerve. 

** My dear fon," faid my mother, " you ' 

** mutt arm yotirfelfwith patience." 

. *^ Ah ! what has . happened 1" cried I, - 

concluding (my mind ever on one fub- 

j^) fome dreadful news from Bath. 

. •• Lady Edwin, then, in an agony, 

** found fpcech: Cecilia, faid fte, that 

*f dif^^e to my blood,, that difhonour 

•* to 'rfiy race, has" eloped: all mf care 

•' for hejr is loft, aU my fclicitude *ain — 

** my anxious hours, my fleeplefs nights, 

"my ardent prayers, of no eifca-r-un- 

V happy woman that 1 am — the diftrefs 

*■* of my poor brother is vi&ted on my de- 

*^ voted'head — childlefs and wretched, for 

•* never will I own or receive that ilUprin- 

" ctpled girl — I have no hope or comfort 

" in my own pofterity. 

. *• My jrei^jeiSt for Lady Edwin, my venc- 

^* ration of her forrows, ncHr compa0ibn 

« for my uncle, who rMi about wringing 

** his hands, and vainly calling on his^ be- 

M + « loved 
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** iQved tengFttefttl diughter, ln<i-pa««f' 
*' to rein !■ my jdf, •which a^uaUy had' 
" near fufibnted nie ; vheb WiUciafon md ' 
*< Manfel came to us, the former prtffkd 
** my hatid with a fervency thai could kite 
'* but one tneaoiag ^-it braagftt the triood 
" into my cbeeks — Manfei, good ?ener»- 
« ble man— aevcr (hall I forget his Iook«» . 
** they were rhetoric itfelf— The neKt In- 
** q^iry ^s for aunt W)n,j Hie van floc tO' 
*^bcfouiicl. Prcleatly Mifs. Edwin's malt}/ 
** a pradeiit woman, placed about her by 
" her mother, brought in two letient left en 
" Cecilia's writing ftand % triim yoa havift 
** feeoj what Lady Edwin's wu I am yet 
** to learn— Newt iras dias inOant broughr 
** that two perlbns hsd beco leen in (he' 
" neighbourhood, plainly dre^ed, but weff 
•• mounted, that Aunt Win, bad BfiCT them' 
** feveral times; and a &rmcr» vrh«<c.iter' 
'* at the next village, had b«e» prowafited 
** by his fairing aQcbp b a ibux of intbxi6t- 
" tioRi faw, as he pafied the av«nue to 
** Dennis Place, a chaife and four dtvit «Mt 
** wry furiouQy, andlfitid be ww fore Ma- 
dam 
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«"d»m Winifred Was in it, for he beard 
« her fcbld the driver for noc flopping 
« to pick up her bonnet, which by fome 
" accident had fallen out 6f the chaife win^ 
**dow, and wMch he took up; he faid 
*• ihty iWre followed by two or three mea 
**on hotfcback. 

« I heard, no more — I flew to the ftablfc 
t*_Hiy' bOffe was ofie fit lo anfWCr'the 
*» im"p,aiii:nce of Ms i.ider — when I couW 
** nb Ibnger outftrip tl^e wititl, I threw my- 
■"■felf into a. poftchaife, and without ftop- 
** ping; *as in fifteen hours at the feet of 
**fny.lovely Anna."" 

■ Oh this little hiflory Mr. Herbert ■ re- 
ceivod the cdngratulationsof alhpreferic— 
happinefs now refumed her proper fear, 
the habitation of virtue Was no longer^ 
Yrbudal with grief; .and rhofe hearts where- 
phrtanthYopy and benevoJeiice ever dwelt,, 
becarioe tb« fe^xif peaccv 

That peace was not infeTnipted,.lhough'i 
their attention was engaged in the even- 
ing by in acCourit "front Sutton Houfe, of 
the dca*hi (as hc-wasr Ttakhig hi» tea) of 
M-5, its 
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its owner. This eveot, though expedcd 
by tlie faculty, was too fuddco not to 
fhock Lady Ann Trevanion. 

Mr. Mordant, with Mr. Herbert, on 
behalf of Mr. Wilkinfon, inftantly r^iicd 
there to pat their refpe^ive feaU on the 
effcdt, and fent off an exprcfi to Dcnius 
Place. 

; The confufi(Hi and diflrefs at Denmf 
Place, did not take fromWilktQfon ^I^ 
defire of infuring his own happioefs ; iSir 
'William wiflied to purfue t^c fi^itives, 
but Mr. Wilkinfon would not accompa- 
ny him till he was adually married, left 
one delay might be jw^oduftive of others j 
they were therefore, united. The. poor. 
Lady Edwin f^id, fliould not fuffer for 
the folly and difobedience of Cecilia-, 
the intended gifts were difpenfedj and 
the common people regaled, tho* apolo- 
gies were difpatjched to th^ gentry who 
had beci^ invited. , . 

From the chapel door. Sir. WllHam 
and Mr. Wilkinfon fet .out on their pur- 
fiiit, which they delayed with tbe:moT.e pa- 
tience 

c...... Google 
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tience on the fide of the baronet, as he 
had no doubt but Herbert was fee off on 
the fame errand ; they eafily traced the 
chatfe to Gloucefter, where, not more to 
their furprife than her mortification, they 
encountered one of the runaways, juft as 
Ihe was getting into a poft chaife. 

Mifs Winifred Edwin was in the 
grcateft diftrefs, and at fight of Sir Wil- 
liam her grief became vocifcroas-j ihe- 
railed againll the deceit and- ingratitude 
of the world to that brother towards 
whom Ihe had- been-^ fo' lately guilty of' 
both; thoy gathered from her exclania-' 
tionSi that the journey to the north was- 
too far advanced for their utmoft efforts- 
to impede or overtake; indeed thi» vene-'- 
rable maiden had been very cruelly treat- 
- ed by her niece; for, taking advantage of"* 
her loving- dH'pofifionj Captain Danbar' 
was accompanied in his perambulations 
about'Dennis Place by .a-veryhandfome' 
friend,' who was exceedingly fmitten with • 
aunt Winny, ani prevailed onher ta' 
confcnt to the Captain's carrying off Ci'i' 
M.6.: cilia,- 
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cUia^ mETcly by way (nf companioa torber* 
felf, as. he protefled he coald not exifi 
without being united to her, and pnnnifinl 
n} meet thetn. MGloucfifler; he wastnie 
to Ms appomttneat as, to time and phcSy 
but was unluckily aoCompamed by A ladf 
who made Up the party qtiarri^ without 
Mifs Win. and Cotblly deftroyed* the lan< 
guioe hopes that poor body hid emer* 
tome4 of enterkig the holy ftate of xaa.- 
trimony. This unwelcome intruder was 
Mts, £dwin{ the two ladies were overjoy- 
ed at tneetii^ in fuch happy' circumftan- 
ces, and the di&ppointed maiden had the 
mortification of feeing herfelf deprived of 
her lover, ridiculed by her tboughtlrfs 
nlece^ laughed at by the company, and 
left alone in a ftrange place, the gentle^. 
jneti not chufing to lofe a moment in- car- 
jying (^ their golden prizes. 

Poor Winifred, afraid to face her jufily- 
caiaged fiftcr-in-law, bad been in the 
£reatcft dilemma where to beflow ber 
fweet perfoD ; Mri, Jane Manfcl was re- 
collected asheronJy afylum, aadihe w». 
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OB', the ^oiht of fetting^out for Lisnfl^ce^ 
when aa end was pm to that fcheme: by 
tiie! aniiiJai of bcr brother^ who^ -mach 
c^ainft her incHnation, obliged bar caceu 
nirata Dbntiisr Phce' ta> render tn sccouQt 
pfithe'wbolatntrigue. ■ : 

Sir WilHatn, finding they had to mzaf 
hours ftart of him, and that the perfon his 
daughter had fiicd on was really a gentle- 
man, wifely rcfolved to follow her no far- 
ther, but leave her to the fate flic chofe in 
preference to his advice, notdoubting but 
as ihe was wholly dependent on him, he 
ihould very foon hear of, or from her, and 
returned with Mifs Winifred. 

In the mean while Mrs. Herbert was 
in a- thoufand apprebenfions for her fbn, 
which increafed very much at the re- 
turn of Sir William and Mr. Wilkinfon, 
as-lhe, having nodoubtbuthe Was In pur- 
fuit of Cecilia, expefted they would re- 
turn together. Mr. Manfel, in compafEon 
to her maternal difirefs, which Ihe could 
not conceal, gave it as his opinion, that 
her fon was gone a very different road, 
and 
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2nd he would renture ta promUe herbem 
of him as foon as he reached Bath. 
. Mr. Mordant's exprefs arrived in half 
an houc after Mr. Wilktofon's return, wfao» 
leaving hia bride to the care of their reve^ 
rend friend to foUowin their own chufe, 
(at out hj the quickell conveyance. 



G a A p; 



D4',..ikGooglc 



N N Ai >J5 



C HA P. xciir. 



A DffappmtmtHt. 

On Mr. WiIkinfon*s arrival at Bath, he 
was pleafedi but not furprized, to ine«t 
Herbert, who accompanied him to Sutton 
Houfe; they were there much ftruck to 
find the fcalf of two foreign Noblemen af- 
fixed to the drawers and cabinets in ad£- 
tion to their own ; and Stevens, who was 
yet there, informed them, an old Prieft, 
who was high in Lord Sutton's confidence, 
had fet out for the Continent the inltant 
he died. 

The two Noblemen, who were at Bath, 
attended^ on being fentfor; they were men 
of high rank, and unimp:ached honour^ 
and every fufpicion of foul play was obvi- 
ated by their refpc^ble characters. On 
openiog the decealed'a private cabinet, the 
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firft thing they found was a will, l^ally 
figned and attefted, giving the whole of 
his fbnuiw, without a pngle legacy, to 
the two Foreigners, for ufes which he had' 
explained to them, and forbidding the 
calling to any account the prieft. his- cod- 
fe0br, as what fum he might have in his 
poffeffion was 'a voluntary gift. 

The furprize, and indfeed^ the, dMap- 
pt^httnent of young WiUtinfon and hb 
friends at liiis ftroke, is-, not to be ct^ 
preficd; the two Counis-I^id,. the bequell 
to them wras fo facred, and witneSed by- 
. die prieft, it was" impoQible for them ei> 
ther to expUia it or give up ain article of 
the aficts, 

Stevens, who had hoped foran aonuity, 
noiw petitioned for hisexpences to town, . 
and was bid not only to cxpeA that, but^ 
to make a charge of hi» tttrnidance, both 
which they wotild pay j .and Mr. WiJkin- 
ioB having promifed to take careof Vil- 
lars, he and his friend returned in dismay 
ttid afiomfhment to Lady Ann's. 

, \^' '■'■''''' . ■ They 

^. Coogic 
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■ Tbey wire liot received -with, lefs cor-^ 
dtality for thjs blow; the General, whb 
'bad hlthftto avoided young Wilkinfon» 
ehibfaced ahd comforted him, by the af- 
luratice, that the money fo vilely got. 
Would 'neverhave worn well; and after the 
firft fliocjc, the difappointmcnt was forgot 
in the feflcftion, that whatever happened,, 
his Patty w»s taken care of; and, faid 
Anha^ my dear girls have their 500QA 
ftfc. 

'* BeficTC me,** anfwered Mr. Summers, 
** it is ^1 for the befli would you have 
•' had that wr«c*i finife his corrupt career 
'* with an aft of juftice? I confefs myha- 
** tred of 4iim i< gratified inthis laft piece 
** of deceit; I have.no doubt, buc the 
f artful, priefti having received bisconfef-. 
«* fion, made the whole of his fortune the. 
V price of abfolution, and cunningly fut. 
" pedtiog^ (ho interference of the Icgifla- 
" turcyon taking fuch immsafe propertj^ 
" out of the kingdom, prevailed on him 
f* to Rukc thofe noblemen his heirs under 
.-' "reftriflions 
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** ftriftions they will not dare to break in 

•' a Catholic country.* . 

Wilkinfon put on mourning, but de- 
clined attending the funeral; and Mn* 
"Wilkinfon was received by her fond huf- j 
band at Lady Ann's, inftead of Sutton 
Houfe. 

On entering the drawing-room, how was 
the bride amazed to fee her loft brother, 
one arm round the walft of Anna, the 
other holding a Milton, out of which he 
was repeating that beatifut paflage^ 

" With thee coBrarfing. I Csrgot alt dnwr 
" All Tcaftiiu m4 t^at change^ kc, lie.*" 

■ •* My Anna— my dear, dearCharles, is 
•* this poffiblel oh. Lady Ann," faid the 
mild Patty, falling at her feet, with an in- 
voluntary motion, *'■!« this true? and will 
« __ yes, I know you will^— for who but 
'* you can reward a fon, a brother, whofe 
•' duty, and whofe fraternal love coulif 
^* prevail on him to ukc inifery toi'his.ba- 
« fom?" 

Mr. 

c 5 ■i.-.t.-b, Google 
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Mr. Manfel entered as the lovely fiftcrs 
were enibracitig; the good man could not 
fpeak ; he blefledj he could only bids hU 
Anna. 

As IboD as a tranquil cectaiaty of her 
brother*s and her friend's happlnefs would 
permit her, Mrs. Wilkinfon informed them 
ihe had left her mother to c6mfort Lady 
Edwin, who mourned, with a broken fpi- 
rit, the depravity of her children; but ftill^ 
as ihc avowed iadulging a pleafing hope 
that the honour of her houfe would } et bfr 
preferved by its lineal rcprefentative» and 
afcribingthe difappointmencof her wilhes 
in her own offspring to the cruelty ihewa 
. her brother; Sir Vyilliam had already rcr 
fumed the hofpitable plan of living he 
delighted in } and Mrs.WUkinfon, in the 
tendernefs of her huiband, foon forgot her 
reluftance at parting with her friends at 
Dennis Placei as to Lord Sutton's fortune, 
flie gave it not a fecond thought. 

Mr. Manfel having delivered a packet 

with which he was charged, from Lady 

Edwia to Anna, fiie retired to read it, 

leaving 
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leaving the brother and fifter to \Mr 
mutual eyplatiatiooi it contained as fol- 
lows: 

" My DzAltE9T Nl«E, 

•• THE difgraccful event in my family, 

* of which your friends will inform you, 
" would, I am fore, have dfawn to me my 
•* only remaining comfort, without my 
" aiking it ; but I have inaroy things to- 
'* fay and to explain, too mortifying for 
<* perfbnal communtcattony tho' iattx th« 
•• bofom of candour Itfelf. 

''Will therefore, my dear niece for- 

• give her- unhappy aunt, for troubling 
. *f. her with repetition of- family grievances 

*^^nd di%race;^for liaving the fond vanity 
**^of belicvit^ her advice and requeft^ 
•* witti>c more regarded by the daughter 
•* of her brother than by her whofema-- 
•* turity has never afforded' her mother 
" one pleafufablc idea f 

** The name which you, rny dear Anm, 

" bear, in a long line of ITIufirious ancef- 

y torsjhai nrfvet bien diflionoured by the 

• "flighteft 
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*• flightcft tarnilh, that only one rcceivcti 
" by my brother Hugh's imituig himfclf 
'" with a plebeian being entirely done 
y away by the native dignity of his 
'* daughterj in you the virtue, as well as 
*< honour, of. pur houfe is united j that is 
•* indeed the confolation of my foul under 
** ike affliction it has pleafed God b) fen^ 
<* me. 

** At the difcovery of my fon's attach- 
*' ment to you, which was at the inftantof 
*' that vijlanous Lord's contrivance to 
** charge you with vices fo indignant to 
'* your noble blood, my own convidibo 
'* told me how little the hope was of 
<* driving your idea from- his heart by 
« fuch a fubftitute as Mifs Turbville. 

•' But, anxious to unite our children 
•* to thofe whofe birth ■ and family would 
** not difgrace our own, our words were 
** engaged ior our fon, before Mr. Turb- 
•* ville died — from that there was no rc- 
*' ceding, even if the difcovery of your 
** birth had preceded his marriage. So 
I' you fee that the fteps human wif, 
" dora 
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" dom pointed out, as the only means of 
"pcefeiving tbc dignity of our family, 
" was produftive of its debafement. Had 
"our fon been left to his own choice, he 
"would have made the right eleftionj 
" guided by us, he met deftruftipn. 

" Our daughter, undone by our indul- 
*' gcnce, became the flave of diffipation, 
*' the child of folly; unreftraincd by 
** her parents, how could flit be ex- 
** pcfted to reftrain herfelf ? Our miftakeq 
" generofity, operating with a weak head 
" and bad heart, foon robbed her of the 
« chief ornament of her fex; her perfon, 
"from its conftant exhibition, became 
" contemptible; and her charmfter fuf- 
** pe£ted, inftead of the propofals her rank 
" and fortune entitled her to, we had the 
" mortification to hear her conquefts were 
** among the neceffitous and unwotthy; 
•* out fon, cut off in the thoughtlefs career , 
" of entravagant youth, his talents, which 
** under the guide of difcretion, might 
•* have been of ufe and ornament to hi^ 
•' country as well as honour to his family, 
■ o«for 
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" for ever loft to both, we became the 
•' more ferious in our concern for Ce- 
" cilia. 

" We flattered ourfelves flie had al- 
*' ways been attached to her . coufin 
" Charles; but we were fo unhappy as to 
" difcover, at a very, if not too late period 
" an imprudent connexion, which, how- 
'* ever, (as in that moment flic met our 
*• wifhes in avowing an unabated love for 
■« Herbert) we were eager to hope might 
"be merely the efieft of levity j I there- 
«* fore propofed to Mrs. Hei bert the im- 
** mediate match wc had always in view, 
" between her fon and my daughter. 
' "I fawr, I confefs to you. Lady Ann, 
" the young man accorded to our mea- 
•* fores with 00 Jmpreffion in Mifs Ed- 
■ *' win*s favour, except honour, and gra.: 
« titude i but thofe were principles on 
" which! buiit ftronger for indulgence, 
'.'* andin confequencc a permanent refor- 
'* mation in Cecilia, than on mere paflion. 
■ ** ! knew our love and liberality would 
•'.be united to his fortune, for ourgeneral 
'.' " hap- 
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•' happinefe j aad on tiiofc |rounds, I faai 
■" the cruelty to pcrfift in what I had too 
'•• tnany reafons.to know the heart of the 
•* amiable youth recoiled at, becaufe no 
'** other plan occurred that gave the moft . 
" diftant hope of preferving what was left 
" of the honour of my pofterity. 

" This felfifli condua met ita reward in 
*' a total difappointment, by the elope* 
** meQt of my daughter. 

" I inclofe you her lettcr-»-readit hpi*, 
" Lady Ann, by way of fuppoct to the 
" requeft 1 am going com^e, thatcom- 
**paffion for my feelings in^y fje vdded 
*** to the fenfc of what yo«.c>^< tht^fymrif 
"you folely reprefcat, lo^ptreyaii dn-^ou 
■** to take the c«Uy ftep, tbat iwilt enable 
*' me again to meet the eyes of my caua- 
** trymen. 

«• You muft bring to 7"rftyanion Houfe 
" a chitf worthy of fueh raGali, ' " 

« You are rich enough in ypjjf own 

■ •* right, to chufe even among the indi- 

« gent, a perfon you can love; ncvcrthc- 

" lefs, as the affeftions of epe fo uofonii- 

'« nateiy 
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** fiately Ctuated, tho' for Ladv Ann Tre- 
<* vanion, will appear in a morequeftion- 
«* able light, than that of a man, who pof- 
*' feffesin his own fortune, a right tocfaufe, 
** — the leaft to be fufpefted is the laff. 

" But I pretend not to didtate; all E 
'* aft of you is to marry with condition, 
" that the happy objeft of your choice 
** fliall change his name to that of Tre- ' 
•* vanion; at the fame time taking care, ' 
•* that the one he gives up, is equal- ' 
** ly refpeiSable^-on this, my dear niece, 
" hang all my prefent hopes ; tell me you 
** will oblige, and render happy, 

" your diftrefled aunt, ^ 

« C. Edwin* ' 



"fo Lady Edwin, '^l^ 

. :r 

(Intleftd m thi firegting.) 
" Madam, 
-** AS this isthelaft impradence Cecilia ■ 
f Edwin can be guilty of, I entreat mjr 
Vol. IV. N J'pai'a'* 
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*' papa's and your pardon for it. I leave 
** my family at a critical time to them, 
** as well as myfelf i the truth is, our blood 
•'Jiasfrom generation to generation, by 
''flowing in the fame re^uar cbanrn;!, at 
** lad wearied itfelf by its own famenefs, 
*' and Mr. Dunbar aflures me, bit is no lefs 
''rcfpcftablc; lb that a little change will 
*• be an advantage to both ; I hope, there- 
" fore, on refleflion, you will forgive the 
" i& on account of the motive. 

" Your dutiful daughter, 

" C. Edwin." 

Anna read the packet with different 
emotions. Lady Edwin had but one fault, 
if her bigoted regard to the honour of her 
family could be fo called. She was a 
woman, whofc practice of ^very noble 
principle fandlfied her pride of bloodj 
and the calamities of her domeftic circle . 
were the more humiliating, as confctous of 
no one deviation from the virtue of her 
■nceflors hcrfclf,' in thought, or ad, flie 
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was ihe farther from apprehending it in 
her children, till conviction accompanied 
the certainty of interference being now 
too late; the blood of Trevanion, fiie 
thought, would fecure them equally from 
vice and meannefs; the maxims and great- 
nefs of foul Ihe had derived from her fa- 
ther, had been carefully delivered to her 
children; forgetting it was in the family 
maofion, and its envirohs only, they had 
been preferved unfulHed, and that the 
great world was too crouded with artifi- 
cial virtues, to give place to real ones; 
not aware that example from the multi- 
tude was far more prevalent on the mindi 
of profperous youth, than the dry pre- 
cepts of individuals, her grief was too re- 
fpeftable, her difappointment too keen, 
to be difregarded by her niece. The re- 
<jueft of Lady Edwin piflured the ami- 
able Charles; Sir William's eAate was en- 
tailed on him in default of male iflliej his 
family was as ancient and refpcftablp as 
that of Trevanion, of which indeed it was 
A branch j his name, dishonoured by his 
N f faikert 
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father's unhappy end, would be of lef$ 
confcquence in its change, as th#t of Tre- 
' vanion had been the one from which his 
family fprung. 

Thus» then, the man of her choice was 
liim moA fuitable to her iltuation; but 
whether, after being fo circumflanced 
with Cecilia, Lady Edwin might approve 
their udidDj was doubtful. 
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CHAP. XCIV. 



Cenelu^on. 

' At Lady Ann's return to the company, 
her looks were examined by her fond Her- 
bert; he read in them an anxiety he was 
impatient to remove; and, at his earncft 

'requeft, flie gave her aunt's letter into th» 
hands of Mr. Mordant — the contents were 
highly pleafing to that gentleman. Hav- 
ing obtained her permiffion, he fet off 
nest rhorning for Dennis I'lace, accom- 
panied by Mr. Herbert. Soon did thac 
happy lover return to efcort his beloved 
and her friends to Lady Edwin; and the 
real hcirefs of Trevanion was met by the 
tenants and vaffals of her eftate, and fol- 
lowed through two counties by theaccla- 
i[rations aad unfeigned joy of the ho- 
N 3 neft. 
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ne A, unconquered> tbo' uncultivated. Cam' 
brians. 

Sir William and Lady Edwin, equally- 
gratified, and mutually happy rn the union 
of thtir amiable nephew and niece, refign- 
'Cd themfelves to the will of heaven in the 
difpofal of their childreoi and felt nothing 
but joy in the more fortunate lot of their 
next dear relatives. 

Mrs. Herbert — but why need I fpeakof 
her, when I have yet to fay, her fon waj 
ihchappieft of men, and her daughter the 
nioft contented of women; could the re- 
mainder of her life then be other than one 
fccne of devout tranfpott and grateful joy i 
In her affliftions, Ihe was refpeited; and 
■in her profperity, deftrvedly beloved. 

As foon as the writings were ready, 
)ird the forms gone through on account 
of the change of nanie, to wliich was an- 
nexed the family honours, the voluntary 
favour, it wasfaidjOf a Prince, whofegreat 
misfortune ic is, that his own judgement 
is too feldom a recommendation to the 
digniiy he bellows, the Earl and Countefs 
of 
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■of Trevanion were publicly united in the 
family chapel. 

The noble heirefs foon became the idol 
of her country^ and Lady Edwin exulted 
in the revival of her family dignity. 

Mifs Edwin, now Mrs. Dunbar, in a 
very ftiort time, became a petitioner, and 
obtained a pardon, which ever preceded 

.alking in the heart of her fond father; and 
Captain Dunbar being fccond ion to an 
Irifli peer, Lady Edwip condefcended to 
receive him, and contented to the eftab- 
liihment of her daughter on the mofl: li- 
beral and generous plan. The ladies were 
both returned with their hufbands to 
Portman fquare, from whence Mrs. Dun- 
bar removed, as foon as Sir William's re- 

. inittance enabledher. Tothisftep indeed 
flic was rather precipitated by the hurry 
Mr. McUilh was in to vifit his lady's feat 
in Shropfliire ; whither he had not the good 

. nature towards his wife, or the poHteneCi 

. to her friend, to invite her. 

Captam Dunbar was wild and difiipated i 

he foon run out the firft fum advanced by 

his 
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his father-in-law j and another was afted, 
and granted, but his demands increafing 
with the genenifity of the noble-fpirited 
baronet, he at laft thought proper to re- 
ftrain a bounty, that mull in the end in- 
jure iiiftead of ferving bis daughter, more 
efpecially as her pregnancy was announ- . 
ccd. 

Sir William Edwin was good nature 
and liberality itfelf, till he fufpeaed an 
impofition ; but when once he faw a mean 
advantage was taken of his open temper, 
he ioftantly turned to the other extreme, 
and was as obftinately impenetrable to 
iuch applications, as he had befgre been 
.generous and complying. 

Captain Dunbar, young, thoughtlefs, 
-and extravagant, was foon weary of,a con» 
trailed income and an expenfive wife jand 
Ending himfelf too Idle to reform, or lef- 
fen his expences, he privately changed 
for advanced rank in the Weft Indies, and 
^eft his lady to take hec own mcthodi with 
her relations* 

JTh* 
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The yoAing and lovely Countefa of Tre- 
vanion, no lefs refpefted than admired in 
the great world, and beloved and adored 
in her own county- and connexions; and 
her, hufband not more dignified by his 
rank and abilities, than efteemed for the 
rcflicude of his principles and the bcnig- 
nity of his difpolltion ; were objetfls too 
galling for Mrs. Dunbar to meet in her 
prefent circurriftances — while, therefore, 
ihe waited the determination of her pa- 
rents, refufing the offered afylum at Den- 
nis Place, flie chofe to alt one with Mrs. 
Mellifii in Sbropfliire ; but that partner in 
her imprudence had not power to give 
the welcome ihe expefted. 

Captain Mellifli, when he took his lady 
into the country, had no intentions ro re- 
turn, and much lefs to fuffer her to keep 
up any of her connexions; the fituation 
of his lady was no lefs unpleafingly alter- 
ed, though in a different manner, than 
that of her friend ; for Captain Mellilh 
was, in the other extreme, as penurious 
ss Ounbar was extravagant; and as K^s. 
Melliih 
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Mellifh did not breed, all his attentiod 
was towards faving out of her income what» 
in cafe of her death, would confole him for 
her eftate, which, if Ihe died childlefs, was 
iettledon the next heir, then abroad; here 
then was no place for Mrs. Dunbar; who 
returned to London in high dudgeon with 
her friend McUifh. 

Mrs. Mellilh, on her part, thus cut off 
from all that flie had been ufcd to efteem 
Vuluable in lite. Hinted in every article of 
expence, even to common neceflaries, fhut 
Out from the pleafures of amufement, and 
debaired of the joys of fociety, took to the 
only method that could puniihthccontrad- 
cd vice of her hulband, by, depriving him 
of her income; fhe gave hcrfelf op to drink- 
ing cordials and ftrong waters when ihe 
could procure them, and when Ihe could 
not, drams and liquors of a more vulgar 
kind were fubftitutcd in their (lead. Her 
health foon became aflTeited by this fatal 
rcfourcp. Mcllifti, deftitute of feeling 
and good nature, was equally callous to re- 
proach, and regardUft of her complaints, 
till 
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till feriouflyalarmedatthe danger hi which 
ihe foon was, the avjlnce which had de- 
flroyed, fought to preferve her cxiftence. 
How could he bear to part with a wife»whofe 
dfcath woulddeprivehitnof fuch a fortune? 
With anxious wiihea for her recovery, her 
emaciated body was vainly moved from 
place to place, at the direftion of the doc- 
tors, who were promifed mountains if fhe 
recovered. She fell an early vidtim to hcf 
own- unguarded folly and his unfeeling 
avarice, 

' Mrs. Dunbar continuing obftinate in 
her refufals to return to Wales, her pa- 
rents were at laft prevailed on to allow 
her a handfome annuity; and Lady Edwin ' 
took into her own care the child. She was . 
very happy to be eafed of the trouble of 
bringing it up. It was a female, and named 
after hcrfelf. 

Thus once more in pofleiEon of the 
means of living in rank, her houfe was 
crouded, as her doors were opened to that 
kind of indifcfiminate company which 
would difgracc a private party, but which 
wwc 
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were of a certain fet,- and therefore not 
wholly contemptible. With great cunning 
ilie foon acquired fome experience, and 
blending one with the other, had the dex- 
terity to make the junction pafs for wit. 
She was yet young, genteel, and had not 
a bad face; was cautious, but not fufpcft- 
ed of prudery ; in Ihort, fhe maintained a 
kind of doubtful character, too fufpicioii* 
for the pure iinfullied foul of innocence, 
and too guarded for the poCtive ftamp of 
guilt. 

Mr. Wilkinfon and his lovely bride re- 
tired, contented with their lot, to Llan- 
dpre, where Mrs. Herbert's home was, 
though her frequent excurfiona to her 
fou's almoft rendered it merely nominal. 
The profperous flate of the Iron works 
was a mincof riches more acceptable, and 
far mpre honourable, than that they had 
miffed in Sutton's wealth. The provifion 
Mr. Wilkinfon promifed Villars, wasfup- 
plied by Mr. Summers, who was of fuch 
a prejoftcrous turn, that he fancied even 
f^Cf in comparifon of fome part of the 
world. 
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world, might be virtuous; at leaft, he 
would preferve her from the temptations 
to guilt; an aft of humaniry he did not 
live to repent. The remainderfcf his daj's> 
which were fpe'nt at Trevanion Houfe, 
were unruffled by a finglc^ief, and unin- 
terrupted by care, he finilhed his life in 
the arms of the 'young Carl, and bis 
change from this world, to that he had 
been long prepared to enter, was unmark- 
ed by one groan, or rendered Ihocking to 
his frieiids by one convulfive flruggle^ 
the placid fmile of true benevolence dwelt 
on his features after life had ceafed to ani- 
mate them. The bulk of his fortune he 
left to the Couotefs and her children, 
with handfome legacies to thofe of Mr. 
^"Wilkinfon. 

Mrs. Wcllers left Lady Trevanion but 
for a Ihort period ; fhe had the misfortune 
tolofe her Valuable huiband foon after her 
return to Layton; and the grateful heart 
flje had fo often foothed, would not fuf- 
fer her to feel forrow alone; Lord Treva- 
pion himfelf fetched her to his beloved 
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Anna, whofc then fituatioQ would not ad- 
mit of her travelling; and the good wo- 
man experienced the regard of her noble 
frieads, irj.^he confidence the whole fa-t 
mily repofed in her fon. All their money 
concerns were intrullcd to Mr. Wellers; 
a circumftance however of equal advan- 
tage to both parties^ lince the large fums 
conAantly in his hands, could not be more 
profitable to him, as a- fpecuUtive man, 
than hi) ftrlA probity and exad: honefty, 
as well as invariable regularity, was to 
• them. 

Eliza Melmoth continued to receive 
the advantage of the inftruftions and ex- 
ample of Lady Trcvanion, till fhe enter- 
ed her feventcemh ycjr, when {be gave 
her hand to young Mordant, who, on tbat 
occafion, with, his father, fettled in their 
native country. 

Lady Cecilia, gratified in Her family 

pride, was wholly wrapt up in her niece, 

and fully employed in educating the young 

Cecilia, after her model, in hopes to make 

her 

0, .....Google 
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her worthy to fliare the heart of the heir 
ofTrevanion. 

Lord Trevanion, by degrees, diveftcd 
Sir William Edwin of his prejudices, and 
changed his oppoiition to thetninifter, in- 
to a patriotic zeal for the good of his 
country, and the honour of his prince, 
which he at length convinced him were 
fytionymous terms. 

Himfelf, a watchful and independent 
guardian of the privileges and benefits of 
the nation at large, and his own county 
in particular, not urged by prejudice, nor 
reftrained by interefted confiderations, 
-he either fupported, or oppofed, men and 
meafures, as they appeared to haveio view 
the general gcod; his honour was abov« 
price i and his principles fecured from 
temptation by that noble pride, which, 
fcorning obligation, regulated his wifhes 
to his power. Many poffefled greater ef- 
tates ; but thofe whofe rent rolls were ten 
times larger, were neither fo affluent nor 
fo happy as he; becaufe he was gene- 
rous, and becaufe he was juft; his wife, 
the 
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the fond cho.icc of hiscarlyycars, is yetthff 
objeA of his adoration; her beauty, fVrik.- 
ing as it is, is her lead attraftion; and her 
high rank and affluent fortune creates not 
that refpeift, which are paid to her excel- 
lent heart and reBnedunderftanding. Bleft 
with the full gratification of their wifties 
in the poflefQon of each other, and hap- 
py in a beauteous ofFspring, furrounding, 
like olive branches, their hofpitable board, 
they yet live, and may they long do fo, 
adoted by each other. 

Venerated by their Children, 

Efteemed by their Friends, 

Beloved and honoured by their Country^ 
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